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A Tha wes th Ep iſtle. "NY 

2 fircible, we are therefore m good timegdus- 1,  ® 
f: ring the tre of onr life, to promMe,andrto © 42 
make promſion for thoſe thmgs that are "5 
neceſſarie for vs, at the time of our acath, 5 if 
> for to furmſh and to fence vs agamst the © 5 
|: i, great forces that the diuell will then make 
= againitvs, enen for the carrymg of vs a- 
E{ mway: knowing this fir a certamte, that 
| if he thea faule, that then there ts no place 
left for hmm , and that he mu$t needs for 
ſhame,eane,ond gine vp hs fiegegwithont 


' any hope of ener returning anymore. Now 
| the armour & weapons wherwith we are 
I principally ro acfend our ſelues, are faith, 
4 andthewordof God: faith, by which we 


A lay hold wpon the grace and fauonr of 
xA God , and vpon the righteouſnes of Jeſus 7.7% 
1 = C brite, tobe Unto Vs mſteede of a buckler H 

| and target, to coner and to defend vs a- | we 
gamst the venimous and fierie darts of ” Þ 
this mortall and bitter entmie : and the \ 
 word,conragiouſly andmanfully to ſet vp- © ID ».oþ 
”{ﬀ © onhm.nd to foile him,as did our Saurwnr #2 
of | ws Teſts Christ. For there are but theſe pate, & 4 
LF meanes, whereby we caneither defend our 8. - 


Fon; or arine backe his Fur, , and ſo. 
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.  _- The Authors Epiſtle. 


_ the cauſ#{ my brethren why 1 hawe 
 collefted and: gathered out of the ſerip- 


this 715} houre., to l:arne and{'to0 firr- 


to deſerd them/elnes, and for this cauſe 


ds ad SES > - 
4s Co Y 


mu hs aca 
d DH : 


get the full vittorie oner hon. W hich ts 


ture, certame fit places to rt and 
to confirme you apainſt thoſe tempta- 
tions , wherewith you may be afſartted 
@t the veric point and moment of aeath. 


wel Ceſecch you , not to deferre vntull 


38 


wiſh your felues in theſe thinges, doing 

4 | Wd, "EY & C C 
herein, ai'doe Youth Caprames, who 
put off the furmſMug of the places com- 
mmntted vato them, with that that 1s 


neceſſarie fir the garding and keen: 


ſ ” 


thereof, vatill ſugh tune as they be c- 


uironed and compaſſed about with men 
of warre that are their foes : wherenp- 
03 it oftentimes conmmeth to paſſe, that 
ſeerng themſelnes deſtitute and bereft 
of ngceſſarie meanes, and wſtruments 


finding themſeltes amazed and aſton:- 
ſy, t2ey auickely leane ther holaes, 
ard yeeldto their foes. But followins the 
example of. the Emet or piſſemire , doas 
Jou mare pronijion in diie (eaſon and 

COn= 


The AuthorsEpiſtle. 
conuentent time , to the endegthat the 
wy following you may be well prom- 
ed, for all. thinges that ſhall be neceſſa- 
rie for the paſſing ns thereof, and for the 
eaſic wRdergoding of the roo hneſſe and 
Sharpneſſe of it, And above all, marke 1 = 
eſeech. you , tn the treatite that 1 pre _ 
ſeat and [end wnto or, thoſe rlices that 
are 0a Hedged Pr 0.427; fr et; tr 1ſt and pres i*-Y 
ſumprion: for they Are two Ci Piet aud - 
Princiy: ll temptations, that Sathan or- 
amarilie v/eth for the battering and 
ouerthrowing of Vs, ern before 0:1r 
eyes , ether The multitude and greatues 


of aur [9 HIOS, for to throw Vs beadlongy By 
wto a diſt ruſt t of the mercie of. God, or | 
ele orr verties ani ood Wrkes tO pug 2 
alt andto prffe vs wp with a var re pre- - 
ſumption and per/maſion of them. T hoſe I 


are ( ſath (rat Augaſline ) the two 
cords, wherewith this hangman, Sithan, 
continualhe weth to feifht and to ſruga- 
gle men, if they Fake mot heede of hm. 

wot it ſhall be eajie for Jou to prenent 
F aad to meete with theſe darngers, if 


that on the one ſide you oftentimes re- 
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The Authors Epiſtle: 


member chat which is ſpoken inthe [erip= - 


tare, concerning the corruption and va. 


Jy wities of men, for to humbleithem : and on 


WV. the other fide, that which is ſaid, concer- 
Q wing the mfimte mercie and grace of God, 
iD for to aſſure them of therr [alnation . [ 


WM H | Io that with the helpe of God, my la- 
&: *- *. rin writing vnto you this litle trea- 
| Q #ie,and yours in the diligent reading 


ky of it, ſallnot be unprofitable, 
"bo. 
- | £ C >. 


- "6 q , : ok 
_ Re 


— 


AS 
CLAS 
ALY 


* = Fj ; 4 S ; L1# A 
4 p 4 Fs « : : 5 #* 
T/ THE AVTHORS - 
fs ; pF 
: PREFACE ho 


| & Oraſmuch as death of it ſelfe is a { 
S verie fcarefull and vgly thing, and 
that itcannot be bur that naturally 
: when we ſec it approch neere vnto 
vs, wc are attraid cf it , and that then our ſpi- 

rite cannot be but aflailed and ſcaſed with di- 

ucts and with ſundrie feares, and traueleth 

| with manic cares:it 1s therefore good,betune, 
38d in good rime to thinke We 1 , and 
ro.ciecing ir , to make good prouiſion in our 
ipitirs, for chatwhich may comfort & ſtreng- 
then vs, againſt all chole fearefull apprehen- 
fiorfs, which may anic manner of way trouble 
or dilquiet them. For which purpoſe,nothing 
is lo neceflaric, as alwayes ro haut preſt and 
readic 1n our hands, the word of Godathereby 
on euery fide,ſoto ſtrengthen our faith,which 
- the diucll would tame and bgtrer, asweſce 
our Sauiour Chriſt did, whd by this meanes 
ſent Sathan away, confounded, and aſhamed, 
which cameto tempt him in the wildernefle. 
And queſtionlefle , it is a thing vndcubredly 
rrue, that faith being propped andgrounded 
ypon ſuch ſure rockes, as arethe promiſes of %*F 
God, and of leſus Chriſt , who is the keeper & © "*Y 
trealurer thereof, canneuer be maſtered nor * 
ſubducd, whatblowes and ſtormes ſocuer the 
diucll, agany other our enitnics can bring a= 
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coll-Qedand I Agron 
-; as ſceme vnto me be molt fir tor 


Fro Ging andhandlingofchi matter and 
me! _ it may 'profice and edihe the 


pune f God, it is all thar/thar | deſire for 


my fabour , and which prerended and 
aimed at in the writing , . 
thereof, 
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AMATTER, BOTH TO COnroRe. 
{Trhoſe thiat are ſick and affictedin ff 
; | oules, arid alfo- to aſſure them agai 
þ the horrors and feareful appreh 
{f of their finnes, of death,of the ditilt of 
* the Law, and of the wrath and * 
4 |  nidgementof God. 
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4 ® {HE life of euerie man, 

46 -wtiich liuveth in the « 

7 "world, is on cuerie ſide ' * 

4 il  belieged, and beſet with - R 
£7 "Bw ſundry ſortes of aduerfi-, a 


ities: whereof ſome ate, 
to ſome, and orhcrs a 6: > ow, 
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 omBrort 70Y the lic- = | 5 08 >, Of F "2 
= asalfo becauſethere are few meanes to 
w=—+- helpe vs to eſcape, or auoid the ſame. 
un: imſelfe For although that kings , Emperors, 4 
7 inces, and mightiemen may often- 
mes, by the good helpe of God ,and | 
" , ofthe 'good meanes, that he vouchſa- J 
-- -feth ynto them, eſcape manie dangers:: ; 
yet is there not anic one of them, that, 4 


4"  - ”Y oo 
a. +" "gt a+ 
» ESE. 
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>. can finally fo ſauce and deliver himſelf, 

= *\bucthathe muſt in theend, die, either 
$1954 © warre by the fivord,, in bed by age | 
F . fand fickneſle, or elſe by ſome other 
a& meanes, which God un his prouidence, 
before that man was borne, had ap- 
' Pointed and determined, as the Pro- 
nh phet D-#:4 proucth in manie places of 
682.67. the Plalmes : as in 7/2/.82.ver.6.and 7. 
x where he ſpeaketh of Princes , 1 hane \ | 
|  ſara,yee are Gods,und jee allar® thechil- 
EE dren of themost high , but yee all ſhall die. 'Y 
x amen, @& ye Princes ſhallfall like others. FJ 

i . Andelſcyhere, pamely in P/al;49.ver. | 
2" *6.7.8.9.10.11. 7 hey truft mtherr goods, 
= gndboait themſclues PEG of 
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chin bi, brorket ? rpms he ribs h T 

 ranſometo God, ( $0 precious: 5 the x 
C.. demptoor of their a op and the contr- 
Ke uHANEe for euer ) that he MAJ hue {t / 'fo p 


ercer , and not ſee the grane. For he ſeeth 


1 that wiſe men die , and al/s that the #6 2 
F norant and fooliſh periſh , nd leanethetr Lee 


| . ruches for others: yet they thinke,, their a 
houſes and their habuations ſhall conths _  ; 

nue ſor EHCY, EMmen [rom caeratonto _ 
wad ng Pn G4 frems lands by 1  -- 
Names. Asalſoin another place, where ., 
in generall he ſpeaketh of the condi-" RE: = 
tion and end of all men, as P/a/. 89, -"M 

verl. 48. FVhat man lucth and ſhall not Pſs 83 
fee death ? ſhall he acluzer hes ſoule from ©: 
the hand of the granue ? Selah, And fur- 


| ther in the Plalme following, to wit; © = 
| g90.verſ.3., Thou t::-1eſt man todeſtrue Pal. _ | 
'F Etor : agaime thou ſateſi » retarne I W SG 
| ENG I 
s « - By thus then weſee, that itis the or 


'. ordinance,and the inuiolable decrezoE 
LIT God, that cuerie one that commerhin+ ; , » ak 
Kee 0. the world ,. comes with this charge * 4 
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arreſt:no 2 ce Kat ſtay or 
* $DO« ct cre; Ganinito the trees which are 
6 fol ened in the earth by the roote : but 
well to paſſe away;, as doth the ſli- 
2  gingandrunmng water :and without 
Ys 2 Þ i tay toi depart as ſoone as euer it ſhall 


| oo part of vs goe about (as the 
opherſaith)7s make a conenant with 
Py or at the leaſt to haze {ome longer 
- yeſpite and ſpace, ſo that he ſhould deferre 
Fs Nlacke his comming : yet we dayly 
y prouc that our terme, and turne being 
. $ come,&the time of our apparance be- 
-— Ing 5 expired, we mult needs at the very 
- hower &inſtance appointed , appeare 
before the 1adge, to heare from his 
i, mouth that certaine, and irreuocable 
= *.- ſentence, by whichwe are adiud 
$,% either vnto life or vito death. The 
perremedies chiefe: and principall cate then, that 
i ſpeci weought to haue, is not to ſeeke vnto 
Int So Phiſitians (as didking Afa) and'to vic 
ſuch receipts and potions ,as they ſhall 
a2. preſcribe yiito'vs; for to ſtrengthen' vs 


pleaſe the Lord to cal, And howſocuer: 


; 4; diſeaſes as may befall'vs} 
nor 
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| PrbrS the 6s. | ». 
'E nor to take < prefered remedics . l. 

againſt poiſon as did Aithridates) to”. 
preuent the dangers of poiſons, i 
thoſe of our families , or others might - 
prepare for vs : dleher yet , finall y,to._ 
trult in the horſe, ſtrong and cou rag. 
ous though he be; nor in the ſpare, nee 
it neuer ſo ſtrong and ſure, no norin,..-- i 
an armour of proofe ; to defend ay > + 
to keepe vs again(t the hazards of the | 
battaile, For there is none of allchely} © W- -*:.] 
things that can infringe, ordiſappoint &los 
che ordinances and decrees of God,or 
that can ſaue vs from his wrath , or (to 
+ be briefe) that can in anie ſort divertor 
{ turne aſide the cucnts or executions, 
|  thathe 1n his will hath purpoſed and 
determined. But the chicfe and princi- 
pall care and meditation that ought to 
be before our eyes, either for the pre- 
uenting of thoſe cnils , chat we ſceare 
like to come vpon vs,or cle for the re- 
F> mouingofthole that are alredie vpon + 22 
1 . (oh Vs:1s this, to deſire, and to craue the - 
1 AX graceand fauour of God , which isa 
\, more foucraigne _ preſent remedie, | 
Ver, Buy 
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6 @CQonfortforthefiche. 
> ehenany maggcan inuent for the quick. 


and ſpecdic foreſeeng vnto all aduer- 


4 . fities. Now then, for as much as I wasre- 
E gueſted by certaune brethren , being my 
-- freends, to gather,and by writing to ſet 
ow order, certaine allegations, and places of 


6 TR y2. ſermrure, for to comfort the ſicke, and to 


oo 22. fearefull apprehenſions, that m their fichs 
pn meſſes they may hane,as wel of their ſmnmes, 
CO 45 of death, of the dacell,, and of the anger 

and indgement of God : which tndecae 15 
wore fearefullthen all the reſt : knowing 
that charitie (by which , as by a bond, all 
the members of the bogte of Chriit Teſus, 
are ſtraightly linked and knit togither ) 
bound me hereunto: as alſo , becauſe that 
it zs part of that charge that God hath 
ampoſed and laid , not onely upon the min- 
fters of the goſpel,but al/o vpo the Elders, 
which are their helpers & — to aid 
them and aſſiſt them , not bemg willing to 
refuſe the, their lawſullrequeſt: How- 
; ſoener 1 was not ignorant that many of my 


fellow brethr&,unto whom God had mpar- 


poſe 


eras. ftrenghen them againf the horrorcand 


ted his graces, were "wore fit for this prr- - 
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we are to thinke that they areall ſentthe pn iden is 


. them, may not be alwayes alike; yet HY 


25-2 INIT DATED 


poſe then 1 my jelfe Jet for ach the 
members, in what place oF degree ſo ener 
they be in,onght'not to denie the bodie any "my 
labour or fernice, that 1s m therr power to . &. 
perform?: 1 hae aſſared(God _ me) 
to do that, that by his grace he hath ena- 
bled ne,to contet to ſatisfie their deſire. 
Setting therefore apart,other kinds 
of atflictions, wherewith it pleafeth 
God to chaſtiſe and to exerciſe his 
children : we will ſpeake here onel 
of /ichneſſes, and of death, and we will 
briefly and ſhortly propoſe and ſet be- 
fore vs, the moſt apt and tit remedies, 
and comforts that poſſiblie we can, to 2 
inure , and to accultome men wiſely re 
and moderately to vndergo, and to, le . 
beare them. And firſt, to begin with cerning ſocks. 
{icknetles, which are not caſual things, neſſes, + + 1-43 
and which fall not out vnaduiſedly, _ 2 +2 
ſometimes to one, and ſometimes to, days, 
another,as they mecte with them:but j, page, þ 


by the prouidence of God. And how ff God 


ſocuer that the endes, and occaſions of? _ NO AP. -Y 
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good things - and cuill things (which 


are one contrarie to another) come to 


paſſe: yea, and there is not any cuill 
(as Amos laith) neitherin the citic, nor 
inthe fields,but it cometh from God: 
that is, by his determination and ap- 

intment , becauſe he(being almi oh 
fie) ruleth,ordainethand gouecrneth all 


things thatare don in heauen, in earth, 


and inal deepe places. So then as peace 
and warre, libertie and impriſonment 
arc of God : even ſo is health and fick- 
neſle, as Dar did cuer in all his fick- 
neſles confelle,and acknowledge, as in 
the 6.7/a/; ver.1. Saith henot, O Lord 
rebake te not in thime anger netther cha- 
STe/ome in thy wrath? acknowledging 


that the ſickneſle , wherewith he felt 


 himfelfe fo gricuouſly afflited , was 


aneffeR of the anger of God , whom 


© he hadoffended. And therefore he ſaith 


_ in P/al.38.ver.2. For thine arrowes haue 


leaht 


ie th 
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hght vpon me, and thine hand ljeth pon * = 
me,and P/al.z9.ver.2.9.10. 1 Was dumbe Pſu.z9.28* 
and ſpake nothing: 1 kept ſulence enen from 10.” 
good,und my ſorrow was more ſtirred. 1 
ſhould haze beene aumbe, aud not haue 0 
pened my month, becauſe thou diddesF it. 


T ake thy plague away from me, for 1 am 


conſumed by the ſiroke of thine hand. _ 
Likewiſe Hezechias and 1b , did not £43913. 4M 
attribute their ſickneſles to any other, "I 


but to God. Yea and 7obſayth, that IN 14.5 
the ſcurſfe and filth thac came from his - 
fleſh, being halfe rotten, and in thac - 
ſwarme of wormes that it brought ” Fe. 
forth, hedid behold p one of the hands 
of his Sauiour ſtriking him, and che 
other afterwards healing him, 

The verie heathen , and infidels 
themſclues , haue oftentimes acknow- 
ledged, that their (icknefles haue not 
coine vnto them elſewhere then from 


God : who did puniſh them becauſe 
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they had offended him : as he did Phang, | 
raoh and his familie in the time of A4- "PIE 
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- * Szprel, when they would hauc _ 
27.  -backein their countrey the Arke of the 
® ——** "concnant, as a priſoner and captive, |} 

_- after that they had taken it in warre: f 
* where the enemies of Iſrael were con- 
= _ quered,andouercome. We mult then 
| 5H coclude,that fickneſles, and generally, 
B - allafflitions, come fromGod, who 
> *% 35. dothnotany thing but iultly ,* and 
© IAG wiſely : tuſtly, becauſe there 1s no fick- |, þ 
nelle befalleth vs , but we deſerue it: 
and wiſely, becauſe he knoweth what 
maketh for our good, better then wee | 
our ſ{elues, For all his workes are fo wel 
ordered, and diſpoſed,thafighere is no- 
thing but hath his due wajghe, number 
and meaſure , and which'is not groun- | 
ded vpon good reaſon,although often- — * 
times it benot knowne vnto vs. As 
; then the goodnefle , the power, the 
.. wiſfedome, the 1ultice, the vpright- 
ie{lc, the conſtancie and the truth, 
which appeare in all the workes of 
'God,are cauſes for which we approuc 
and praife them : ſo we acknowled- 
eingall theſe vertues in our gs 
an 
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and other aduerſities, we ayp'not to' 1 
cake them in cuil part,but co armeour-— 8 
ſelues with theſe good meditations of | - 
his goodneſle, power, &c. againſt the *. 
impaciencic and bitternes of our heart, 
| which prickethand prouoketh: vs to - 
- | murmur, and torepine againſt God : ("\ 
{ yeca,and oftentimes horribly to blaſs \\ 
| phemehim. when he doth not con- 
| formehimlſelfe vnto our will, and to 
the inordinate delires of our fleſh. 
Which thing it he did , he ſhould be- 
| comelike vnto vs: that 1s, a flatterer, © 
'_  andaconcealer of our vices . Whereas 
contrariwiſe , to the end that we may 
beholy, good, & vertuous, weought to 
| endeuourto make our {clues like vnto 
him,and to ſubmit, and to bring vn- 
der all our afte&tions,and defires vnto 
his will. For otherwiſe we are hypo- 
crites, and ſo oftas in our praters, we 
pits that his will might be done, our 


Mal 6.6. | bs x 
) — 

eart doth ſecretly denie that, that our 

- mouth vetereth, and ſayth vnto vs in 

> ourcare:ah, hypocrite, if thou migh- 


teſt chuſe, thou hadft rather that thy 


* = a; <4 % 
C & Lo * 7 
+ NT. 
a mr} 
BY 8 EY 
's Fs ff $48 $00 
AW p DI 
- RT be * 
C- » s £0 
# $5. -e 
* 
P 7 
$ Ny eds 
a. i Ks 
hs FX 
\ > BY <2 
ve, 


is 45.24. 
Ta go. 
be 


he 4+; 4 T8520 FS 
—x YE YE. 4 
8 DE Ta 2 A PR” gon: 
4 0 4. Xl Shot WY I $> ls Sm 
+ + 5 fg op ©. { LI Pas " Þ "> 
RY 1 HO "> 
My; 2 $12 > 2620 
Co "© wp Lal 
& . "pn DRIFT. .. 


| Comfort for the he, 
be done, CHE the will 
Woo ould be ave? m_ one 
ſpeaketh vnto vs generally of the pro- 
Kher of God, "4 —_ oneinlike 
maner demandeth this of vs, whether, 
that all chat God doth,be well done or 
no), we preſently iumpe, and accord 
with them : yea and we propound the 
ſamevnto ourneighbours and friends, 
when we ſee them 1n any danger,for to 


_ c6fort the, as a molt preſent, ſingular, 


and readic remedie, as any that we can 
aduiſe them in : but when we come to 
apply the ſame vnto our ſelues, we play 
as the Phylitions do , which prouide 
potions for others,but they themſelues 
will not take them. Andindeed, there 
1s nothing that is more neceſſaric,nor 
more profitable for vs , then dayly to 
exerciſe our {elues in the meditation of 
the prouidence of God,& to acknow- 
ledge that it 2ouerneth,ordereth, alte- 
reth , and diſpoſeth all things , to the 
ende , that we alwayes bcholding the 


workman in his worke, we might pre- | 
ſently approoue , and allow thereof, 


knowing 


« 
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knowing verie well, thatnothing can - WV | 
come forth of that ſhop, whithis not ne. 
polliſhed,fined,and m al reſpe&ts com- | 
plete and perfe&. And if we vouchſafe 
this credite vnto crafteſ-men , that w& 
preſently receiue their workes aſſoon 
as we ſee their ſeale and marke vpon 
them , ſhall we be ſo vniuſt, as not: 
toeſteem, and to approue of cheworksN 
of God, wherein we ſee ſuch cuiden 
markes and apparant tokens of his 
goodnes, and juſtice? 0 

True it 18, that that which commeth Proſpertie Wo. 
vnto vs proceeding direly from his oo more < 

34 t or nd hs 
goodnellc,is more delightſome and a+, ,,., .,. ® 
uourie vnto our taſt , then that which «erſttie, 
commeth from his iuſtice: as it com- 
meth to paſle in the workes of nature, 
| whereof ſome are more pleaſant vnto 

vs, then other ſome are, as theday is 

more comfortable vnto vs then the 
_ night, the ſummer ſeaſon more anſwe- 
* rablero ournature, then the winter, 
\ and a faire and ſunne-ſhine day, doth 
it & more reioice' and glad vs, then doth 
Yowring, darke,rainic, and foule wea- 
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I 9 Ger: fo e\ iſe when thi Lordlau oh- 
=, c-ethvpdivs,&thewethvnco vs a ſmi- 
2 rut ,and chearefull countenance , and 

doth louingly and graciouſly on cuery 
We wg wers and comfort vs, with his 
+ mercies,dayly multiplying his fauours 
— towards vs, &continually beautify1ng 
;and bleſſing vs withnew benelites (as 
, the Prophet fayth) this no doubt- is 
-- much morepleaſant vnto vs, then whe 
he ſheweth vnto vs a ſad and a frow- 
ning countenance, and maketh vs to 
fecle ſome rigour , and ſharpnefle of 
his juſtice. Da#:4,did he not take grea- 
ter pleaſure, to heart of the excellent 
promiſes that God made vnto him? as 
that he would firmely eſtabliſh and 
continue his kingdome vnto him, and 
to his children for cuer, that he would 
give him yittorie againſt all his ene- 
mies: whom he ſaw difperſtand ſpred, 
euen as duſt in theplace, to {ee his glo- 
rieand renowme toflie, and on exeine 
fide tobe bruited, and ſpread amongſt |; 
ſtrange people,to heare with his owne | 
-., mouth, that God had found him ac+ '/'s 


| hos Fo es | 2x7 4 P 
cording to his owrie heart, to ali — 
how God did ſeparate and chuſe him, ., 

 euen from keeping the ſheepe, toad- 7 

uance and to exalt him aboueall the 

houſes of Iſrael, and as a nan would 
fay, wholy degrading the whole houſe 
of Saul, to enrich and to adorne Da- © 
uid with the {poiles of San/, being by = 

noother means induced or led + 8 | _ * 

him all theſe fauours but by his m of © "I 

grace & good will towards him': were _ 

not, I ſay,theſe manieand large tokens -- 
of the mercic and zoodneſſe of God :< 
awards him, much more eaſic & plea--* 
ant vnto him to digeſt, then were the . * 
grofſeand grieuous reproches that for 
his ingratitude were gen vntohim, 
after hehad offended, & then were the mW 
fearefull threatnings t at were added 2 Sar lia ' 3h 

thereunto, as the diſcoug ing and pub- g ; E 

Iſhing of his finne, the m aking of his 

houſe t to be attainted with murth er, & 

with bloud,and þ the ſecrecic & ſhame 
ofhis women ſhould be vncouered by 
his owne ſonne. And yet, although that 

ach raw otcby iwuſtice of God w 
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. == " Compfrifer Mets. 
i bento him, and were vnto him at 
- | moſt as burtheti to hard forhim to 
WE % beare: yet he gaue his backe thereunto; 
> S=anddid willingly ſubmit himſelfe, aſ- 
©» ſaringhimſclic of the mercies of God, 
8 (which he alwayes remembred in his 
' mdgements) that the weight and bur- 
then that he laid vpon him,ſhould not 
Wy prcile and weigh him downe. 
| m4 d che next \ way to,make a 
man 1n the iudgements of God quiet! 4 
to ſubmit his ſhoulders ther 'eunto, 18, 
for him to looke vpon the mercies of 
God;which will tel him that there (pal 
be no more layd vpon him (God d&-" 
ling with him as a father , andnot as a 
tyrant) chen what he {hall be well'ena- 
bled to vndergzo. We haue an excellent 
exampleof the patience of Dari, and 
of that humble obedience that he was 
reſolued to ſhew towards God'1n' all 
his adueriities, when as with ſuch a 
peaceable and quiet ſpirit, he didbeare 
and put vp the zricuous and bitter in- 
6; Juries which Shemei by railing & taun- 
£48 S Weeds offred vnto him; cucn then 


when 


© dmfort for the fr ohe: 

whien as for the ſauing of himſelFf 5M 
the confpiragic that Aa. neva * © i=” 
gainſt him, by his owneſonne, and by TN 
the people, he was conſtrained in great 

' haſt, co forſake,and to flie from the £1- 

tic of Hieruſalem.Now, the chicfe and 
principall cauſe which at that time. 

made him.{o gentle and fo milde,. was 

. this, that he refered che inſulencieand 
pride that thus dogge Shemeriniurioul- 

ly offered vato him, vnto the prout-*7; 
dence of God, who had raiſed him vp 

to yomit out theſe Naunderous ſpee- 
ches again{t him : as on the one lide tor 
humble him,ſo on the other fide ro trie 
his patience and vertue. What likewiſew 
was the cauſe}, that lob after ſo manie 
and ſuch great loſſes of his goods, of +» *? 
his chilgren, yea &at the: length of the "24 
loſſeof the healthofhis bodie , did as 
cheerfully and as heartily bleſſe, and 
magnific Gos, as he did in his proſpe- 

ritic and abanclance , cuen then when PY 
he ſatisfied his defiress butthe reſpeRt 
that he had vnto the prouidence of. 
God, which he, bcheld in all his niifies ** 


— ne By _ he was giuen tovnder- 

© - Rand, thatherecciued themfrom gods 
*- hand , as ſpeciall bleſſings and fauors, 
which God beſtoweth vp6 his childre, 
: = cuen vpon his molt deare and beſt 
That al! the beloued ones. Neither ſufficeth it,only 
cirawnſtences to belceue, that all our ſickneſles come 
mowr ſickneſs from God: but we arc further to be- 


as 04Y 


Eo well leeue, that all the circumſtances in. our 
b.. Poſs thews-. cneſſe "rg by 
 falvesdepend Txcknelles come from him © as this, 
©  wponthepro= Whether they be great , long, hurtfull, 
Sidexceof god. oricu ous, languiſhing, and ſometimes 
+ *, 1ncurable, ſo that for the contagion 
* _-* thereof, they do hinderour friends, 
and parents from viſiting and comfor- 
| ting vs, ſo that we can findno morere- 
medie,the didthe poore womi which 
| had the iſſue of bloud, for theſpace of 
Tom57. twclucyceres, or then did the poore 
' man, whotfor the ſpace of cight and 
thirtic yeeres, was tied vnto his bed,by 
meanes ofa palſic , wherewith he was 
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( onfort forthe ficke. =Y 4 
to giue cither' good orill, to taketng” 
benefttes and riches (fm wha He + - 
plealcth, & after what manner &mea- 
ſure it ſeemeth good vnto him, ſo that 
no man can iuſtly complaine of him, 
or with any reaſon demaund of hum, 
why haſt thou done thus, or thus? 

After that this is once refolued of 
in our ſpirits,that not onely fickneſles, 
* butalſoall other euils come vnto vs by 
the prouidence of God, and that inthe 
notice & feeling therof we haue ſharp- thae Gods, 
ned,and refreſhed our comforts,which vii | 
otherwiſe might be dull and wearied: w mes: 60 
T hen further for to comfort'vs, weare * <4; £ 
to conſider, what a one that God is " ha 
that ſendeth vs them , and how neere 
he is vnto vs. For hee + j1s not ſuch a 
God, as arc the gods' of the fooliſh 
Gentiles, which are not anic thing, in 
the places that they are in, which baue 
eycs and ſce not, eares and heare not, Pſal y6.5- 
neither is there any breath in their 
noltrels, nor taſt in their tongues, nor | 
ſpcech in their mouthes , nor hand» Tears 44 
ling in their hands , nor r going in 
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> Comfc omfort for - ihe «f + 
'' feete, neither yet No be briefe)can they 
Ade:  #Eage £3 or hurte'; for they 
| gum" onely mortall, as are men and 
S>O\\ © beaſts : but they are chings altogither | 
I REO which haue neither ſence, nor hs 


vnderſtanding, nor mouing, nor fee- = 


A ng,nor force, nor {tren th. But the | 
Ge: AY 


| Ang < od in whom webelecue, is the crea- 
> tor of heauen, and of carth, which ma- 
'J 9 \ \keth all things to liue, to dic and to | 
| After gas, breath, and whovpholdethrthe world, 7 + 
% and all that is therein, by the onely | 
+ - power of his mightie word, who with 
one of his fingers meaſureth, and poy- 
ſeth them as with a ballance : who | 
-. knoweth the number, and the names WB. 
of the ſtarres, who callech things that A 
are not,as though they were, who bea- 
reth the keyes ofdeath,and of life: who 
isin himſelfe infinite, andall his pow- 
ersareinfinite: for his goodnes, mer- 
cie,wiſedome, imuſtice and truth; are ſo | 
high,and ſo great,that the height ther- ' 
ofis as vnmeaſurable, as is the width 
of them , and the width, or breadth | 
thereof, is as aged paſt meaſute, as ” 
4s ence 
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Comfort for the ſicke. 
the depth or thicknes ef chem. 
further : this louing and moſt mightic 
God, is not farre from vs, neither as in 
reſpeR of preſence, nor of affeftion, 3 
for heisin vs as in his temple, for to £*%* whor 3 
ſan&ifie vs, he is round about vs for tof” 4 3 
couer vs with his fauour,and on euery >/at.;.1 x14. 
fide,to hide vs vnder the ſhadow of his P/a.17.13. 

.—winges : he dwellcth 1n vs, as in his 

houſe, to Couerne, and toenrich vs, to 

beautifie, "and toadorne vs. Our vn- 2.Chronb.x3; 

derſtandines , andour hearts are, as it ge, 

were, his ralleries,and his walks, where 

he walketh , and taketh his pleaſure, 

there aduiſing , and deuifing with ys, 
by divine meditations , and holy ate. 

Etons , wherewith he inſpireth vs, 

And albeit that he filleth heauen and 4 

earth, and howſocuer that the loue £93 5» 

that he beareth vnto his creatures, and org: 

the care that he hath ouer them, be the 4/8453. 2 
cauſe why he aſliſteth & helpeth them "2. 
in euerte thing that is neceſſarie,for the, _* 
preſeruing and vpholding of them : - 
yet we go ſo much the moreneere vn- 
to him , in that that we haue received 
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"> Colon for the bibs 
«3.58. from him thishonour and fauour, that 

- ai Sf i5.8. he vouchedfafe to eſpouſe, and (as it 
>. 5 were)to marrie vs vnto him, &inſepa- 
c—_— rablie to ioine, & to knit vs vato him- 
” withan eſpe;- ſelfe: by meanes of which bond, he re- 
 alllowe, ceiueth vs vnto the communicating, 
3 and partaking of all his benifites and 
3 Aſmmilitude, bleſſings. As then a wife which is wel- 


hath intereſt in him, needech not to 

fearc that he will at ante time do her 

.. any hurt,orentreat her haxdly :ſo may 

* we affure our {clues,that God, who lo- 

ueth vs infinitly , will neither do , nor 

ſuffer to be done vnto vs, anie thing 

which ſhall not make for our good. 

Rew.s.8. Forif (as S, Pau! ſaith) whileſt we were 

It is impoſſible his enemies,he reconciled vs vnto him- 

. thatoy thing ſelfe,by the death of his ſonne : much 
F== ,_ more now , being alredie reconciled, 

HS 4.1. thal we be deliucred by his life. Is there 

which i good, any thing more abſurd,then to thinke 

that God, whois the chiefeſt good,and 

moſt principall felicitie, ſhould be the 

author of any euill? A fountaine, can it 

ſend forth from one and the Gy 
hea 


beloued of her huſband , and which: 
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head, waters that are ſweege and ſowrefTmag 
The heretikes themſclues , as I4arcrom © 
and the Mavichees, for the horrorand 
auoiding of ſuch a blaſphemie, would 
I eſtabliſh ewo beginnings : the one of 
life and of light, and the other of death 
and of darknes : and ſo could not per- ; 
ſwade themſclues,that from God,who 2/4369 
-- 3s the fountaine of all felicitie, and of 
-*— lifc it ſelfe, ſhould proceed any euill, 


or any miſerie. Wherein (namely that 
a from God commeth not any cuil) they 
were not deceiued : but herein was 


their error, that from a true principle, 
they drew a falſe concluſion : for al- Y 
though we do not ſay,that God is the A 
author or ſender of cuill, yet we do not : 
therefore conclude , that there ſhould , 

be two beginnings: neither do weſay, 

that becauſe God is the appointer, the 

ordainer, & the prouider of all things, 

he ſhould be therefore the author of c- 

uill: but this 1s that that we ſay, that 
God gouerneth, ordaineth & appoin- 
teth all things and all actions (other- 
wiſe he were not omnipotent:)but the 
1115 
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24 — (omfortforthe ſicke, 
© euill that is jn them; proccedeth and 
+. rommeth from the malice of Sathan, 
and from-the wickednes and corrup- 
tion that is in men : as for example, a 
wicked ſonne, for the hungrie & gree- 
die deſire that he hath vnto the goods 

' and poſſeſſions of his fither , witheth 
the Nach: yea, and in the endrakcth 


Pa 


a 

=] 
: J away the life of Jus father : his father 
EV & beinga wicked man: as an adulterer or 
» WW. fome ſuch like notorious offender, 
b- V8 which by the law of God ought to die. 
”-” * This purpole and practiſe of his,is not 


IX accomplithed , but by the appointmet 
) of God, & yet God is void &free from 


WV, 


_ 
4 the cuill in the ation. Forit ſftandeth 
Y with the iuſtice of God,that life ſhould 
be taken from this wicked father : but 
} the ſonne was led vnto it , not for the 
ſatiſfying of the 1ulſtice of God,but for 
\the fulfilling of his wicked afteions, 
& couetous humour. And indeed good 
inthe ſame degree that God is : that is 
to ſay, pure and infinite, can no more 
bring forth euill, then fire can bring 
forth cold; or light darknes , or life 
n | death. 


! 
-*Þ 
$ 


; 
; 


F. 


+ - 


ny 


- 5s much as God is alwayes like vnto 


Comfort for the /iCke. ; 
death. And this is the reaſog why God, = 
after that he had created the world, 
and all that is therein, diligently view- 
ing andconfidering all his works,gaue 
this report of them , that chey wereall | 
exceedingly good : which 1s notto be 
referred only to the works of creation: 
but generally without exception, vnto 


all that euer God made or did. For,for , 


Pſ4.102.27, 


himſelfe, and that thereis in him (as », & 
faith S./ames) no variablenes,nor ſha- r,os.x.17. 
dow of changing, as his goodnes SC» * 

ecrnall, o, inand at all timcs can itnoe WV." 
bring for ch any thing,but thoſe works 
which are good, and holy. And this is 
the cauſe, why by the mouth of the 
Prophet he doth anſivere the people, 
that complained vnto him of the great 
calamities that were come vpon them, 
that he was not in any wiſe the cauſe 
of it : but that he for his part did onely 
procuretheir good, and their welfare: 
but they themſclues were thecauſe of 
their ruine, and of all their deſolations 
ehat they ſaw in their coungrig. For, as 


+3» 
4 K. 
M « * 
#.Y 
* *x# 
* ES 
WM 
w F % 7 
NE - 3,*8 
q b .” # 
, __ " *." 
F # ” ow *;* 3H 
e *g "* 
- $a 
. - » l Y, "rf . s . 
7 x Fn 2 &* bee $3 
0 \ * en — ns. 
» F £ T_—_—_ 
% - » po < ; F 4 : \ 4 
,” & Y +. . ls. 457 54” 2 os POce7 1 20 ER 
« B94 KS. 4 TR ag. - — 
p * tas ts 2 ”" a 
$ * " "> yu "0A Fs 9. wes Bans; LE Ie P 


ww 


Hoſea.13. 


= 
£ %, * 


nate; &.\ ba CS Ak ot i > tt ts Whos. A 
OW 1) Se A i ee et EE - * b 
2% *& Fa - OSS, NR 0 7 o 
WIND F< 


wade, fire bringeth forth fire, and all other 
*chings bring forth their like: cuen ſo 
doth God, from whom cannot come 
any thing that is cuill. For, as the rea- 
fon holdeth in naturall thinges, ſo 
doth it in thoſe chings which are ſpiri- 
tuall, and heaucnly. Yeabur, ſickneſle, 
famine,pouerty,barrenneſſe,& warres, 


. 
WY 
"1 ” [1 
” 


; y are they not euils which God ſcndeth, -- 


and whereof he is the author? True 1t<- 
1s,that God ſendeth them,as wel to the 
good, as tothebad; vnto the one, for 
to mn them for cheir ſinnes , which 
in his juſtice he may lawfully do: vnto 
the'other, toexcrciſe their faith, or clſe 
to better them , and to bring them to 

| repentance. 
i et# And indeed if we would be good 
Therght>ſ* husbands (as we ſay ) and vſe well our 
ee © I Gkneſſes , by referring the hoſl 

other afflich- , by referring the vnto thoſe 
ensthat God right ends, for which God ſendcth the 
bringeth vpon ynto vs,we ſhould gather much fruite, 
Puchilarev. 1nd manic good leſſons by them. And 
firſt, thereis nothing that is ſo neceſſa- 
ric for vs, as to know our ſinnes, our 

corruption, and thevice that is in = 
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Comfort for the ſokes * 

for to humble vs before God, ani 
make vs to ſearch and to ſeeke 
grace, which is the onely meanes ; 


by. 
4 which our {1nnes may be forgiuen, by 

?. yered, andhidden beforehim, forthe ©” 
' ' auoidingothis wmdgement,and of con- | 
' _demnation,which otherwiſe ſhould be 

- prepared for vs, if our {linnes were not 

' forziuen vs. Whence is 1t, that weare 

; © ſfoblinde inthe tudgements, that we xe ; needfull 
j procure vnto our ſclucs? Euen from that God do 
- rhatexcceding and vnmeaſurable loue 2c ſ#cb mrens 
[ that we beare vnto our ſ{clues, which rode, T4 

| doth ſoblindandbleare our eyes, that ,,,.. ah < 
we cannot perceiue nor diſcouer the tamed, 
malice, the hypocrite , thefalſe ſhew, 
the pride, the vanitie, the 1niurie, the 
unpietie, the 1dolatrie , the inhumani- 
cic,and the infinite peruerſnes and fro- 
wardnes that our heart,cuen fromour 
birth, was defiled with, apd in aQions 
bringeth torth,as occaſions are offered 
vnto vs. For although that weall go 
about for a while, to couer and to con- 
ceale the malice that we hauec concei- 


ucd in our hearts,as do women, which 
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would hide their being with child, yet 
when they begin to be great,and when 
the cime of their deliuerie approcheth, 
then are they conſtrained to auouch 
ehat,thae before they had denied : ſofis 
it with vs; for we will not confeſle our 
faults and ſinnes , vnrill that by appa- 
rant and manifeſt proofes we be gon- 


uinced : yea,and then we will (if poſi.” 


blie we can ) leſſen and extenuate 1n 
ſome ſort, the enormity of our faults & 
offences. Whereof we haue annotable 
example inour farſt parents: who al- 
though they were before God ( vnto 
whom nothing can be hid or couered) 
and were then liuely and ſuthciently 
accuſed,and purſued in their own con- 
ſciences : yet they vſed all the ſleights 
and fetches that they could , for to dif- 
ouiſc themſelues, and to turn from 
them the fault chat they had commit- 
ted: notbeing led to confeſle, neither 
by the feareand reuerence of God, who 
ſpake vnto them,nor by the accuſation 
and guilt of their.owne conſciences, 
which on euery ſide preſſed them ther- 

t 0 unto 


- (omfors forthe fee. ow 
unto; neither yet would franckly ac- " 
knowledge, without doubling, ther 
diſobediece,their ingratitude & pride, 2 
4 into which they had plunged them- <q 
i, ſelues. Wherin we may ſce,what a hard | 
 thingitis for men, truely, and with- 
out hypocriſic to confeſle their ſinnes. 
' Wemay ſcethis to be true in the Pa- 
+ .triarks,who did fo long dillemble and 
| - eonceale their wickednes , their cruell 
| and ynnaturall conſpiracie which they 
| madeagainſt their poore brother, that 

they would neucr confefle it,vntil that gx 42-21 

they were coſtrained, and enforced by wr 

the agonic and diſtreſſe that God 

brought them vnto, to make them to 

rememberit. And Daxid, howlong Cf 

was heaſleepe in his finne? Wherin he a 

neuer bethought himſelfe ſeriouſly,vn- 

till he felt hmſelfe luely touched with 

the hand of God,ſo that he found him- 

ſclfe almoſt preſſed downe, as he him- 

ſelfe confeſſed. P/a/.32. 4. 5 For thine Þſal32.45. 

hand is heauie vpon me day and nightand ._ 

mymoiſture is turned into the drought 


of ſommer. Selah, T hen 1 acknowledged 
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my ſinne vnto theeneither hid [ mine 1115- 
guitie : for I thought, 1 will confeſſe a- 
gainſt my ſelſe my wickedneſſe vnto the 
Lord, and thou forganeſt the puniſhment 
of my ſnme. Selah. And ſaint Peter af- 
ter that 'he had ſo many times, and fo 
ofren denied his maiſter,as to forſwear 
and to curſe himſelfe, it he euer knew 


him, had he not therein continued,and. 


ſo had beene vtterly caft out of tire 
Church of God, as weil as /z4as, and 
an infinit copanic of other apoltataes, 
who finally diſpaired : if Ieſus Chriſt 
had notcaſthiseye vpon him, and by 
looking on him,did ſo inwardly picrce 
his conſcience, that he made him both 
feele, and bewaile his ſinne? And Saint 
Parul,who as a mad and furious beaſt, 
ſought amongſt all the Chriſhans, to 
kill and deuour them , did he of him- 
ſelfe repent for his faults? Nay,rather 
was he not obſlinate and hardened to 
waſt and to ſpoile the flocke,if that the 
ſtrong hand of the ſhepherd that wat- 
cheth ouer it, had not curbed, & ſhort- 


ncd him,conſtraining him by force to 
acknows- 
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acknowledge, and tofecle the great c- "—*» 
uill and miſchiefe that he did? By theſe 2 
few examples, we may eaſily ſee, that » 
me,although they be couercd, fraught, 
and filled with an inficite number of 
ſinnes, yetcan they not acknowledge, 
nor feele them, if God beſtow not this 
grace vpon them, toſet, and to place 
them before their eyes. And this isthe 
cauſe, why in many places of the ſcrip- Jo 
ture,repentace (which partly confiſteth | 
in the acknowledgement of finne, and 

in the diſpleaſure that a man hath for ,, Tim.2.35 _ © 
finne)is called the gift of God. Foras by. 
we cannot know God, nor the good- 
neſle that we ought to ſeeke in him, ; 
neither can we belecue in his goodnes, ol 
vnleſle that webefarſt, inwardly illu- ; : 
minated and in[1ghtened by his ſpirit, 
and outwardly taught by his word: c- ; 
uen ſo can we not either well know e 4 
our ſelues , or ſound the depth of the I 
viceand fin that isin our hearts, vnles 
that the ſpirite of Gcd giue vs eyes to 
view, and tobehold our ſelues in the 
mirrour;or glaſle of his lay. For natu- 


So 


p fort gs the TI 


rally we can nomoreſce our ſelues,and 
char that isin vs, than could the olde 
woman Zamia, that is mentioned in 
the fables, that ſhe had eyes which ſhe 


taltfromher owne houſe, toprie, and 


to eſpic what was done in her neigh- 


bours houſes. Vnto which tendeth the 
fable that Ae/ope hath, where he ſaith, 


that we all caric the bagge behind vs, 


wherein we put our owne dete&ts,and 


faults, to the intent they ſhould not 
"come 1n ourſight; and before we doe 
ut the linnes of our neighbors, to the 
end that in ſecing them, we might haue 
{ome argument or matter to backbite 
them, or to ſpeake euill of them. And 
indeed ic is a thing to be wondred at, 
thatthough our ſinnes being as fickneſ. 
ſes that are ſore and daungerous, Or ra- 
cher altogether deadly : that yet not- 
withſtanding they are 'G fleightly,and 
flenderly felt of them that are helde 
therewith. For we ſec that thoſe that 
 arcidolaters,hypocrites, proude ,couc- 
tis, aud fenſuall, do flouriſh & braue 
it, withoutanie gricuing or vexing of 
them- 
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Comfort for the fake. = 74 3 

themſclues for their finnes. Nay,which © © 
is more,the idolater neuer taketh more 
delight and pleaſure, then when he be- 
holdeth, kiſſeth, and worlhippeth his 
4 ;dole : neither is the hypocrite more 7 
Y content,then when by ſome outwarde - 3 
: appearance of ſome counterfcit or fci- "I 
| ned vertue , he may inſinuate hiralelfe 
Y _ intoſome oood opinion , and fo get 
| vnto himſeife ſome reputation, and] be 
thought vertuous:: and others neue 
thinke themſelues more happie and 
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b bleſſed, then when peaceablie they ſos 3 
if lace, and delight themſclues,, with the”. ---. Fe 
k honours,riches, and pleaſures of this 4 
] world,which they deſire: and the cauſe 
| of al this is,becauſe they haue no touch' 

I or feeling of their finne: which indeed” * 

fl 15 the moſt daungerous , and fearefull 


of all : as in bodily diſeaſes , thoſe- 

are moſt dangerous, whichibring with » - 
them leaſt eriefe: as the Palfie, the Li- * 
.thargie, the Apoplexic, andother ſuch 
cold diſeaſes : for ordinarily ſuch arc 
incurable. Which was the cauſe, that 
-made anancient father Lo lay 
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+. that hedefired not tobe fickeat all,bue 


fitiſo fell out that he ſhould be fi ke, 
R then did he deſire,that he might ſpec- 

$ dily fcelchis diſeaſe: wherby he would 
| giue vs to vnderſtand,that there is no- 

\ thing more dangerous, than to be ſick, 

© «and not to be aware of it, What then 
a ſhall become of vs, which neuer thinke 
el that we are ſo vicious,and {infull.as in- 
VF mn weare, and alwayes thinke that 
3 weare more .riehteous and holy, then 
EZ & adoud wearc? For we neuer ballance 
—- IJ S norpoiſcour vices , and our vertues, 
: I but with falſe meaſures and weights: 
'> becauſe when we come to weigh or 
It "A poiſe our vices, wee take the lighter 
4 = \ \ weights: 8 the greater, when thee que- 
Eo ni {tion1s of our vertues,which we conti- 
(4 A; nually think to be greater, then indeed 
JN they are,by meanes of that furious and 
mad ſclfe-loue, which we haue of our 

ſclues, which dazzeleth and bleareth 
Af rude. our f ght. And cuen as vapoursand 
Fa ſmoke, which morning and cucning 
- 24,, doariſefrongthe carth, being c put be- 
Rs twixt our 1 12ht and the ſunnc, maketh 
it 
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Conforfor the fake. | 
it ſeeme vnto vs to be orpee then in- 
deed it is : ſo when webehold our yer- 


| tues, ouer and againſtthis ſelfeloue, 
: which couereth our eyes, we do then. 
} 


1udge them tobe much more great , & 
excellent, then indeed they are. 

What then are we to do for the cor- 
r:ting & amending of this falle radg= 
ment, that we make of our ſclues, 1d- 

inzour ſelues to be more righteous, 
and leſſe ſinful then indeed we are? We 
ought to learneto know our ſeiues: th 
which, that we may the better do, we 
oughe day and night to meditate in 
the law of God : referring thereunts 

our thoughts,our affections, our ſpec- 
ches, our aRivns: & to be brief,al the e- 
ſtate of our life, as vnto a molt {traight 
rule, according vnto which all our 
| whole life ouzht to be meaſured, and 
framed. But becaule that we are vnpro- 
fitable ſchollers, and give not our 
cndeuour and labor to applic this ſtu- 
die, God,as a good malter,and as one 
his chil- 
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-7 anfore fr the fke. 
cl 7 e, to awaken, and toſtirre vs 
K And mo fickneſles, andother morti- 
 Getons of ourfleſh , to make vs to 
know the corruption that is in vs. For | 
thcreis nothing that doth morebring 
vs vnto the obedience of the wil of 20d, | 
then doth good and wholeſome di "x 
pline(as ſaith E/2y:)which teacheth me 
wmſtice when the idgements of God 
are vÞd earth. And Dam faith,P/a.119 
bo 67.Before I was afflifted,il went aftray : 
= 119.67. but now 1 heepe thy word. elswhere.ng 
ao 76 71, It ts 000d for me that 1 hane beene 
2 affhed, that I may learne thy ſtatutes, 
Thrs is then a very profitable thing 
fora man, that when ſickneſles and 0- 
ther aduerlities come ynto vs,we know 
how to vſe them: for they make vs to 
know and to feele our finnes , whereas 
contrariwiſe , health and proſperitic, 
make vs to forget. For when as in the | 
flowre and prime of our age,we being 


healchfull and luſtie, and all things go 


the world laughing vp- 
inke ypon nothing, but . «+ 
fulnes and brauerie, like 4& 


vato 
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fers. And if any man ſhould then goe "ih 
about to giue vs to vnderſtand of our 7 
ductie, he ſhould but loſe his labour, E72 
and the time: for there is nothing more RN -_ 
fierce, more {tubborne, more head- T . 
ſtrong, and more hard to betaught, & $-* 
then a man that is pampered, and as it, 2d& 
were dandled by Fortune, and puffed \ N.>' Iv 
vp by proſperitie, For which thing $ 3 
God reproueth his people, by his Pro- EI Og, 
phet, I would often haue ſpoken des oo 

. theein thy proſperity', but thou woul-S@ oY 
deſt not vouchſafe to heare me: and 2, 1 
ſuch hath bene thy cuſtome cuen from V _ 
thy youth. And Sa/om0 ſpeaking of \- 4 

the proſperitic of fooles, ſaith , that it by 

1s that that ouerthroweth and beſot- 
teth them. Truely it is veric hard(as 
Zenophon laith ) for a man to be wiſe aud 
wealthie both at once: and being exalted 
vnto honour, and abounding 1n riches 
and pleaſure , to know that heis but wg +5 
duſt and athes, as did Abraham: or to cnarll _ 
acknowledge that they,/are nothing aa - * 
but vanitie, as did Daid: but contra- P/ 
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3» . Comfort for theſiche. Rs 
riwiſe weallthinke, that we are petite | 

or halfe Gods: as we may euidently ſee 

in Aſhur, Nebuchadnezzar , Antiochns 

T heos, Xerxes, Alexander, Herod, and 
Domitian, who by meancs of their pro- 
ſpcritic, became ſo infolent,and ſo va 
tic,that they would cuen denieand de- 

fie God. Which thing Phitp king of * 
Macedonia conſidering , to the intent - 
that by the happie ſucceſle that he had 

in his affaires, he might not fall into 

ſuch arrogancie , tooke order with one 
of his chamberlaines, that he ſhould ec- f 
uery morning,when he waked him,fay | 
vnto him, Phil, remever that thou art 
a mortall man. And herein did he veric 
wiſely: for ſeeing that profperitic is a 
verie pleaſant and delightſome thing, 
which beſotteth & maketh me drunk, 
yea, and Julleth them a ſlecpe more 
ealily , then doth the ſweete and plea- 
fant wine which they drink,or the allu- 
ring and delightful melodie that they 
heare. The fickneſles then which awa- 
ken vs, and which make vs to know 
what 15 oureſtate, and to know that Fi 
lnng. i 
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F Comfort prog the v6" KC Oh 
ſin whichis in vs,is the principal cauſe " 
which breedeth and bringeth forth in 
vs lickneſles,are verie profitable:which 
we ought to take as ſpeciall aduertiſe- 
ments, ” which God ſendeth vnto vs,to 
make vs to remember him, and to do 
our endeuour to ſecke him. Which 
thing we doe, firſt in confeſling our 
faults.before hin; with a contrite and V EY 
an huinble heart , with a feeling of his S-8 
wrath , and with diſlike of our -ſclues, Q 
that we hauc offended him, after the 
receiuing of ſo manie graces, bleſſings, 
and fauours which we haue had from 
him in ſo great abundance, that we 

know not how, not onely not to num- 
ber and to count them, but alſo ſufhici- 
ently not to comprehend, nor to con- *. ſal qo.y, 
cciuethem. Moreouer , that we may 
be the morceffecually and throughly 
touched, and pricked with the feeling 
of our in pratitudes, we are to remem- 
ber , that tbeing at the firſt created, ac- 
cording cothe i image and likeneſſe of 
God,and by this meanes farre exalted 
abouc all the creatures of the earth, —_ : 
D Li 
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7 Jithout hauing reſpec vnto the dig- 
mitic wherein God had placed vs, we 
haue not onely blemiſhed and darke- 
ned it,but almoſt veterly defaced; and 
put icout,, wholly turning our ſelues 
from ri ;ohteonſnes, hotineſl, ce, & truth, 
which are the graces, whereby we may 
be like vnto him; to follow the errors 
and vanities of this world , the fooliſh 
defires,and inordinate affections of our 
fleſh: and in a word, to walke in our 
owne wayes , and in the wholeconrſe 
and ſtate of our life, to {ct before vs the 
yeric reſemblance and image of the 
dine]l: and afterward he brought vs 
from the darknes of 12norance,w here- 
with we wereenwr apped , and entom- 


bed, *and hath ſhewen vnto vs the 


briehenes of his face, by the preaching 
of his cofpel , and by the knowledge 
which he hath giuen vs of his ſonne, 
to the end that we ſhould follow him, 
who is the light ofthe world,and not 
communicate any longer with the 
workes of darknes. But leauing our 


a , and > that he hath mar- 
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Comfort for the ſicke. 41. 
kedout for vs, weare reeled and ſtrag- >  _* 
led aſide into a thouſand by-pathes, 
like vnto-poore blind men, hauing no 
man to direct & lead vs , but our owne 
appetite and fooliſh phantaſie , which 7 ohn.5.7. 
\ are but blinde guides : vntill that we y4.2 4.5, 
oftentimes come vnto the pits brinke, 
\- and are readie cuen to fall in , and to 
; bevtterly deſtroyed, vnleſleit pleaſed 
God to ſurmount, and to ouercome 
our malice by his goodnes, and cuen 
/ thento remember vs, when we haue 
A Ccleane forgotten him. Moreouer, he 
" had deliucred vs from the bondage 
of the diuell, and of finne, which was 
much more hard and cruell then was 
that of Egypt, and of Babilon, & freed 
vs, tothe intent that we ſhould ſtand 
faſt in the libertie, which he had ſo 
franckly and freely procured vnto vs, 
by the death of his onely and welbe- 
loued {onne. But how oft haue weloo- 
ked backe as did Lots wife? not onely 
wilhing for the fleſh-pots of Egypt: 
but alſo taking our 1ourney to returne 
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vnder that yoke, from whence 


| Fig & had bene taken, louing rather to 
W-h —m—— and miſerablic vnder 


the tyrannie of the diuell,of the world, 

Vand of our fleſh, then bleſſedly, andin 
*ghonour, vnder the kingdome of the 
tonne of God. 

Furthermore,how haue we acknow- 
ttdged this fo great and vnſpeakeable 
erace that he hath wrought for vs, 
hen (as a man would ſay ) he hath 
ome and ſought vs, euen when we 
haue bene at the brothell houſes, and 


EE as it were bewitched with the 


ſpirite of fornication , haue with eger- 
nes runne thereunto, and haue gwen 

. > ourſelues vnto the diuell, whohath 
FI bin the companion that we met,which 
Y way ſocuer we haue gone, playing the 
v harlots with him publikely, not beg 
"Jrith: held neither with fear, nor ſhame, 
| hor with the reuerence of God, who 
F hath bin che beholder of all this pollu- 
Y \S tion and filthie infamie 2 Which not- 
| N withſtanding, hath not hindered him 


fron) aſſembling, and gathering vs in- 
to 


( orefort for the ſicke. 


Comfort for the ſicke. 43 - :- 
to his houſe, for to marrie and to ioine | 
vs vato himſelfe, with ſucha true knot 

of amitic and loue,which can neuer be 
vndone : requiring of vs no other gift 

or dowric, but chaſtitie and modeſtie, 
promiling to forget al our former leud 
life,to che inter char hereafter we ſhold 

”" rendervnto him faith & loyaltie, Now 
conflidering how often,and how many 
wayes we haue broken ths our marri- 
re, playing the harlots with: the 

W —_ d, and with our ow ncluſts, ſcme 

x of vs s making a Godof our owneflcth, 

| others of their riches, others of their 
belly, others of their pleaſures , and 

others of their ritles and di Tnities,Wor- 
ſhipping our afte&ions and deſires 

which we haue placed in our hearts, as 

vpon an altar, or ſoine excellent place 

in the temple of God , which we haue 

by this meancs polluted and propha- 

| ned, and ſo by conſequent haue deſer- 

| ucd to die theacath : that is, vtterly, & 
for cuer to be rafed and rooted out. 

 - And whata ſhame and reproch is this 

** vatovs, that hauing bene cleed and 
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choſen from the re{t of the world, and 
of the children of wrath, as naturally 
we were, to be made the ſons of God, 


to this end,that we ſhould live and'die .. 


1n his ſeruice, and ſhould for ener vow 
vnto him,louc, feare, honour,and obe- 
dience,with all our heart, and with all 
our power? And yet notwithſtanding 
all this, that in our whole conuerſati- 
on, we haue alwaycs ſhewed our ſelues 
rebellious, {tubborne, and {tifnecked: 

reietingall diſcipline , and ſtopping 
our cares like vnto the ſerpent. that we 
* might not be enchanted by theſweete 
voice of the goſpel : taking vnto our 
ſelues {tony and vncircumciſed hearts, 
to the end that the promiſes and ordi- 
nances of God ſhould not be engrauen 
in them? How often hath our ſhep- 
heard aſlaied to gather vs vnder his 
wings , as the hen would her chickens, 
and we would not > How oft hath he 
ſretched forth his hands to embrace 
vs, and we haue bene alwaycs rebelli- 
ousand gainſaying 2 How oft hath he 


knocked at our acres , and we hauc 
: t - not 
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not vouchedſafe to open vnto him? 
When he hath ſought vs, we haue fled 
from him : when he hath called vs, we 
would not anſ{were : when he hath co- 
maunded vs to follow him , we haue 
made our felues wearic: when he hath 
ſtrike vs, we haue hardened our lelues, 
cuen as the anuile againſt che blowes 
of the hammer : when he hath cheri- 


ſhed vs, we hauec flattered our ſclues : 


whether he would haue allured vs by Math. rz.x7 


his promiſes , or terrified vs by his 
threatnings : we haue bene ſtubborne 
and obſtinate to belecue the one, and 
to mocke at the other. To be briefe, 
by what meanes ſocucr he hath gone a- 
bout for to catch vs, we haue full Car- 
ried our ſelues like vnto wild and ſa- 
uage beaſts. 


"Minor we were his vineyard, E/9 51%: 


in which he greatly delighted, & wher- 
in he ſpared no colt, to trim it, and to 
dreſleit after a moſt exquiſite maner, 
he had made a moſt curious,{trong,and 
furc hedge, and fence, in hope that he 
ſhould gather much fruit at conueni- 
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ent'time: but it falles out cleane eotra- 
ric; forin ſteadof bringing ferth good 
grapes, wc haue broght forth veriuice, 
and ſowrehieſle, and lo haue giuen him 
occaſion , that we ſhould oftentimes, 
long ago hane beene plucked forth of 
the hedge, and ſhould as old withered 
and drie branches , have beene caſt an 
hidred times into che fire, to haue bin 
ſcorched and burnt for cuer, and cuer. 
And whence hath it com Iikew1ſe, that 
being fruitleſſe, and barren trees, and 
thatin che dayes and times of proſpe- 
ritie: as the prophet ſpeaketh, Icfus 
Chriſt likewiſe finding vs fruitleſle, 
that he ſhould not cuen at the verie 1n- 
{tant curſe vs, as hedid the fgge tree? 
For with what pretence or excuſe car 
we colour , or couer our barrenneſle? 
Were we not as a tree plated along by 
the cleare and pleafaunt riuers of the 
word of God, wherewith we haue bene 
continually watered? And yet behold, 
we haue brought forth no more fruite 
then the briers, which haue beene vpon 


the dry and vpland ground:or then the 


thornes 
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anding ticks is 
laid to the-root of a eueric tree which 
bringeth not forth fruite) hath kept vs 
from being cut vp by the root, & from 
being caſt into the fire, tobe burne c- EM 
ecrnally. We cannot demi but that we MY 
haue beene as vnproficable branches, © + 
and that oftentimes we haue not. 1.Cor. ww 
ypon the corner ſtone, nor vpon the 12, 
precious foundation of vs, andof the 
church.What is the cauſe, that wehane 

not bene driven away with the wind, 

and why the fire hath not conſumed vs 

and our works ? The prophets hereto= 

fore haucreproucd, and reproched Tu- 

dah, for that that ſhe hath iuſtified her 

ſiſter, by meanes of the wickedneſſes 

and abominations , wherewith ſhe had 2% 
polluted her ſelfe fore then ſhe had: % 
but we may well confeſle, that we haue _ 
1aſ{tified them both. For what kinde of : 
wickednes haue we omitted,or for got- 
een to commit 2 Haue not wickednel- 
ſes, blaſphemies , prophaning of the 
pure and layfull ſcruice of God, con- 
ecmpt 
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rempt of his worde, iniuries, oppreſſ1- 

ons, wrongs, rebellions, diſobedience, 

hatred, enuie, murther, whoredome, 
backbiting, haue they not, I ſay, reig- 
ned amongſt vs? It we ſhall iudge of 

the goodnelle of the earth,by the good 

fruits chat it bringeth forth, being well 

tilled and trimmed, and well bedewed 

XN. and moiſtencd with -raine from hea- 

Q aen: what ſhali wee then contrarilie 
judgeofthat earth, which hauing in al 

Y ef peas receiued an infinite abundance 
Ws m >-of benediftions and bleſiings from an 
a WV-77. 5 high, cuen from the father of light : 
I Neothyctnotwithſtanding, bring forth 
"> nothing but baggage , thornes and 
> \hiſtles? What vſe,and profite haue we 

made of the examples (I will not ſay) 
» of ourchildren,of our ſeruants , or of 

our friends(as weare bound)but not of 

"the leaſt of the creatures in the world, 

all which hold themſclues in obedi- 

ence vnto their creator , without alte- 

'ringor changing the- roome or place 

'thathe hath appointed them vnto, or 

without being wearie to execute ”; 

Will, 
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will, and his comtmaundemente.Ourfa- * = 
thers heretofore haue ſeene, and we af< _ - : + 
ter themnow doſce, that the heauens, . 
the ſunne; the moone, the {tarres ,. the v4 

elements, the liuing things, the plants, Q/ mY J/ 
and the trecs, haue alwayeseuen from \ V3 

the time they were firſt created , gone F TY 7 
on forward in one courſe, and haue(as | 
a man would ſay) in their courſes, mmar- 
ches and motions, obſerued and kept 

that meaſurethat Gad hath giuen vn«* 

tothem, without either paſſing their 

bounds, or confuſedly troubling that 
order,whichat thefr{t was vniuerlally 

eſtabliſhed, and appointed : but men 

alwayes haue beene, and (till will beir- 

regular,and without order, And,whiclr” 
is worſe, we dayly ſee, that themoſt 

part,who for the heaping vp of the full 

meaſure of their former faults, do adde. 
thereunto impudencie, {topping their | 
cares vntoall wholeſomedotctrine, and 5 
by their whole cariage ſhewing them 
ſelues tohauec ſhamcleſle and whoriſh _. * 

faces. . Where is now a dayes amongſt 793-16 = 
finners this ſhame., I TO ISILS7 Den. 9.8 
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= _. face that Damz/had ? Where is tho- 
þ Eolenb. 3- rowout the whole carth,che viſage and 
3 countenance of the poore publicane, 
who for ſhame that he had fo often 
offended his good God , durſt not 
lift vphis eyes vnto heauen? Where | 
arethe rivers of teares, and of weeping | 
z of the poore {innefull womanin ſuch 
* creat a abundance, that they ſufficed to 
walh the feete of Teſus Chriſt 2 Where 
= are the eyes turned into riuers of wa- 
E. ter, as were /eremmes, to bewaile,and to ; 
” Tereg.l> mournefortheſinnes and miſeries that 
arein the world 2 Whereis this gricfe | 
bo: and bitterneſle ofheart, wherewith the 
oF "Les _ Apoſtle Saint Peter was pricked , as 
WM ſoone as euer his {in came in his Gehe? 
_ - Whereis this compunttion,& woun- 

4 ba. 4 ding of the heart that the people the- 
| ; fag7: 23, wedaaſter the doctrine and ſpeech that 
Saint Peter had made vnto them, for * 
that they had ſo wickedly conſented 
ynto the death of Teſus Chriſt, to ſatiſ- 
fieand to content the wicked deſire of 
the vngodly pricſts 2 Where is the 
_ and — ofheart,wher- 
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| Comfort for the ficke. 5x ' *® 
with Dazid was preſſed , when with 
ſobs and fighes,deeply hecried out and Bo 
aid, P/al.6.6. 1 fainted in my mournmg : P[41.6.6, + 
I cauſe my bed enery night to ſwimme,and 
water my conch with my teares. And elſe 
where, P/al.51.3. For I know mine int- 
quities , and my ſinne 18 ener before me. 
Whereis the ſackcloth,& alheswhere- ronat'3.7. 
with the Niniuites declared chat their 
repentance was ſound,and true: & with 
which,without doubt they ſhall,at the 
day of indgement condemne theſe 
maskes of ſcourgers, & penetentiaries 
that we ſee to be in Italic , and Awg- 
non? Where is the man, nowadayes, 3 
that for ſorrow,and griefe that he hath —__-  ® 
offended God,doth rent; teare,and dil- 
hgurehimlſelfe, as the prophet in his 
time willed thoſe, whom he exhorted 
vnto repentance , to turne from the 
wrath of God, when they were threat- 
ned: or toappeaſe and to mittigate it 
by conuerfion , when they were forc-+ 
warned 2 Where ſhall a man findone, - 
that hath his ſoule and heart pierced 
with agonies.,and gricfe,with an hum 
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the feare that we haue to effend God , the 
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of (Comfort forthe ſithe. 
le, lowly, and a broken ſpirit , as the 
Prophet 7oe/! demaundeth , with a di- 
ſtteſſed & a mournful conſcience, with 
ſound hatred, and fincere diſpleaſure, 
frec from all diſſimulation and hypo- 
crific,and doth prefent himfclfe, betore 
the maieſticof God, with a true con- 
feſlion ofhis faults, and in all humilitic 
to defire and tocrauchis mercie,for the 
forgiueneſle of them. 

 -By this may a man perceiue,what 
1s the hardneſle ang theſtubbornnes of 
our hcarts , what is the ſlender feeling 
that, we haue for our {innes , the little 


vnto him, and the poore and ſmall 0- 
bedience that we qperforme vnto [1im. 
And being ſuch,what faith? what faith 
(O good God) can we haue in thee? 
Faith(as Saint Peter ſaith)purifieth the 
hearts. What faich then can they pre- 
tend, which as yet haue their hearts full 


offalth and of corruption ? their hearts 


being indeed fat,, and puffed vp with 
ambition , with pride, with couctoul- 
| : neſle, 
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neſle, with pleafure, with unpacienci 

with reucnge; with hatred, withenuie, 
and with other ſuch like fleſhlie and 
inordinate paſſions' and affeftions ? 
Faith ought to regenerate vs , and co 
make vsnew creatures, and of earthly 
men,to make vs heauenly:of carnall,ed 
makevs ſpirituall' men : of the chil- 
drenof wrath, and gdarkneſle, ts make 
vs thechildren of grace, and of lighe: 
to be briefe , of 'demils it maketh vs 
angels. Whoſoeuer asyct then hath his 
heart glewed,& fiftned vnto the earth, 
and hath nor his. ttinde ſet "on thoſe 


thereuntoand makethhumſelfa bond- 
ſlave , or a prifoner, he doth therein a- 
buſe the grace of God : and wheteas he 
ſhould maintaineand vphold it, by li- 
uif1n his feare, and inobedicnceynts 
his holy will, he doth oucrthrow It, 

and through ouetmuc} -_ gocth 
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* - Goutofthar way, whercunto he had be- 


fore | gwen himſelfe, vnder a vaine con- 
fidence that he had, that he ſhould al- 
wayes findit preſt and readie,to excuſe 
and to couer all. his {1nnes,and fo he de- 
ceiucth himſclfe , thinking himſclfe to 
x faithfull, where as his faith isno bet- 
terthan that ofthe deuils, and ſhall be 
able at the day of-mdgement to bene- 
fiteor to comfort him no more than 
_ theirs ſhall them. ' Furthermore faith, 
doth it not deliner ys from the codem- 
nationand iudgementof God : as our 
{amour Chriſt ſaich- he that belceucth 
ſhall not comento judgement : and 
-” Saint Par{fayth ,thereis no condem- 
nation to them,whoby faith arc incor- 
Poratedinto the bodic of Teſus Chriſt? 
Neow.choſc which liyeaccording tothe 
Heſh, and which without any fare do 
commit thoſe things which God hath 
forbidden: and contrariwiſe, do omit 
t ſe things that God hath comman- 
ded,hozy can they ayoid the ſentence of 


death,& ofrhe curſe which is proyoun- 


ccdin þlaw,againſt all choſe which do 
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+ theluſts thereof, killing the old man 
' with all his wicked affeRions, flying 
. from, and deteſting all kind of vices, 
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__ Comfory for the fickg. 5g - 1 
erigreſſe the ſame, for as muchas they 
ſinne wittingly , willingly, and of ſee 0 
purpoſe? If their conſcience condemne & 
chem, God, who is greater then their 7-7obn. 3. 207) 
conſcience, which vnto the bottome 7/4431 "7 
ſearcheth,& ſoundeth their harts, how a” 
can he forgiue them ? Moreouer, true 
faith doth ſo cloth vs with the righte- 
ouſnes of the ſpirit of Ieſus Chriſt, that 
itdothin ſuch ſort embrace & follow? 
the ſpirit, that the one: namely fayth £ 
15 neuer fond without the other. Fora(- 
much then as the ſpirite of God can- 
not remaine invs, vnles it produce his L 
worke: that is,vnleſle it do illuminate, Gzl.5.24." * 7 
ſanQifie, quicken, guideand gouerne Epheſ. 4.23. 
vs in our counſels, thoughts, affeQi- Geet MY 
ons, wordes and actions: what faith can 4 
we imagine that we hauc,if we ſhew it 
not by a holy and godly conuerſation, 


mortifying & crucifying our fleſh with 


and on' the other ſide applying our 
Flucs vnto cueric good vertue: abſtai- 
E nj 
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ling vpon the ſeas ta the Indies,or to a- 


ueric at. 0A hath any ſhe, or ap» 
pearancethereof : and te conclude, 
continuing this exerciſe without in+ 
terruption ynto the-end of our life. For 
ifany one (as ſayth the Prophet) that 
hath for ſome certaine ſpace endcuou- 
red to liue well, and afteryard ſhal de- 
cline,and go afide out of the right way 
before he come vnto the enide , God 
will not any whit remeber his former 
righteouſneſles, nor: allow vnto him 
any one of them when he ſhall come 
to reckoning . For he doth not pro- 
miſe faluation and life vnto them thar 
ſhall begin well : but vnto them one- 


Iy,that ſhall with an inuincible, de- 


l;ght and courage perſcucre, and con- 
tinue vnto the ende. Neither giueth he 
che priſe &crowne of ummortalitie vn- 
to any, but vato thoſe that ſhall runne 
tothecnde of the race, and gaole, and 
which ſhall fight and ſtrine vnto the 
yery end,and laſt gafpe of their life. For 
what ſhall it profite a marchane, ſay- 


ny 


og p 
ee 


ter hauing cſcaped many Ty & dans | 
. gers, & hauing failed proſperouſlly for ** 
{ome good ſpare (asfor ſome 14.0r 15. — 
—_ he [7 atp laſt cometobreak "4 
his ſhip, and ſball irs ſhip-wracke, : 
: » Ten at the verie brim and brinke of 
_ theport,, or hauen, wherehe 1s readie 
2 rolandandarriue. All chey that wene 
'., outof Egypt vnder thecodud of X7o- 
j /es,entred not into the land of Canaan: 


W% HR 
* og - ” 
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2 for the greater part of them dicd bythe 2 
way, & were ſhut out of thatreſt, that 2 
/ God had promiſed vnto their fathers, 4 
*  fortheir vnbeliefe ſake, and for other SY 


their vices, that the Apoſtle reckoneth "o 
vp in the firſt epiſtle to the Cor.So that 1.Cor. 10.5.7. | 
we are not to hope at any time toinioy 
that eternal & bleſſed life, God hath ; ,c.>» 
promiſed and reſerued for his cle, vn- F 

a Icfle thatwe do vntotheendperſcuere 
* and continue in the faith ofhis worde, 
and in 'obedience vnto his! bleſſed 
and holy will, which thing gd: * 
giuen to very few. 
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58 (comfort for the ficke, 

Furthermore, true faith is alwayes 
accompanied with an heat and feruen- 
cic of the ſpirite, which leadeth iepub- | 
likely to profeſle the name of God, to ! 
{ing forth his praiſes,and euerie where' ! 
91.10.10, to publiſh and to preach his wonders, | 
as alſo tomake publike profeilion of {| 
' Teſus Chriſt,and of his goſpel: yea,and ' i | 
without feare, ſhame, orhypocrifie, 

conſtantly to maintaine and defend 

the truth, againſt all thoſe chat do any 

manner of way contrarie, tor reſiſt it. 
But if that we would truely and with- *' ! 
out flatterie examine our ſclues, for all 
our actions , we ſhall know and con- 
feſſe,that in the greater part of vs there 
hath bene a maruellous flacknes, to do 
our cutiethis way forth, and that we 
haue bene wonderfull cold and feare- 
full, when the queſtion hath bene;of 
_ - ©, oppoling our ſclues againſt the wic- 
\*% ked,in that that we haue ſcene & heard 
-= A the name of God, Ieſus Chriſt , re- 


J_ | the goſpel, and the truth to 
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haue bene blaſphemed : we holding 
our peaces and ſuffering that in our 
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Comfort for the ſicke. 59 
preſence,the honourof God ſhould be 


not onely iniured and wronged, bue 
euen trampled and troden vnder foot, 
without opening our ,mouthes to. 
ſpeak one word in the defence thereof. 
Alas,what zeale haue we alſoſhewed, 
for the redreſiing of the tabernacle of 
lacob,which was vtterly abaſed*What 


" Pittie and compaſſion haue we had, 


that in ſecing the ruines and horrible 
deſolatios of long time, readie to come 
vnto the poore citie of Sion? Is there 
yet a man that can ſay,that he hath im- 
ploicd himſelfe, or his meanes, as he 
ought to haue done, for the reedifying 
of the temple of God , and for the hea- 
ling againe of thoſe breaches , that the 
enimie on euery fide would haue made 
againſt the Church? How many are. 
there among(t vs, whom a man may 
juſtly reproue, for that that they haue 
bene more carefull and curious to re- 
build and topolliſh their owne houſes, 
then the houſe of God ? For indeed 


_ 
. i Y 
there are veric few that haue thepure Aggoa þ, . 


& ſincere ſeruice of God, in ſuch high 


6o Comfort for the ſicks. 
recommendations as they ſhould, as 
for to eſtabliſh & to reſtore it when it 
is corrupted and prophaned, orelſe to 
maintaine and vphold it when it is 1n 
good eſtate. And yet notwithſtanding 
that , weare ſocold and negligent, to 
further that the order and (fate of the 
church, might be brought vnto her 
former beautic and digmitic, and that 
God might be preached, knowne, and 
worſhipped in ſpiriteand in truth , as 
herequireth in his word , that thereis 
not a man amongſt vs, but takes him- 
felfe tobea Chriſtian, yea and that of 
the better ſort too, although that he 
fecke not the kingdome of God, nor 
the righteouſnes thereof, vntill he hath 
had other things: yea, and then onely 
ſeeketh the kingdome of (50d, when 
he hath thoroughly & wholly diſpat- 
ched,cuen his leaſt and ſmalleſt affaizes. 


#-=-+ As,to be ſhort,the moſt certaine1udg- 


: thent that one can haue, for the good- 
_ $f a tree, is to ſee whether it bring 
'* forth good fruite, yea, or no. We alſo 

may iudge of faith, whether it be good 
Or 
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Comfort for the ficke. G1 
or no, if it giue reſt vnto our conſcien- Rem. r. | 
ces,ſo that we fecle no fear nor diſtruſt, Thetriall of __ 
nor ſcruple,nor agonie,nor doubt,nor a refebtull 
griefe,nor torment, which may trouble, fs og : 
or diſquiet ys before God: but that we vineed,by the 
arc thorowly aſſured and refolued , to merksthat are 
be pardoned and abſolued from his /* om 0 0s 
iadgement, and to be iuſtified from all {4% 
crimes and accuſations, that the diuell 
can obieQor lay againſt vs, by meanes 
of that 'ranſome that Ieſfus Chriſt hath 


ayed for vs , by his death and blood- pb. 
Dabhogand by that his patment, hath 4pm y Fi * 
juſtice of God. And further, when it 
{tirreth vs vp continually to pray vnto | 
God, whether it be in profperitie to 4J 
bleſſe and to thanke him, or in aduer- d 
litie to proſtrate our ſelues before him, | 
and humblic to entreate him, that he 
would deliuer ys, or elſe if it pleaſe 
him to deale otherwiſe , at the leaſt on 
the onefide to mittigate our griefe,and 
on the otherlide to ſtrengthen vs fo, 


chat we conforming our {clues wholly: 
vnto hs will, we may carric it, during 
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Comfort for the ſiche. 
che time it ſhal pleaſe Godto lay it vp- 


= WW and inflame in vs a loue to God,and to 
*....\\ & our neighbours, in ſuch ſors; that we 
A ſhould as it were burne with an earneſt 

| defire to ferue, and to honour God, to 
©... moueandtoſtirre yp cuerie oneto ac- 
bs Fo \ knowledge, and to glorifie him, and 
tat we haue no greater ſorrow nor 

iefe, then to ſec him diſhonored and 
blaſphemed : and as concerning our 
neighbours, that we loue them as our 
owne fleſh,and as members of the ſeltc 


\ 
-> 


by. R 
> ſame bodie with vs . as brethren and 
% , 
B children of the ſame father, that we & 
2 | they haue in the heauens, and that we 


manifeſt the loue that we beare vnto 
8 them, by all effetes and meanes that 
poſliblie we can: no leſledefiring their 
good, their eaſe, their honor,their reſt, 
. their aduancement and preferment 
then our owne: and 1n their neceſlities 
toaid them with money, with counſel, 
with fauour, with labour, with friends, 
with commendations,and without any 
exception, to further them with anic 
thing 


on VS: ſo that finally it may enkindle' 
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Comfort for the fiche. 6; 
thing that is in ourpower. | 

Now, who is he amongſt vs, yea a- 

monegſt thoſe that haue moſt profited, 

' andproceeded in the knowledge and 

F fearcof God, that dareſay ofhimlelfe, 

| chathe hath had ſucha faith, as which 
. ſhould haue bene ſufficient to fight, | 
and fo bicker againſt thediuell, and zr,.16..8 * 
 #-*? againſtallthe gates of hell, & co make I" 
vs ſtrong and inuincible againſt all 
crials and temptations, wherewith we 
might be aſſaultedand aſſailed, yea and 
to bring and to plucke vp all our: 2 
choughts &affeRions from the earth, 9 
and toexalc, and to lift them vp aboue 4 
all height, cuen algue the heauens, by 
. atrueand lively hope of immortalitic 

j+ andbleflcdnes, which God hath pro- 

; miſcd &preparedfor vs? Which hope A 
p ſhould make vs vtterly at once to for- 41 
'7 get, and toforſake the world, withall ; x 
:} hyerglorie, pomenplectars riches,and 
| | glittering ſhew, & to eſteemeall cheſe 
brittle and corruptible chings, cuen 
as droſle and doung , for the taſt and 
truſt that ie giucth ys, concerning the 
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64 Comfort for the ſiche.. ' 
ſweetneſle of the 1eyes of heaueth, and 
whereby it doth ſodainly extinguiſh 
and deface the ſence and feeling of all 
other pleaſures , as it befell vnto- the 
three diſciples, 1n whole preſence our 
ſawour Chriſt was tranſfiguredin the 
mountaine : for hardly would rhey 
hauc had any ſmall taſt of bleſſednes, 
' had they not of aſodaine loſt the re- 
= membrance of all worldly things, de- 
f\? ſiringnothing but onely the abode & 
SF ontinuance of that eſtate and felicitie, 
m which they found themſclues. For 


: 65 A 


uw 


> aMich then as faith, hope, and chari- 


F > . . . o 
tic, which are principall vertues and 


graces, which ought to ſhincin the 
life,and in all the works of a Chriſtian 
man, are imperfe& and weake in vs, 
yea and in the moſt perfe&t in the 
world :: there are therefore ſo manie 
doubts, diftruſts, vaine feares , cares, 
griefes , perplexities, preſumptions, / 
HEN hatreds, enutes, choler , and other ſuch © 
7538 | PM. ik like paſſions & defires), which as ſpots F 
EY oe, andblcmiſhes do blemiſh and deface. 
) edveriifed, thebew,and beautic ofthe vertuesand 
EO | graces 
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Comfort for the ficke.” G65 
eraces/ thatare imvs. Tt is-neceſlaric 
then, whliethe-queſtion is ofpreſenting 
our ſolucsbefortithe face and maicſhe 
of our God, tharweand the ficke par- 


ties , whom, we would comfort. and = 
admonith/ ; ſhouldvbeginne with an” | "9 
humble. acknowledgment, and con-;;,p 5lytd- 


feſlion of our finnes.: Acknowledging confeſſe thets.. 
in the firſt place, the ingratitude and/i»1e before *_ 2 
carelefneſſe that hath beenein-vs co 0%: "MN 
heare, to reade;; and to meditate in the 2 
word of God;,-and to-put:it.in pra- 
Riſe,to profice by the gifts and ſpecial. 
Eraces that he hath gwen vnt6: vs tf 
conſider, &alwayes to haue before our 

eyes, the ſcope & cnd of our yocatiggs, 
that we may: addres & refer che wile 
ſtate of our lifeaccording thereuntg,to 
walk in his fear,not todefilehis image; $ 
which in our regenerati6 was reſtored 

and renewed, that we ſhonld keep vn- 

to him faith & loyaltie; which we pro- 
muiſed vrito himgin theceuenitthatwe 
made with himytoliue;&ro dieto his 
ger aoollems vito himour bodies; Rewgss 7 
as aluing facpi R445 ble; _ 
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& notto conformeour ſelues like vn- 
tothis world, to liue. and towalkein 


the ſpirite, not to fulfill the luſts of the 
fleſb,to walk as children of theighe,to 


Nand faſt in that libertie , wherewith 


Chriſt hath madevs tree, to be carcfull 


not to be brought againe vnder the 
yokeof bondage & ſin,to fight valiant- 
ly againſt the Juſts of our fleſh,to reſiſt 
the diuel,to hinder that ſin haue not a- 
ny dominion or rule ouer vs, ſo well & 
orderly to rule our whole life & all our 
carriage,that we may be exempt & free 
not only from ecuill, but from all ſuſpi- 
tion ofcuill.to looke ſo diligently, that 
our liberty be no occaſion to the fleſh, 
& that we commit not any thing that 
may be offefaue vntoour neighbors, or 
which may in any ſort moue our ad- 
ucrſaries to blaſphemeh name of God, 
& of Ieſus Chriſt, & todefame the reli- 
gion which we profeſle,not to ſeek any 


thing, but.only thoſe things whichare 


aboue,& to haucour whole mind, our 


: vnderſtanding,our theughts,& our af. 
 feRiions on heaucnly things, & to _s 
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gcr of God,:.whertof- be hathi' pro: Sa 


all our Cs on highs alwayes 


ro haucourlaps b urmng,& our loynes bar; | 
truſled or'gyre; to looke "looks for thecom- © + 
ming of the Lord Be tobercady cofol- 

low and by his grace co db all chat 


it ſhall pleaſe him LIE and 
conrinuallyto-pr to' praiſe God, | 
to depend at hid pirowinknew andto ae 
caſt our ſelues & ouraffairs wholly vp- 

on him.torefigne vp-vnto himwholly 

our will : and to:conclude, to loue hint 

with all our heart,with all our foule,& X 
with all our mind, and our neighbours 

as our ſclues. After; hauing ſet before 3 
the fick party theſe faules, that hehach - 
comitted for toaſtoniſh hint; & ſo the 4 
better to prepare»hum , to: receiue the 
grace & fanout of (Zod:1t isthe further 
requilite toſet:before his eics;that that my 
he hath iuſfly meritced, and deſertued for ” 
the faults that he hath comitted:to wits? Toſitbefaw'T 
to be wholly ſwallowed wp of the ah * _— __— 
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cuted vnta:himfelfe a great Waight, make himefs | 
by contimung/in bis Gan and by fo feiialy i > -;- TM 
engl agracieondioan them, 
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refor chefs 
ther; co:bt.ouwerwhehnied 
of God:, which1s 
d(aith) prepared for. all 


Gabrieg {mar 
widhtheandge 
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thoſe thardlifobeyGod, 2nd elpecially 


fot: thoſe (eruants, that knowing, his 
willantbcingwclunftructed'in al chat 


Ws: that concernethHheirduety,, make no 
© reckoningto! accopliſhorto/diſcharge 
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it: Moreoucr;thatal chocurſes cotained 


i thelaw,ethatarc ordained againlt 


the breakers therof;arereadie to fal vp- 
on hits head:becauſe-thathe hath la, 
ted hini{clfe ;:notonely once: way þ away 
by igdarapceor frailtie, but by viola» 
ting theholy ordinances of God , wit- 
deny Ailing ty,and that almoſtas oft 
35 he; RTE theteuato.inutted and 
folicitedbyzhedmcl,or by ns own cos 


cupifcetce: and further to be excluded 


& bamfhed from thokingtom of hea- 


-uenbeckuſt thao fleſh (according vnto 


 whichh8harh hued)caunotinherite or 
evf. God. Forif 
parents Wert ſhamefully dri- 


\ rourcf Paradiſe; where theywere 
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Comfort for the ficke... 6 YU 
their diſobedience, what can mannow "RY 
mcrite by ſo.many rebellions &tranſ-. "A 
arctlions,;which he dayly drawethand' © + * 
drinketh in encnas water? ©! Bb. 
And further,cobe codened vnto eter». 


ws Agr" "aw, rn 6 ere 


| nal death;S for euer to haue:h1s wm 
| with the diucl & reprobates,in'thefire; 
| of hell: foraſmuch as that is the reward: 
| & wages of fin. And for coclafion;that: 
| he hath deſerued to be buriedin hel;&: 
in the flame to ſuffer thoſe torments 
| that the rich mi did, for diſdaining the Lk16.23, 
\ poore in their affliction; 8& for not ma- 


| k1ngany accotittoaid theattheirnecd, 

and for not vſing the like curteſic, and 

charity cowards the, that they theſclues 

would haue deſired in their necellitie, 

When that'a mi ſhal ſo haue humbled 3 | 

che partie that is ſicke,& out of the law <— 
as'out of a glaſſe,ſhal repreſentand ſet 3," — 
before him his mdgement & condems ſiweete pronw=" © 

-- Nation,& whe oneſhal ſee him woun- ſe of the goſe | 7; 
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| ded, & pricked with griefeat his hart; ?*%. 

| it is then requilite ts apply-vnto-the © 
5; 7 woud,ſoft &gentle medicines,& todo 2 
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Jo Conforfortbeſiche." 
cut out a ſtone, doe at the-firſt ſtrike | 
with their hammer great and mightie- 
blowes , vantill they have cleft 1t out in 
ſclates,but afterward they do fo plaine. | 
&poliſhit with their plaining inſtru- f 
met, or fourmer,as they cal it: that the: 
blowes that before they ſtrook,ſhal no 
whitappearc: ſo ought it to be, that af- 
tera man hath delt with the fick partie 
roughly & roundly, & hath by y ſharp 
ehreatnings ofthelaw , humbled, and | 
brought him down, cue vnto the gates 
of hel, a mamult the retire & returne, ; 
ſetting before him the ſweet & louing | 
PR of the goſpel, to theend that 
y the wy 59 {oftnes of this oile ,'the 
picrcing {harpnes of the law might be 
a{lwaged & delayed: and that the io 
_ of this good tidings of the grace food, 
might make him quite and cleanc to 
paſlc by , & to forget the ſadnes & the 
ſorrowfull deſpaire that the law had « 
brought him vnta.Itis coucmicnt ther- 
fore, in thefirſt place to ſhew & to co- 
firme this,that the obligation & hand- <4 
writing that was againſt vs, mo 
£q 


Comfort for the ſiege. 71 
fiſted in ordinantes, hath bin defaced, 
aboliſhed,'& faſtned vnto thecroſle of 
Chriſt. And further, that Ieſus Chriſt 
hath redeemed and ranſomed vs from 
the curſe of the law, when he was made 
a curſe for vs, as itis written, Cur/ed zs a 3.135 
exerie one that hangeth on tree,to theen 
chat the bleſſing of Abraham mighe 
come vp6 the Getiles, by Iefus Chrilt: 
that we might receiue the promiſe of 
the ſpirite by faith : that Chriſt is the 
end of the Law for righteouſnelle, 
vnto all that beleeue : and finallic, 
that by the perfe&t obedience that he 
hath rendered vato God , obſeruing 
all the commandements without any 
defect, or omitting the ſmalleſt point, 
cuen to the vndergoing of the curſed 
death of the croſle for vs, becauſe thae 
ſuch was the will of his father', he hath 
procured for vs a generall pardon and 
forgiueneſle of al our debts and bonds, 
which hehath paide , not in gold nor 
{iluer , wor precious ſtones, but by his 
owne blood, which is an inualuable, 
_ and incomparable price and ran 
1 | 


Rom.10.4. 
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oder ouer and-beſides that;hath gotten 
r vsrighteouſnes, which being gruen 
to vs by.the faith, andaſlurance thar 
we have in- our -{elttes;; [as well by his 
word & {acrametnits,as by his ſpirit,bea- 


..-, Fing record in our hearts , we ought to 
put away all feare , and fearfull appre+ 


hefions,that we may haue for our fins, 


either of death, of the deuull,;of the ri- 
gor & curſe of the law, or finally ofthe. 


weand 1adgement:of God. For, for 


"to begin with our {innes, being clo- 
 thed with: the: righteouſnes of Iclus 


” Chriſh wemay allure our ſ{clues, that 


7 SI.7. 


they; are not onely*couered and hid, 


that they ſhall ncuer appeare, nor | 


be: idifcouered before the eyes , and 
face .of,our God : but that they are 
wholly raſed and wiped out as with a 
ſponge, and diſperſed, cucn as acloud 
by the winde, or by the ſunne. And 
although: rhat they may be as red as 


crimſen, -or as ſcarlet : yet they ſhal- 
| be'/as/whitc as ſnow ( as ſaith E/ay) 


and before; him Daxia, P/alm. 51.7. 
Purge me with hyjjpe: and 1 ſnall be 
Cleans 
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| Comfort for the ſiche. 73 
i * elcanc: waſh me and 1 ſhall be whiter then 
OW, 

Neither $killeth it, how many they Thegy 
be in number,ſo that they be not fins a- »:r multi 
gainſt the holy ghoſt,nor in what ſort, of owr ſremgs 
nor maner they haue bene committed, ages hinder 

OM wg Felt of 
whether of 1gnorance,trailtie, or of ſet ,j,, ;\__.. of 

Hagen for finne cannot fo abound, &-. 
ut that the grace of God , which is 

purchaſed for vs,by the death & righ- + 

teoulſneſle of Tefus Chriſt,hould much 1M 

more abound. And although that the Wn 
ſfinne hath beene committed agayn(t - 

the maieitie of God which is 1.chnite, 0 

and that it bee for this cauſe thought 42 

infnite: yet that hindereth not, but "0 

that che blood of Chriſt, which by the 

etcrnall ſpirit offered vp himſelfe vnto 

God , without any ſpot or blemith, b- 

ſhould cleanſe our conſciences from 2 

dead workes, to {erue the liuing God : 

.as the apoſtle writeth to the Hevrewes. | 

For p dwuinitie being inſeparably vni- 249-14, 

ted andioyned with the humanitie in 

\; theperſon of Teſus Chriſt , is the cauſe 
by hisalmighticpower, that his death 
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hath an infinite power to redeeme 
vs , hisrighteouſneſlſe to ſanifie vs, | 
andhis life to quicken and to bleſſe 
vs , becauſe that being God as hee | 
is, he is more ſtrong than thedeu1l]: q 
ſo are his workes more ſtrong and 
forcible to ſaue vs, then are the 
workes of his enimie, that is the de- 
uil, to deſtroy or to overthrow vs. His 
righteouſneſle hath more power to + | 
waſtifie vs, then hath ſinne (whereof | 


— 
D. _ . #28 ng 


£5 © ac, A 


the deuill is the authour) to condemne 
vs: and his integritie towalh , and to +4 
cleanſe vs,thenis the foule ſpirit by his 
ſtinch and filth to pollute and defile | 
vs. And his light is more powerfull | 
to illuminate,, and to enlighten vs, ; 
then the darkeneſle of the Prince of | 
this worlde, 15 todimme, or to dar- 
ken vs : andhis truth to inſtruc vs, 
then are the errours of the father of | 
. lies to ſeduce vs. To be briefe, his = þ 
life hath more vertue to raiſe vs vp, 
and to quicken vs, then the enuie 
of this murtherer , and manfleaer \/\/ 
Is | 


| 
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Comfort for the feb” © 775 


3s to kill and toflea vs. Wherein wee 


ſce, that the ſonne of God ( as Saine 1-19” 3: 


Tohn ſayth ) came not into the world 
for any other ende , but to deſtroie 
the workes of the deuill : and that 
in his blood all our enemies , that. 
15 to ſay, all our ſ{innes haue beene 
drowned, euen as Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians;that were enemies vnto the 
people of God, haue beene alreadie 
diſcomfited , and drowned in the red 
ſea. 


is. 


This is he that is the ſtronger man : £*ke-r1.22, 


as Saint Zeke fayth,which ſetterh vp- 
on another ſtrong man,whom he bin- 


deth & ouercometh, and from whom £247: 


he taketh all his armour, whercin he 
truſted : that is to ſay, ſinne, death, 
and the lawe, leading with him cap- 
tiuitic captiue when he went vp in- 
to heauen , in ſuch ſort, that the de- 


uill being thus disfurniſhed, and dif | 


armed , hath no more meanes nor 


pow to hurt vs, neyther by finne, 


ut that Ieſus Chriſt hath waſhed vs 
4nhis blood,nor by death,,but that he 
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of . 76 Comfort for the ſitke. | 

hath ſwallowed it vp in dying, nor by 

the law, but that he hath tully ſatisfied 

it,in accompliſhing it, andin ſubmit- * | 
ting himſelfe vnto that curſe that was 
ordained for vs. Andaltkough that 

Sathan be continually our aduerſarie, 

and by meanes of the hatred that hee | 

beareth vnto vs, and of the cnuie than®n | 

he hath to hurt vs , and to hinder vs 

from attaining vnto felicitic , from 

whence he was put by meanes of his 

x.Pet.53. pride, goas a roaring lion, ſeeking | 

i whome of vs he may deuoure : yet we 

may relilt him;being ſteadfaſt in faith, Þ 

and remaining rooted in the perſwa- 

ſion that we haue in the forgiucneſle of 

our {innes, which is eternall, as isthe 

vertue and the power of the death of 
Teſus Chriſt,by which this life was ob- 
tained for vs, and is the priuiledgeand 
freedome of the Church, vnto which 

all che faithfull ought to haue recourſe, =. 
for to be in ſafetie, when they are pur+ 

ſued by their owne conſciences, orby | 

any 'other ſergeants of Gods juſtice; \f- 

whereunto alſo Daxid exhorteth- vs: 

P/at, 
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. of compaſ519n andmercy,ſlow to anger and Pſal.1038. ; 
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Comfort for the ſicke. 27 'S 2 
Pſal.130.7.8, Let Iſracl wait on the Pſel.130.7h% 
Lord: for with the Lord 1s mercie , and ; 
with hm is great redemption, and be ſhall 

redeem Iſrael from all his imquaittes. And by: 
elſewhere. P/al.51 17 The ſacrifices of P/4l.51.17. 
God are a coutrite ſprite : a contrite and 

abroken beart, O God, thou wilt not de- 


And Iefus Chriſt, which is the ſo- _ of 
ucreigne and chiefe medicine of our ES 
ſoules,& who came not into the world g,..,; /;nners, 
but to ſeeke that which was loſt,and to £ſay.5 3.4, 
heale that which was ſore, and (as the 

Prophet ſaith) to beare our infirmities 

and diſcaſcs, | can he haueany greater 

pleaſure and delight,then to ſee vs run 

ynto him, for to be disburdened and 
diſcharged fromour ſinnes ? Did he e- 

uer rcie&t Publican or {inner,that came 

before him 2 He is even as the Pro- 

phet ſayth.P/2/.103.8 . The Lord 1s full 


_— 


of great kinanes. 
. Wemaycalflly (ce this cobe true, in 
theeexamplesof the Publicane, of the 


fanfull woman,of the prodigall childe, 


Luke18.13, 
Luke 7-47. 


4 OS 


g b IT a” = COIIE 2a 
NY SHOE. a ts . 4 - 


Tot 15.20, of thegood theife, of Darid, of Pe3 
” _I*4e23.43- zer, of Pan! , and of the ſeruaunt 
E -— vg that was indebted vnto his maiſter 
Mat182,, fenne thouſand talents , which were 
Xt forgiuen him as ſoone as hee ac- 
T he mercies of knowledged and confeſſed the debt, 
Goa "5 2908 and defired his maiſter to have pitie 
thei vpon him. Alas, to what end hath the 
 Fromtheend father ſent his ſonne intothe worlde ? 
whyGed ſen Why hath hee annoynted him with 
bis ſec into)”. the holie Ghoſt 2 Is it not to preach 
*hewerld, vnto the captiues , that he 1s come 
from heauen topay their ranſome, and 

to bring them from captiuitie, and to 

the priſoners , that hee is come to 

open vnto them the priſons, and to 

them chat are in debt , that hee 1s 

come to diſcharge them, and to the 

E: - ſicke, that hee is come to heale them? 
"= And the Apoſtles , which hee ſent 

By” n | 

> rromthepreg- rough our the whole worlde , as 
” dingofthe hee wasfſent of his father , to what . 
 GNſjell, ende had they their commiſſion and 
commaundement ? Was it not to 

preach the Goſpell : thatis, forgiue- 
neſle of ſinnes vnto cucrie creature in 
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the name of Iefus Chriſt? Vnleſſle | 
then that we ſhould thinke that their - 3 
labour was in vaine , and the paines 
likewiſcof the true and faythfull mi- 
mſters that ſucceeded them , wee 
may vndoubtedly afſurc our ſelues 
of the forgiueneſſe of our ſinnes : 

Nay, which is more, if in beleeuing 3 

in him , our ſinnes ſhould not bee Fromthe an- 
forgiuen vs , then this woulde fol. — 
jowe , that the birth , death , reſur- [, frog wk 
retion, aſcenſion , interceſſion, nay, cor.15.14. 
the whole miniiterie of Ieſus Chriſt, XMar.1.z3. 
ſhoulde bee made of no force , and 

fhoulde bee vtterly fruitleſſe and 
vnprofitable , and that our fayth 

ſhould be in vaine. Moreouer, how : 

can wee belecue , that he1s our Jeſus + 

and our Immanuell , vnleſle he fine pet's 
vs from our ſinnes, and by this' 
meanes mittigate the enimitie that is 
betwixt vs and him , that letteth and 
hindercth him,that he cinot aſſociate, Fſag.59.3. 
& ioine himſelf with vs?Furthermore, 

what aſſurance ſhould we hauz that 
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F go (omfortfortheſicke. | 
P44. rr. thenew coucnant that he hath made 
33 with vs,ſhould be confirmed and rati- 
fied by his death and bloodſhedding,f 

he hauenot quite forgotten all ourani- 

- ,quities,and hath not written his lawes 

in our hearts by his ſpirite, foraſnmch 

._ as theſe are the promiſes, and condici- 

' 8 ons, by which thecouenant was drawsE 
and made 2 What fruite and profite 

{af ſhould come vnto vs by.the vereyeof 

A .* hisprieſthood, and of thefacrificethae 

TEIP beoffered vnto his father , for our re- 
demption, if we as yet remaine in our 
finnes? And how catthe be fayd to be 
the attonement for our ſinnes, andnot 
for our finnes onely , but alſo for the 
finnes'of the whole world 2 How can 
weaſſure ourſelues, that he is our me- 
diator and aduocate, and vnder this a(- 
ſurance go vnito the throne of' grace; 
to the ende that me may obtaine mer- 
cie,and find grace to be. holpen in time 
of need?We arenot therefore to doubt 
: of the forgiueneſie& of our finnes and 
Pſal.t03.12, as Damdiayth ,P/al.103.12. Asfarre 
LY a5 the Eat 1s fromrpe Weſt : ſofar hath 
6. 
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Comfort for the ficke. & 
he remooned our ſmnes from vs. : 1b, 

And how can wee doubt here- 
of, ſeeing wee carie this grace prin- 
ted, and ſcaled, not onely in our harts : 
and conſciences , but alſo in our bo- 71. omfort 
dies, by two great ſcales of the thatwemay 
Chauncerie : as it were, of the king- he 5 the 
dome of heauen: to witte, Baptiſme,/" _ 


and the Lordes ſupper? That the ficke 


ung the forgiueneſle of finnes , he 

ſhall by and by obtaine 1t, for it com- 

meth vnto vs according to our 

fayth . And Saint eAmbroſe fayth, 

that, all that we belecue, weobtaine. 

For wee can not belecue that that 

which God hath ſayd and promifed R933. 
vnto vs, who 1s faythfull, and tho- An anſwere ts 


rowly true in his promiſes , ſhould. 


partie do aſſure hunſclfe, chat belec- a 
RY 


bee by the infidelitie and infirmitie gracesof God © 
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this obietlion 


of men aboliſhed, ſo that it ſhould may ſeeme me bh 


not bee true,» And howſocuer that ds 
vw PT 2 orce: be= 
the wicked in reieting and CON-"../7 they ara 
temning the worde and promiſes of w alike auai- 
God , doe by .their contempt and lableyno oth 


obſtinacie hinder * the worde 
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bring forth it effetin them,in 
g the power that it ſhould hauc 
them, if they did belecue it - yet 
this can not bee preiudiciall to the 
faythfull which receyue and obey it, 
neither to hinder them from be- 
lecuing , and receyuing it in their 
hearts , nor from quickening them 
thereby :. no more then can a man 
that hideth his eyes from che light, 
and ſhunneth it, hinder that another 
man opening his cyes ſhould not en- 
toy the light and: beinlightened. For 
the light and colours are obieftes of 
the eye : which being opened, and 
well, doth preſently conceiue them : 
fo the promiſe of God is the obic& of 
faith ,which maketh that mi doth pre- 
ſently receyue it when it 15 ſhewed yn- 
tohim, and as ſoone as heheareth it 
publiſhed, becauſe that by the ſpirite 
of God his heart is prepared before : 
for otherwiſe, if it ſhould remaine in 
'it ſtonie nature the ſpirituall ſeede 
could nether take roote nor fruci- 
fie, no more then materiall ſecede caſt 
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Comfort for the ickg. © 
-. vpn ſtones, or vpon ground vntil-» _-* 
led. The ficke partie then, being 7%* <p 
thus reſolued for the fergiueneſle lis al 
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all his finnes , neede not ane whitte mate »ls 
4 to doubt but that hee is in the ' fa- elf of the pros 
| uour of God, and thae from hence- "ſe of God's 
forth he may infalliblic, and vadoub- * moſt certain. * 
| tedly hope for cternall life , and for Becauſe 658 
Y all the happic felicitic that-God hath that which 
1 promiſed vnto his children. For there might binder _ 
| 15 nothing that can ſtop or hinder vs oo ſaluation, | 
| from felicitic but onely ſinne, which © © 9V2 
4 not being imputed vnto vs : but be- Ss 
ing, couercd , and vtterlie blotted 4 
out , what is there that can further. ol 
hurt vs, or drive God from vs > If Epheſiz.ra, 7 
{ cthae by fayth (as it is ſayde) we arc P/al36.9, 
| inſeparablic vnited and knit vnto [i 


him,whois the fountaine of life, and 5 
the ſtore of all riches, what then can we > 
wiſh,tchat we (hall not readily & ſpee- =» ©. 3 
| dily finde in him?What wo,or mileric 7” gs _—_ I 
{þ can wee finde, being in his grace ?,j-,.*. © 
if - g whoſe lowe is 

, Then are wee aſſured, that the good emerlafting. 
4 will that he hath borne vnto vs, he will Rem8.1. 


84 Comfort for the ſicke. 
for euer continue, and that thereis no 
creature in the worlde , that can turne 
it from vs (as Saint Pax/writeth to 
the Romans) I am perſwaded , that 
neither death, nor hfe, nor Angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, 
neither height , nor depth , nor anie 
creature , ſhall bee ableto ſeparate vs 
from the loue of God, which he bea- 
rethvnto vs in Chriſt Teſus our Lord. 
And alittle before in this Chapter : 
who ſhall ſeparate vs from theloue of 
Chriſt? Shalleribulation, or anguiſh, 
or perſecution,or famine, or nakednes, 
or perill, or {worde? Euery man then 
that hath beene once engrafted by faith 
into the bodie of Ieſus Chriſt, and by 
conſequent adopted by God , recci- 
ued into grace, andisin the houſe as 
achilde , can neuer afterwarde final- 
ly depart from thence : but as he is 
aſſured of his eleftion by his voca- 
tion,and' inſtification , which follow 
eleMion : ſo is he aſſured of his glo- 
nfication , whigh: 1s the — 
| an 
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Comfort for the ſicke. | 
and as it were the crowning of our fal- bh: 
OY uation. For the giftes and calling of-g,. PR i 
God, are withoutrepentance,, as 5 the Roms a 4 q 
Apoltle plainely writcth vato the Rg- 4 
ans Chapter 8.yer.zo. Whom he did 
predeſtinate, them alſo he called , and 
hank he called., themalſo he iuſtificed, 
and whom he ultificd , them alſo-he 
glorified. And hawſocuer there be ma» 
nie vices , and infirmities 1n vs, Yea, 
and that it often; commeth to 'paſſs ; 
that we fall fouly, as we ſee it befellvn- Gldeb ; 
to Dara, to Peter , and Panl,and al- that our faith * 
moſt vnto all the ſaints , yea to the/houldfaile, * 
molt perfe&t that euer were : yet there 
15 cucr one point vp6 which we ought 
cucrmore to be grounded,. and which 
ought greatly to > comfort and {treng- 
chen vs again(tall the aflaults & temp- 
cations of Sathan, which 1s that, that 
Saint /ohn-ſay th,that eueric one thatis 
borne of God ftnneth not ( that is vn+ 
to death.) For the ſeede of hum rema1- 
neth in him,and cannot finne, becauſe 
heis bo od. Which ching,he bet- 
ter proutth elvhere. Al vnrighteouſ- 14 oh n.5 an 
"Gaiij 
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86  Comfortforthe ſhe. 
neſſe(farth he)1s ſin,' but there isa ſfinne 
which is not vntodeath. We knowthat 
whoſoeuer isborne of god, finneth not: 
but he that is begotteof god,God kee- 
eth him, and that ewill one toucheth 
Fm not. For thereby he giueth ſuf- 
ficiently to vnderſtand, chat fayth and 
the word of God , which are as it 
were the ſoule and the ground-worke, 
are neuer vtterly raſed nor plucked 


- out of the hearts of the eleR,and there- 


fore they cannot finne that ſinne that 
Saint 7ohu calleth a ſinne vnto death. 
For albeit that faith oftetimes be as it 
were buricd in them, hauing neither 
moowng nor feeling, no more then a 
dead thing : yet is it not vtterly quen- 
ched , no more then is fire couered 
with aſhes, although it giue neither 


light nor heate: or then is a tree which 


in winter time, when the ſap is drawne 
vp into the roote, bringeth forth nei- 


| therbud , lcafe nor fruit , toſhew that 


there is anie life in it, which yet not- 
withſtanding 1s coucred,and hid with- 
in the roote. Marke therefore the rea- 

ſon 
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Comfort for the ſcke. * 
fon, for which Daxid ſpeaking of the FR 
faithfull man,ſayth :7P/a/.37.ver.39.40 P/a. 17:90 3 
But the ſaluation of the righteous men 49- 
ſhalbe of the Lord:he ſhalbe their ſtrength E 
in the time of trouble. For the Lord Pal . 
helpe them , and deliner them : he ſhall "2 
deliuer chews from the wicked , and ſnall 3 
ſane them becauſe they tru#t in him. And Plal8 4 
in P/alme. 89. verle 34. Ay conenant 9:34 | Y 
will 1 not breake, nor alter the thing that | 
zs gone out of my tippes. Anda little 
before in the verſes 28. 29. 30.31. 32. Pſa. 89.28, * 
33- 34 Cy mercie ſhall 1 keepe for 39-31.33-33-  * 
hun for enermore, and my couenant ſhall5* A 
ſtand fait with hom. Hes ſeeae alſo 
will ] make to endure for ener , and 
his throne as the dayes of heanen. 
But if his children forſake my law , and 
walke not inmy tmdgements:1f they break. 
ry ſtatutes, and keepe not my commanun- 
dements: T hen will I viſit their trangreſ- 

ron with the rod, and ther mquitze with 
ſtrokes. Yet my lowing hinaneſſe will 1 not . 
take fro himneither wil 1falſifie my truth, 
My conenant will I not breake, nor alter 
the thing that is gone out of my lippes. 
111 


{ $8: (omfort for the ficke, 
And P/al.23 .6. Doubtleſſe kindneſſe and 
mercae ſhall follow me allthe aayes of my 
life , and 1 ſhall remaine a long ſeaſon n 
the houſe of the Lord. Andin P/al.30.5. 
For he: endureth but a while im his anger: 
but in his fauonr 15 life : weepmg may 4- 
bide at exening , but toy commeth mm the 
mornng. And in /al. 65.4. Bleſſed is 
he whom thou chuſeſt , and canſeſt to 
come to thee : he ſhall dwell i thy courts, 
and we fhal be ſatisfied with the pleaſwures 
ofthine houſe, euen of thine holy T emple, 
And'to conclude, in P/a/.119,ver.116. 
Stabliſh me according to thy promiſe that 
: may luc, and diſappoint me not of nzume 
0pe. 
Ie ſhall be requiſite then, to alledge 
vnto the ſicke particall theſe places of 
{cripture,and other ſuch like, on cuery 
{1de to pepaire his faith againe, & with 
all neceſlaric furniture to fence and 
arme him , againſt all the fierie ſhghts 
and darts of that wicked one,ſo that on 
cuery {ide hemay auoyd them, ſo that 
Sathan find not any weake or naked 
place, whereby he may wound or m_ 
| Im, 
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him; For it 1s not tobe doubted, but 


that Sathan will then (that- is, in the 
time of ſickneſle) vic all his power, and 
all his pollicie to ſhake our faith, and 
to oucrthrow vs:yet the mcanes for the 
fick and atHiced partic to defend him- 
ſelfeis, alwayes to keepe hjm in his ca- 
{Ute, and neuer to depart fromthe pro- 
miſes of God , whatſoeuer ſathan ſhall 
obic& againſt vs.For when fathan ſhal 
ſceme to batter the caſtle of our faith; 
which oftentimes cuen in the deareſt 
children of God ſeemeth to be weake, 
& like vnto thefirecouered withalhes, 
then are we to run vnto the other ca- 
{He or hold of our ſaluation (which is 
indeed the moreſure:) namely, to the 
promiſes of God , which neuer alter 
nor change, but are as God is, certaine 
and ſure. Let vs therefore informethe 
ſicke partic of that that Z/zy ſaith, that Eſa 452% 
Iſrael is ſaued by the Lord, the eternall 
God of their falyation : ſo that for .cuer 
hereafter we ſhal neuer be confounded 
noraſhamed. And further elſewhere, . . 
That the heauens ſhall vaniſh away as 


WW 
on''M; ” 

——o—oo—e. An oe $4: by 
ww 
Pr2 


" 


\ 


« 
The feeling 
that we bane 
ſometimes of 
the amter 0 


gs Comfort for the ſcke. 

fmoke and the carth ſhall weare as 
a garment, and che inhabicance there- 
of likewiſe ſhall be aboliſhed: but my 
faluation ſhalbefor euer, and my righ- 
teoulnes ſhall neucr faile. And to the 
end that the tokens which he hath 
fomtimes ſhewed vnto vs of his anger, 


Ged./jould wt ſhould not breed in our hearts ſuch 


lead vs vnto 
ditruft 


Eſay 54-78. 


a great feare . as whereupon there 
ſhould follow adiſtruſt ofhis goodnes 
and of thoſe promiſes of ſaluation, 
whichhe hath made vnto vs : let vs 
heare that that the Prophet E/ayſpea- 
keth' of in his 54. chapter, where he 
ſfpeaketh vnto the Church in the name 
of God. Ihaue forſaken thee tor a little 
ſpace, but I will gather thee againe in 
great compaſſion. I haue for a little 
while, as in amoment of mine indig- 
nation, hid my face from thee, but I 
haue had copaſlion on thee, according 
to mine cucrlaſting fauour, ſaith the 
Lord thy redeemer. Neither ſhall this 
be as the waters of Noah,for as I ſware 
that I would never make the floud of 
Noah againe to flowe ouer the face of 


the 
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the earth : ſo haue I ſworne thatTI will 
neuer beangric with thee againe, nei- 
ther will I any more reproue thee. For 
though that the mountains bemoued, 
and though that the little hils tremble: 
yet my mercy ſhal neuer gofrom thee, 
and the couenant of my peace ſhall ne- 


uct faile, ſaith the Lord which hath 


compaliion on thee. God in Hoſea for py,fc.4.19.20, 


this purpoſe ſaith vnto his church, that 
he wil marrie it for cuerin faith, truth, 
mercy,& jmdgment : ſignifying therby 
vntoit, that the coucnant that he will 
make with it ſhalbe ſure & inuiolable, 
and ſuch a one as he hath grounded in 
humſelfe: that is to ſay , in his mercie, 
cruth,& wſtice:onely requiring this of 
the church, pitſhold walk in vpright- 
nes before him,& that in all her wayes, 
ſhe ſhold follow ſoundnes & 4b 
alienating, & eſtranging herſelfe as far 
as poliliblic ſhe can, troim al filthines & 
hypocriſie : which thing is indeed dili- 


gently to be noted. For the diuel,to the 


end that he may aſtoniſh vs,& makevs 
doubt of the cffc& of the promiſes of 
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 - 5 CGodiwhcnwearercadic to come into 


Our ywortbi- jgdgement, being ſommoned, and our 
_ , cauſe being in hand readie to be heard, 
binder God fx if be ſee that we ſtand ſure and ſtedfaſt, 

finiſhing that and that we plead or put in our an- 
that be hath (were, that we arc cnfranchiſed vnder 
begun, the word of the goſpel, wherein God 
offercth vs his grace, he wil there mp 

.. andaccord with vs, that God is truc in 

all that he ſaith: and likewiſe, that by 

his promiſes, he offereth vnto vs grace 

and life : but this then he will obie, 


A | . , 

» namely, that he is hindered from ac- 
it: compliſhing and performing vnto vs 
o® that that he hath promiſed vs, by our 


indignitie, and vnworthineſle, becauſe 
that we hauing ſo many times offen- 
ded him, yea and that ſince the time 
that he hath enlightened and regenera- 
ted vs, by the knowledge of his truth, 
and hath {heived vs this fauour , as to 
entertaine vs into his houſe, and to a- 
dopt vs for his children, we haue yet 
by our ingratitude made our ſelues vn- 
capable of his benefitcs, and vnaworthy 
that he ſhould effe&t thoſe pong 

tnat 
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that he hath made vnto vs. Now for 
the auoiding of this temptation, which 
15 the molt torcible & dangerous that 
we can be aſlaulted withall : weare 
firſttoconſider, that as the onely good 
pleaſure of God was at the firſt the 
onely motiue & motion, that led God 
to make this coucnant with vs, and to 
offer vnto vs the promiſe of {aluation, 
whereby he hath ſhewed himſelfe to 
be our God, and to recciue vs to be his 
people : ſo his graccis the only meanes 
toſtir him vp to accompliſh and per- 
forme that his promiſe, and fauour to- 
wards vs. Whereupon S. Pa:/ ſaith, 
that the reward of ſinne is eternall 
death , bur the gift of God 1s eternall 
life. Howbeie, that for the right diſpo- 
ſing and ordering of the Antitheſi 18, 
or contrarie ſpeech, it may ſceme that 
it ſhould haue bene ſaid, for the fit op- 

oling of onemember againſt another, 
that life is ithe reward of our righte- 
oulſnes, as death is the reward of our 
ſinnes. But to the end,that we might be 
grucnt to vnderſtand, that life, w hich is 


Rem, 6. , Fo, 


Rom. 4.67. 
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well as is the promiſe that he made vn- 
to vs, he therefore wholly attributeth 
it vnto the gift of God, without ma- 
king any mention of works or me1ites. 
Wherunto is that tobereferred, which 
is alledged in the Epiſtle to the Ro- 


manes, and in the Pſalmes: where Da- ].... 


#id4{heweth the bleſſednes of the man, 
vnto whom God iumputeth righteouſ- 
nes-without works,ſaying, P/a/.3 2.1.2 


=_ 


cure vnto vs euerlaſting life,ſo our yn- 
worthines cannot preuent nor hinder 
ys.For it 1s the meerefree gift of God, 
which he giueth to whom it pleaſeth 
him,& that according to his mercy, & 
notafter our merits or righteouſneſles, 


which are not 0: perf , but alſo 
tainted and ble cd with many cor- 


ruptions,becaule that our hearts, from -. 


whence 


d 


the effeR of the promiſe, is allo freeas * 


he 


Secing then chat life and bleſſednes are 
not gue vnto ys, 1n liew of the fauour, 
_ merite,or holineſle that is in many, but * F 
followeth thercupon , that as the price Ps 
and dignitic of our works cannot pro- ' 
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whence they proceed, can neuer be ſo 
purged an cleanſed; whileſt we arein 


this world , but that there will ſtill re- ._/ 
maine many corruptions wherewith 
they aredefiled,which is the cauſe why 
the Prophet ſo carneltly prayeth vnto - _ 
god,that he would notenterintoiudg- © © 
ment with hun, P/a/.143. 2. Ard enter pgyr 4, 
not into 1nagement with thy ſernant fonw . 
thy ſight ſhall none that lineth'be mſtified; © 
And el{where,P/4.130.3.1f thou 0 Lora, py.,. 03; 
ftraitly markeſt inquities , 0 Lord, who 
ſhall ſfana? 

And that that Avg. ſaith in the book 


of his confeſſions , 1s a very worthy & 


W=. 
*s 
d\ 
memorableſentence, which 1s this:Wo 7 4 1 
be vnto all our rightcouſneſles, ifthey / F 4 
' <A 


be examined & wdged without mer- 
cy. But yet this cannot hinder bug that 


God may giue ynto vs eternal lifeas he =, 1} 
hath promiſed,y we might know,feele & 
& cofeſle our vnworthines.For there is JD 
nothing that can make ys capable,&(3f \ 


1t may be ſo ſaid) worthy of the graces 
& bleſſings of our god,as the acknow-; 
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ſelues of our great indignitie. And 


- ndeed what worthineſle could one 


findein the thiefe, that hanged on the 
crolle by our Sauiour Chriſt , who 
had continued in his vngodlines and 
wickednes cuen vnto the lait point of 
his life , withont cuer knowing of his 
Sauiour, vntill che veric houre chat he 
was readie to yeeld vp the ghoſt? And 


yet he had no ſooner opened his 


mouth, to confeſle his ſinnes in gene- 
ral, and tocraue mercy of Teſus Chriſt, 
but it was preſently ſaid vntohim, this 
day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
What worthineſſe was there likewiſe 
in the poore Publican, who for the 

reat ſhame and horror that he had for 
his life paſt, durſt not ſo much as life 
vp-his eyes towards heauen,and yet aſ- 
ſoone as cuer he began to remember 
how pitiful and miſerable his caſe was, 


and defired God that he would haue 


 pitticvpon him, preſently al his finpes, 
wereforgiuen him,and he returned vn- + 
—to his houſe iuſtified 2 Whac worthi- 


neſle could one find in S. Pax! then 
II De. La '. when 
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mandements. Whereupon this is to be 
noted, that he promiſeth vneo his ſer- 
uants none other recopence for al their 
ſeruices,but to [ſhew his mercy towards 
chem,and cheir poſterity. Thelike may 
be obſerued out of the 24. Pfal, where 
the Prophet ſpeaking of thoſe that ſhal 
aſcend into the mountafne of the Lord, 
ſaith, P/4/.24.4.5.6. Exen he that hath 
mnocent hands and a pure heart , which 
hath not lift up his mmie unto vanity,nor 
ſworne deceitfully : He ſhal receine a bleſs 
fing from the Lord, and righteonſnes from 
the God of his ſaluation, T hu zs the ge= 
neration of them that ſeeke him , of them 


that ſeeke thy face, this us Iaacob. Se- 


{ah. | 
This the Prophet ſaith , to giue vs 
to vnderſtand, that for all the labour 
and endeuour that we can doe to 0- 
bey God, to purge our heartes from 
all wicked thoughts and affetions, 
and our hands from all cuill workes, 
to humble vs vnder the hand of God, 
and to preſume nothing , neither 


of our {clues , nor of our vertues: 
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yet for al this we cannot hereby aſcend 
into the mountaine of the Lord, but 1t 
mult be onely by the fauour of that 
grace which he ſhall ſhew vntovs, and 
of the mercie that it ſhall pleaſe him to 
exerciſe towards vs. And this ſerueth 
{ſo much the more to comfort vs , and 
wholly to aſcertaine and aſſure our 
hope,that it is grounded vpon his mer- 
cic & truth, which are {tedfaſt and vn- 
moueable, and not vpon the worthi- 
nes of our works and graces, which are 
veric impefe&t. Now then , when we 
Ee s.. {hall ſee the ficke partic well reſolued, 
armed axainſ} <ONcerning the forgiuenes of all his 
the fearefull 195, and that in his heart there ſhal not 
epprebenſionof remaine any feare of them, which may 
death, and fer any more trouble his conſcience : then 
thy cauſe bes ;+ 15 neceſſariethat we procced further, 
oh _ as to arme and fenſce him againſt the 
Thatdeath horror,and fearefull apprehenſion that 
bath bin ſlaine he may haueof death, in ſhewing vnto 
by Teſs Chrifi, hym by the word of God, that death 
Rs, ; hath beeneſlaine and ſwallowed vp by 
3:19 death tu; Che death of Tefus Chriſt : who ſpea- 
eſlcege, king by the mouth of the Apoltle, 


ſaich 
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faith vnto death: O death,I will be thy 1.Cor.15 
death. For ſeeing thar the pricke or 55 6., 3 


ſharpeneſle of death is fmne, and the 
power of finne is the law, Ieſus Chriſt 
| hauing accompliſhed the law for vs, 
hath alſo by. this meanes taken away 
the ſting from death, ſo that it ſhall ne- 
ucr offend or hurt vs any more. And 
howſoeuer the decree and ordinance 
of God ſtand true and ſure, that all 
men ſhall die, and as they came from 
the duſt, fo ſhall they returne thither 
againe: yet indeed to ſpeake properly, 
the ſeparation of the bodic and ſoule 
in a faithfull man ,!' ought not to be 
termed and called death. And ſo le- 
ſus Chriſt ſpeaking vnto his diſci- 


ples of Lazarns which was dead , ſaid Tohn.t1.1re 


vnto them, that he {lept. ' This phraſe 
or kinde of ſpeech is verie vſuall in 
the old Teſtament, to fignifie the 
death of the fathers. Saint Pamrl v- 
ſeth it alſo, when he writeth vnto the 


Corinthians and Theſlalonians , con- 1+Cor.1 5.51. 
cerning them that ſhall depart be- 1.7 he 4-1 F- 


fore the day of the refurreQion , that 
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hecalleth it ſleeping. But he ſpeaketh 
yet moreexcellently in the Epiſtle vn- 
tothe Philippians , where he calleth 
it a ſeparation, and a disioyning of the 
ſoule from the bodice. Which ſpeech 
likewiſe accordeth verie well with the 
purpoſe of Ieſus Chriſt : who going 
about to warne his diſciples of his 
death approching , faith vnto them, 
that the houre approcheth and draw- 
cth nigh, that he mult paſſe from 
this world to go vnto God his father, 
calling this bodily life by the name of 
a paſſage, by which we paſlefrom the 
vale of miſcric to enter into the 10y 
and poſſeſſion of Paradiſe : that is to 
ſay, toa place of aſſured reſt, and full 
of all alight, Which thing in deede 
the auncient Greekes would ſhew by 
the verie name that they gaue vn- 
to death, calling it T hanatos: which 
in the Etymologie giuen by Themi- 
ſtocles, is as much in the vulgar 
tongue as, gone vp vnto God: and 
they call it alſo Telente , which fig- 


nificth as much as, Conſecration : as 


if 
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if we ſhould ſay , that death is buta 
ſolemne ceremonie',- by which the 
faithfull are wholly conſecrated, and 
dedicated vnto God, to the end that 
hereafter they ſhould render vnto him 
no other exerciſe , but to ſing, and 
ſet forth the praiſes of God, and to 
ſanific his bleſſed and holy name. 
And for this cauſe Ieſus Chriſt cal- 
leth it ſometimes by thename of Bap- 
tiſme,becauſe that by death we paſle,as 
by an hauen;, and as 1t were ouer.wa- 
cers , to arriue at that place of reſt and 
pleaſure whereat we aume. 

And the bodie , which the Greekes 
call -5wz, thereby to ſ1gnifie that it 1s 
vnto the ſoule as a ſepulchre : which 
they deriue of a nowne very much like 
vnto the other, to wit, of 9ijv«, which 
{12nifieth that during the time of it be- 
10g here, it 1s as 1t were buried &enter- 
red:when it pleaſeth God totake it vn- 
to himſelfe.is it not as if he ſhold make 
it to comeforth of the grauc, and raiſe 
it vP againe? 

What occaſion then can men haue 
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4 He theſoule liberty of heauen, there to be gathered 


y 
ſo to ſhunne and to Ek. this 
ſamebodily death; and to beſo afraid 
of it, ſeeing that by ſeparating the 
ſoule from the bodie , it bringeth ie 
out of priſon, and ſendeth it voto the 


euen vnto the boſome of Teſus Chriſt, 

and to enioy with him, and with al the 
bleſſed ſpirites, thoſe eternal conſolati- 
ons, which arc the promiſes reſerued, 
and kept for the ele& and faithſull? 
And thebodicon the otherſide ſhall lie 
in thecarth, as in a bed: there for to 
fleepc and totake his caſe, fo that the 
{leepe thereof ſhall neuer be broken 


nor troubled, neither with vnquict . 


dreames , nor by cares and vexations, 
nor by feares , nor by alarms &bruites 
of warre,nor by any other occaſion,and 
that vntill the day of the reſurrection, 
when it ſhall bee awakened by the 
ſound of the trumpet of God, and 
ſhall be ſent vnto life , having left in 
the earth his mortalitic, corruption, 
diſhonour and weakencſle, being clo- 


'thed with gloric » power , immor- 


falitie, 
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talitie, and incorruption , Where+ 


in a man may ſee, that there is no rea- 
ſon, why men ſhould be ſo greatly A- 
frayde of bodily death - which for a 
while ſeparateth the ſoule from the 
bodie,for the great profite both of the 
one & of the other. For, by this meanes 
the bodie is out of great daunger, not 
onely of finne, and of the miſeries that 
it draweth with it : but alſo from all 
temptations, lying and reſting in the 
earth , in a ſure and certaine hopeof 
the reſurreion,and lite eternall, And 
howſocuer it ſeemcth to be wholy de- 
priued of life in the carth, becauſe that- 


. the ſoule departing fromit, leaucth it 


without moouing or feeling : yea and: 
ſo that it rottcth and returneth vnto 
duſt : yet being alwayes accompanied 
by the ſpirite and- infimite power of 
God,which-quickenethall things, it is 
not vtterly diftoyned from life, as ſaint 


Paul ſayth: If the ſpirite of hum which 


raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the dead dwell Roms 


in you,he which raiſed Chriſt from the 
dead , will alſo quicken your mortall: 
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dwelleth in you:.. And this is the 
reaſon, why elſewhere , going about 
lively to deſcribe vnto vs the reſurrec- 
tion to come, he ſetteth it forth ynto vs 
' vader the figure ofa ſeede which is caſt 
into the earth , which hath in it ſelfe | 
RELA life: although that it being in the gar- 
% nerhathno thew of it,and hauing | tin 
Y ourhand, we cannot deeme of it but 

as of athing which is dead: yet when it 
{tineothe ground, where as a man 
Id think,that the life that it ſhould 
* thebodies of hauc,ſhould be vtterly extinguiſhed &. | 
Y a nbfe choked,it ſheweth it ſelf and groweth, 
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: "theſede Hg that of rottennes as it were,one may 
Ye + perceiuea blade coming, which atter- 
ward taketh nouriſhment & groweth, 
whichare the cffe&ts, & proofs of p life 
that was 1n it, before it was put intothe 
carth. And cuen as god inthe ſcripture 
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41 nameth himſelf the god of Abraha, yea 
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after his death,& that he 15 not the g od 
of the dead, but of the liuing : ſo there- 
vpon it followeth , that not onely the 
| Xeags ſoule op , Which was-bought 
nfo HL, with, b 
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with the death of his ſon,was yetliuing 
when it was ſeparated from the bodie : 
but that alſo the body which partaket]t 
in this ſclfe ſame redemption, which is 
vnited and incorporated into Teſus 
Chriſt for tobe of his mcbers, & which 
finally was conſecrated , and dedicated ; 
vnto God,that he ſhould dwell them - WH » | 
as in his tewple,is not then CHI of 1.Cor , . 
life when it 15 rotten in the earth : 
cauſe it 15 alwayes accompanied ich 
the grace of God, and couched and c6- 
priſed as well'as theſoule , within the 
compaſle of that cternall couenaunt 
that he hath made:with his people, 

hich coucnantis thegery roote and 
mY tainc of life,not only to the ſoules: | 

ut = co the bodies of all the faichfult % 
And if(as $. 70%» ſaith in his Renelarro © i 
that thoſe are blefled which die in bY, _— 3 
Lord, and that there be no bleſſcedneſle 
without life. then one of theſe two con- 
{equents-will neceſſarily folow.that ei- 
therbleſſednes cometh not to the body, 
or elſ{c, if it do come, that it isnot ex- 
cmpt arid free from it; whenit licth 
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in the graue.For although that thebo- 
dy,becauſeit is columed with wormes, 
in that ſtate ſheweth not any appea- 
rance of life : yet doth it alwayes keepe 
life in it,as a ſeed, & a blade, which ſhall 
appearec at the day of the reſurreQion, 
when theſpirit of God , ſpreading his 
infinite power ouer our bodies , ſhall 
raiſethem , and ſhall decke them with 

that glorieand excellencic, which God 
hath promiſed vnto his ele. And euen 
as in an egge there may be a yong one : 
and fo by conſequent life hidden,which 
appeareth when'the yong one com- 
meth forth, and by mcanes of heate is 
hatched: ſo immortalitic and life, vato 
communicating and partaking 


thereof , both our bodies and ſoules 


-., »,A.arecalled, when that by faith we haue 


recciued the Goſpel(which is the word 
of life,and an incorruptible ſcede){hall 
be diſcouered and diſcloſed in the laſt 
day, by the power of our God, which 
ſhall renue vs, as he doth the heauens, 
the earth, and all other creatures, which 
{ball bethea wholy deliuered _—_ 

rec 
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| HE the bondage of corruption. - 
hereof WC arc offs, ed by our bap- FL 
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tiſme which hath beene adminiſtred S 
ynto vs in the name of the father,of the \ 
ſonne, and of the holy ghoſt. For the 3 
water which hath beene ſprinckled vp- Þ 
on our bodies, andas the ſcripturecal- 
lethit ,. theſprinckling or waſhing of ,,, « 
regeneration, is not to ſignifie vntovs, 
and to aſfare vs, that our ſoules onely 
are waſhed, and cleanſed in the bloud 
of Chriſt Icſus,by the forgiueneſle of 
our finnes: but alſo our bodies : and 
that they both together, being coucred 
and clad with the righteouſneſle and 
innocencie of the ſonneof God : yea, 
and further being ſanRified by his ſpi- 
rite, are preſently ſet in the ſtate and 
poſſeſſion of life , and are vtterly freed 
and deliuered from the ſlaucrie, and 
ſcruitude of death , which. hath no , 
power (as we haue before ſayd)but on- 
ly where ſinne reigneth, which is the 
onely cauſe of death. 

Theholy Supper of the Lord,wher- 
in by faithreceiuing the bread & wine, 
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which aregiuenvntovs by the ni3di- 
#ſter, we are receiued vnto the commu- 
nicating of the fleſh and blood of Teſus 
LG Chriſt,yea and ſo vnited, and incorpo- 
25 ratedinto him, as that for euer(as ſaith 
p faint oh») he abidethin vs,! and we 
in him, doth it not likewiſe aſſure vs, 
that being inſeparablic 1oyned with 
life, and with the meanes cf life, 
(which is Ieſus Chriſt) wE can nor 
die, neither in our ſoules, nor in our 
\ . \ bodies, by meanes of this vnion which 
is common vnto both 2 Our bodily 
F death chen ought not to ſeeme vnto 
vs ſo horrible, & fo feartull as it is vnto 
Ft &c0 /pmanic, who are as fearefull thereof 
WE 0p” are little children of a maske or 
velie viſarde. For if a mother ſhew 
herſelfe varo her childe , with a vi- 
farde. that is monſtrous , and velic 
co behold,the childe may well bee a- 
« frayde, and may runne away crying: 
]- butas ſooneas euer ſhe ſhall vncouer 
her face , and that the childe all 
know her againe , he will runne to 
her,to kiſle her, and imbrace her : fo 
We 
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refreſh and comfort our {j pirites, when, 
we feele them to fayle and co' faint in 
vs, by meanes of the fearecfull appre- 
henſion that the law giueth vato vs of 
death, we ought to beholdthe fourme 
thereof inthe mirrour of ,the Goſpell, 
wherein Chriſt Teſus hath fer. ic orth 


vnto vs more louing , more gratious, 


and more amiable ; then Moſes in 
his law, who hath deſcribed it to be 
fearefull, and vglic, ſo that now anie 
more it hath neither anie ſting for 
to pricke vs, nor anie chaines,cordes, 
or fades to hold vs vnder the powet 
thereof . For Ieſus Chriſt by his ri- 
ſing againe hath broken them a- 


| ſunder, een Samſon did by a mar- Tudg.rs "Y 6 


" great force , 'who when the 
Philiſtines had with ſtrong cables, 
and cordes faſtened and bound him 
fo ſtraightly, and ſo ſtrongly , that 
. they had thought he ſhould neuer 
hauceſcaped t their handes , hee pre- 


ſently brake them , and madeno more. 
account of them , _ of flaxen | 


os 


Yay 


threedes: ſo that they were then decei- 
ued when they had thouthe with great 
violence ,” and force , to > have ruſhed 
vpon him , in ſeeing that he brake 
their bandes, as eaſily. as another man 
woulde breake a threede that were 
halfe broken , or halfe burnt . So 
death thinking by making our Saui- 
our Chriſt todie, to hauecleane van- 
quiſhed him,and to haue brought him 
ynder his power,and ſo to haue aſſured 
and eſtabliſhed his cmpire and king- 
dome, that it ſhouldncuer be ſhaken : 
contrariwiſe, death found it ſelfe con- 
quered and abated,yea and that in fuch 
FF ſort,that it couldneuer be againe exal- 
-  xCer15.54. ted: as the Apoltle writethto the Co- 
EE: - rinthians, that death was ſwallowed vp 
RG. in viRoric: that is , ſhe hathlalt thac 
= conqueſtchat ſhe had thought to haue 
42Þ - had;when ſhe made our fujour Chriſt 
6 to die. Death therefore ought not to be 


h _ eres before we haue laid downe, but rather 


to be defired for cauſes which hereafter 
weſhal ſhew.Forfirlt to begin with, it 
*  ſetecth 


; __ ho as yu cs 


 ppearent 0n= fearefyll ynto vs, for the 1 reaſons that 
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ſetteth our ſoules at liberty,anddeline- «x 
reth them fro torments.agonies, feares, Baxſeit fie-"| 
diſtruſts,cares, ſorowes& 'defires wher- © »-from = 
with they arc cruelly tormeted, whileſt TOR \\ 
they are weakned 1n the filthy priſons jF 
of our ſinfull, mortall, and corruptible J 
bodies. And further itdcliuereth like- / 
wiſe our bodies fro infinit & innume- & 
rable dangers that they are ſubie&t vn » 


to,both by ſea,by land,and by all other 


further,they are freed fr6 ſundrie ſorts )/ A 
of ſickneſſes & diſeaſes, which do wear A-.# 
& columethe with moſt fearful griefs, "1. 
andlikewiſe from neceſ{itie & paine of Bf / a 


trauclling mer >they are ſubicR, of 
canes Snnally.fromthe px 
ne pee ECrconuall care that Ht 
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means how to be nouriſhed, clad, lod- 
ged,and wel prouided for in thethings © 
that neceſlarily they ſtand in need of MN 
for their maintenance,Neither is thisal 2 \_ I 
thebenefit þ death doth bring vnto vs : 3% eſpecialy 
but further it diſchargeth vs ; from the aim 
dager of finning any _—_— fro being (ame, 
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tempted of the deuil,of the world, and 

of our owne concupiſcence, which ne- 

uer ceaſe to prouoke vs tothedoing of 
euill.and which do inceſſantly ſtirre vs 
vp to offend God, and by this meanes 
to bring vpon vs all the curſes which 
1m the law he threatneth againſt all 
thoſe that tranſgreſſeit , and difobey 
God.With what earneſtneſle, and fer- 
uencie? with what f1ghes and grones, 
did the Apoſtle delire and demaund of 
God,that he might be deliwered from 
that pricke that he felt in his fleſh, 
which was the miniſter of Sathan to 


members , ſtrunhgagainitthe law of 
his ſpirit, and leading hineaptiner: 

to the law of finne which was in his 
members, in the concluſron of his dif- 
courſe , with what an high and hea- 
uiecrie,comming cuen from thedepth 
and bottome of his heart crieth hee 
forth, and fayth: O wretched man 
thacI am, who ſhall deliver mefrom 
the 
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their owne {elues, couetous, boaſters, 4.5. 
proud, curſed ſpeakers, diſobedient to 
parents, vnthankefull , contemners of 


Comfort for the ſicke. ww 3 
the bodie of this death 2 Whereby we 
mayperceiue what grief this holy man 
had to ſee in himſelfe the tyrannie of 
finne, and to feele in h1mſelfe the 
force thereof, and the violence thatit 
offered vnto him , conſtraining and 
compelling him to do the enill that he 
hated, and to leaue.vndone that good, 
which with his heart he wiſhed and de- 
fired. Ohappie thereforeand bleſlcd 
death , which diſchargeth a man from 3 p 
ſuch a cruell, and comberſome bon- B*<<:/e iſe 

, parateth ws _ 
dage! Who alfo can ſuthciently conli- /,,,, ys amae 
der what a miſchief and miſcrieit is tO weof the wich > 
live: yea and that in themiddeſt of the kd. Fi 
Chuch, among(t thoſe that are barba- "'R 


rous, and among{t ſuch as the Apo- 


{tle foretold of, which ſhould come and 
ſpring vp in theſelatter times ? That is : 
toſay,amongſt men that are louers of , T;mz.,.3. ** 


God, without naturall affe&ion,truce- 
breakers, falſe accuſefs, intemperate, 
fierce, deſpiſers of them that are good, 
T ij 


Y | : x Fe,outragious,prophane, blaſphemers, 


traitors, headie,] hig h oxi ele ers 

pleaſures _ lakerrof God, ha- 

uinga ſhew ofgodlincfſe, but hauiy 
denied the p@wer thereof? And on the 
other ſide to be enuironed, & on cuery 

- fideencloled with fyorne, and dead! 7 
enemies of the Goſpel of Ieſus Chriſt, - 
and of his Church, which are doggand- . 

.outragious woolfes and mad,d "I: 

God and his graces,being curibus,vio> | 


#*hauing neither faith, nor feare,nor la 
-. Norconfcience that may repreſſe;ofxe-"*;; | 
ſtraine theirmalicewhol ſay,cah WUllie® .. - ; 
. , ently conceiue or expreſle , What 3% 1 'F 
 helliſh griefeit 1sroliue in the wideſt 7 + 
a >:of ſuch a froward and perperſe na-;; 
. © tion, toſce , and to be an eye-wic 
| neſſeoftheir abominable impieti&z 
miquitie,and to heare, & tok uy L.. 
witneſle of the horrible blaſph ny 
that they without cither ſhame or 
do vomit & breath out againſt ws 4 
againſt the throne & maicſtic of Go 
who,I fay,in the fight and ſenſe he 
-would not be wearie of his life? Nod 
 wnuld + 


elſe, but that that ioy & pleaſurewhi - 
at that time they did perceiue, wo _ 
alwayes be continued vnto them.Now 
then, we may well cthinkethat if that a 
little dram , or as it werea drop of the 
life & glory tocome,wereſo forcibleas 
to rauiſh theſe three diſciples, and to 
make the ready to forlake themſelues, 
what ioy the ſhal we haue, when as ac- 
cording to our hope, wethall haue the 
whole {tone , & ſhalbe as it weredren- 
ched in y brook: or to ſpeak morepro- 
perly, in the ſea of pleaſure and perfeR 
contentmet, whe that cuerlaſting ioy yp 
the Prophet ſpeaketh of,thalbe ſprink- 
led vpon our heads? Furthermore this 
toy ſhalbe doubled, when togither with 
Ieſus Chriſt we ſhall ſee all che beauti- 
. full and bleſſed companie of Angels, 
*Archangels, principalities, powers, 
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Patriarches, Prophets, Apoſtles, Mar- 
tyrs,and generally al the bleſſed ſpirits 
of the triumphant church,which is not 
otherwiſe occupied and imployed, but 
in continuall ſinging of praiſe and 
4 thankesvnto God : ſaying, Holy, hole, 
KL, RY hohe, Lord God which was, which is, and 
” 5.13, which i5 to come. And vnto him which ſit- 
s teth wpon the throne,and to the Lambe, be 
Tp: honaur,pratſe , glorie and power for ener 
” A compariſon andewer.It was heretofore a maruellous 
| of theioy _ great pleaſure and delight,to ſee theal- 
: NS lll {embly of all the tribes of the people 
” ſeeing the Lord of Iſrael in Teruſalem, when $4/o0n af- 
' preiſed in bi ter thefiniſhing of the building of the 
4 —_ A fe teple, would ſolemnly dedicate it with 
Y __ "5 an infinite number of holocauſts and 
 anheaven, Other ſacrifices, with perfumes,incenſe, 
and ſweet odours,with prayers &prai- 
ſes,and with ſuch an applauſe, and de- 
light of the people, as the like was ne- 
uer heard nor ſcene before. 

There were morcouer,afterward two 
| other notable aſſembliesin Ieruſalem, 
1Kng$.63. whichare verie memorable & famous 
in the ſcripture,onevnder the raigneof 

Hexzechias, 
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Hezechias ,' and the other vnder 19/75, 2.Chron.3am. 
when that theſe two good Princes be- *-3-& 2-7 
ing mouecd with a zeale of godlineſle, Mb FO 
& of the ſeruice of God,which had bin 
miſerablie corrupted by the idolatrie 
and impietie of their predeceſſours,d1d 
with couragious & bold hearts enter- 
priſe to purge that holy land cf thoſe 
pollutions & filthy whoredoms,as wel 
corporal as ſpiritual, wherewith it was 
infeted,remouing the wicked houſes, 
& the Idols, from out all the countrie 
of Iudea, & aboliſhing all the falſe ſer- 
uices that their fathers and hypocrites 
had inuented and eſtabliſhed,either co- 
trarie,or ouer and beyond the warrant / 
and word of (30d. And ouer and be- 

fides this,for the renewing of the couec- 

nant of God, which almolt was cleane 
buried,and defaced in the hearts of the 
people, they called togither all the in- 
habitants of the countrie, with whom, 

after the_publike reading that they 

cauſed to beofthe law, they celebrated 

the Paſſeouer with as great feaſt and 


- . O 
ſolemnitie,as cuer it was heard or ſeene 


[2 
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of before. And it is not tobe doub- 
-- ted, but that cucrie man of any 
| good and gotlly heart , ſecing ſuch a 
companie aſſembled , and thatFor 
| ſuch a good and holy end, would 
euen leape with joy, beholding God 
in the middeſt of his holy people, 
caring the ſtatutes that were by them 
enewed, and the ſolemne promiſes 
and proteſtations that chey made, 
eſpecially concerning God , aſſu- 
ring his people alwayes of his fa- 
uour , and concerning the. people, 
romiſing vnto him likewiſe that 
they would neuer chaunge or alter : 
but alwayes to continue in his co- 
uenant, without any departing from 
his ſeruice, nor hereafter to eſtabliſh 
any other eſtate, but to honour him 
"alone, and to celebrate and to ſan&ti- 
fie his name. Although that thoſe 
famous aſſemblies of the nulitant 
Church, whereot a mn may ſec ſome 
reſemblances in theſe latter times, 
(and ſhould ſee more it Antichriſt 
and his adherents did not hinder it) 
are 
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are the moſt beautifull', 'excellene, 


te 


ages, Vo 
ww 


F the ficke. wap ©. 
and longed-for things , that can be : 
ſcene vpon the face of the earth ( as 

che Prophet ſaith , Plalme26. 8. 0 Pſal6B. 
Lord I hane loued the habutation of thine | 
houſe, and the place where thine ho- "2 
nour dwelleth. And elſewhere, Plalme Pſal.42.1.24. = 
42.1.2. eAs the hart brayeth for the = 
riers of water , -ſo panteth my ſfoule 

after thee © God. 2. My ſoule thw- 

Feth for God, enen for the lining God: 

when ſnall 1 come and. appeare before 2 
the preſence of God? And Pſalme 92. Pſalga.12. © 
1.2. 1t is a good thing to praiſe the =” 
Lord, and to ſing Unto clin , O moSt 
high. 2 To declare thy lowmg kinaneſſe 
t the mornieg , and thy truth mm the 
night. 

All theſe places of ſcriptures, 
and manic other do ſufhciently ſhew, 
in what account the Prophet had 
thoſe holie aſſemblies, that he pre- 
ferred them before all other profite or 
pleaſure. And to ſpeake as the truthis, 
euerie man which knoweth & feeleth 
inhimſclfc,yhat is the louc, goodnefle, 


6059 


veetnes;mercie, clemencie;gentlenes, 
-_ wiſedome: d faithfulneſle , patience, 
> . ©, +truth, power, greatnes, marcſtic, iu- 
© .*:-7*1 ticgliberalitic,and other ſoucraigne & 
""% * excellent graces of God, knowethnot 
*. -. *! how ſufficiently to content- binſglfe 
3.1. with thinking,preaching.celebrating, 
BY ' adoring,and admiring of them, and to 
E ' moucnotonly Angels,and al the hoaſt 
E . — ofheaucn thereunto: but alſo all the 
8 elements,all luing creatures, al plants, 
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E,-i.-.* -- nifichisname, and infinitly to reioice, 
"6 l zeare God to be exal- 
t- For although that 
the praiſes which men liuing here in 
2 the world ſing vnto God, cannot be ſo 
Wo» rightly , nor ſo holily perfourmed , as 
Js were to be wiſhed : for being alwayes 
.imperfe&,as we are,vnto what meaſure 
. or degree of faich,or charitie focuer we 
-can attaine vnto: and further, hauing 
in vs ſuch a rebellious fleſh, as which 
continually fightech againſt the ſpirit, 
and hindereth, and with-holdeth it 
wheit would lift vp it ſelfe vnto God, 
it 


4 


yea &the ſencelclle creatures to mag- | 


Ip 
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mouth of the faithfull, although they 
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it is +> 177M that we ſhould:;heare 


the wor of God with that zeale & at- / : 
tention as were requiſite, or likewiſe «4_ _ Fa 
that we ſhould: render vnto him-our . 
confetTions, praiers,& thanks,with that . 
lowlineſſe and affectionas we ought : | 
yet when we heare the ſound of his 
ſpirituall Pſalmes, Hymnes , and 
ſongs, to ſound and to bee heard in 
the middelt of the a{lembly, from the 


be weake, fraile, poore; and miſerable 
ſinners, &c: We ceaſe gort&be-raui- 
ſhed, and as it were wilt | 
ried beyond our ſclues, wth that great 

1oie that we findeto be in our heartes. 
What may we then think of that plea- 

{ure that we hope to receiue 1n the 
heauens, when our ſoules departed - ; 
from the bodies, and being aſcended 

on high, ſhall heare this ſweete mu- 

ſicke and harmonie of the angels, and <= 
of other bleſled ſpirits with one accord — 
ſinging, and ſetting forth the praiſes 

of God with ſuch a {weete and melo- 
dious ſound , that 8 eo and joy 
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A that they ſhall receive, ſhall make 
i * them forthwith to forget not one- 
A '  1y all otherdefires, but alſo all other 
pleaſures. Neither is there any more | 
fit compariſon betwixt all other | 
X  Joyes and the 1oyes of heauen , then 
3 is betwixt a drop of water and the 
# ſea , or betwixt the light of the 
ſarres, and the bright ſhining beames 
of the funne: A droppe of water 
powred into the ſea appeareth not, | 
neither is the light of the ſtarres ſeenc 
when the ſunne beginneth to {hine, | 
and to ſend forth his beames vpon 
the earth. Morcouer, when we all 
\J die in the faith of our Lord, we are 
preſently bleſſed : that is, we haue then 
no more affections or defires which | 
are not holy, and which are not, yea & | 
that from the verie in{tant and m0- 
ment of our death fully ſatisfhed and 
contented : which 15 no ſmall hap- 
pinelle , in that that hercafter we 
{hall have our fleſh no more contra- 
xying the fpirite, nor our affeRions 
; rebel- 
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rebelling againſt reafon, nor the Law 
of our members {trming againſt the 
law of God : but that all tumults 
and troubles being quieted in our 
heartes, we ſhall hauc our ſoule whol- 
ly ſpirituall, calme, peaceable, whol- 
ly luing vato God, and which ſhal- 
be ſo glewed and vnited vnto him, 
that 1t can neuer anie more, cither 
by temptation , or by anie other 
meanes be disioynedneither from his 
loue, or from his ſeruice, or from 
the beholding of his face. Is there 
ante thing more pleaſant to ſee vn- 
to, then to beholde a cittie well or- 
dered in policie, where all the bour- 
gefles and inhabitantes are of one 
minde, and firmely ioyned and knit 
togither by true and ſure amitie, 
which giueth not anie place vnto 
any wrong, hurt, debate, quarrels, 
ſeditions, diumiſions, tumultes , or 
{trifes whatſocuer , but vpholdeth 
it felfe, and lineth amiablie , and 
louinghe 2 Is there likewiſe anie 
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thing ſo to be defired,as to ſee an houſe 
well ordered and ruled , where the fa- 
ther: and mother of the fanulic; the 
children, the men-ſeruants and the 
maid- ſcruants, walking altogither in 
the feare and obedience: of God, doe 
containe and keepe themfelues vnto 
their ducties without either going be- 
yond, or commung thort of that rule 


and meaſure that God hath giuen vn- 


tothem im his Law? Saint Paz/ in ma- 


nie places ſetteth downe vnto vs the 
excellent harmonie that is betwixt the 
members of a mans bodie, and the mu- 
tua}l communitie or ſocictic that is 
among{\t them , for their faculties and 
ſeuerall powers , ſo that the one 1s not 
enuious at the dignitie and excellencie 
of another , or that the more excellent 
member ſhould deſpife his fellow tor 
his bafe or low place: by this compari- 
ſon going about, to ſhew vnto the 
church the fraternitic and juſt pro- 
portion , which ought to be among(t 
themembers thereof, Ffor the health and 
preſeruation of euerie one of them in 
particu- 
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particular , and of the whole bodie 1n 
generall : which thing 1s the moſt ex- 
cellent, and agreeable thing that may 
beſecne amongſt men. It is alſo a thing 
verie dehightfull and pleaſant, to heare 
a Lute well tuned and ſweetly played 
vpon by acunning Mubition : but yet 
there 15 nothing more plcafant, then 
a ſoule rightly 'tuncd in all her parts 
and faculties, when 'the vnder{tan- 
ding thinketh vpon nothing but vp= 

on God.andthe wit doth neither loue, 
delire , nor aſpire vnto any thing but 
vnto him, and our memorie remem- 
breeth nothing but that that coneer- 
neth him, as it commeth in our minds, 

when hauing left thebodie, its recei- 


Fl 


ucd into Paradiſe: forthen itis all fil- *£9"-5 7.46 


ied with God, whois in1t, all things 
afterward (as the Apoſtle faith); chat 
is to ſay, all the thoughts thereof are 
his t thoughts, and all his loue and his 
deſires , all his delightes and his re- 
membrance : to be bricfe, all her fel1- 
citie, her portion , her wiſhing, and 
her contentment is in God. Seeing 
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.then that by death we comevito this 


felicitic , which we can neuer finde in 
this life, in what eſtate ſo cuer we be, 
& what commodities ſocuer wehane : 
(for there 1s neither king , nor print, 
norlabourer, nor merchant,nor aduo- 
cate thatliues in the world,which doth 
not oftentimes complaine , and who 


hath not great occaſions to complaine, 


manie things falling out, & comming 
to paſle conciaric to their expetta- 
tion and defire:) are we not much 
bounden and beholding vnto death, 
becauſe that in an inſtant and mo- 
ment it maketh vs to enioy that vn- 
ſpeakeable bleſſedneſle, which con- 
{iter in the pertc& relt of our {pi- 


rites, and in the contentment of all 


our delires, which felicitie vaine 
men ſeecke after in vaine, ſeeking for 
it in this life, and that in the tran- 
fitorie things of this world ? 

There1s yet further one point, that 
maketh vs willingly to imbracedeath 
when our time 1s come: that 1s, that 
1t putteth vs in poſlglſion of all "aro 

CC» 


Comfort forthe ficke. wx © 
benefites thae Chriſt hath purchaſed  $ 
for vs: for ſo lotiff as we live in the 704 deatbn'B 
i means to fut vs _ 
world,we are not ſaued(as the Apoltle;, poſſeſſiun of | 
faith) but by hope onely : but whenas att thoſe bene- 
by death we depart, we then enjoy. fs that Chrift 2 
etcrnall life , and that bleſſing which 1s bred 
{o great, that neither eye, care, NOr Vn- pity | 4.2%, b 
deritanding isable tocomprehend,and : 
conceiue the greatnes thereoE It was : 
a great bencfite viito the children of = 
Iſracl, when after their long and hard 
bondage, vnder which they were held 
in Egypt, after ſo manie froward and 'W 
crooked turnings that they had in the ” ad 
deſertoft Arabia, for the ſpace of fortie | 
yeers,whe they arriued ouer the brook 
Tordane, and that then there remained 
nothing for the, but to paſle on to take 
the poſleſlis of that land that God had 
promiſed vnto their fathers,and which 
chey had fo long timelooked for. A 
young malikewiſe,which hath of loiig 
time bin vnder the keeping and tutor- 
ſhip of a hard and r1gorous gouernor, 
which hathyſed &entreted him ſharps 
ly,& who hath ſuffered him to endure 
uw , 
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infinite hardneſſe, not miniſtring vn- 
ro him things neceffaric for his main- 
tenance, hath not he oreat and uſt 
occafion to reioyce , ſecing the time 
"RN to approch wherein he ſhalbe ſet free, 
and come out of his wardſhippe, to 
be (et at libertie., and to enioy his 
& goods at his ownepleaſure, without 
ing'':any more' controlled of any 
man? Young youthes, likewiſe that 
* are deſcendedof ſome cood and great 
houſe , that are Pages vnto a king, 
{Do 

£ or in the houſe of ſome Prince or 
great Lord , vnder the hand and go- 
uernement of {ome ſeucre and ver- 
tuous ouerſcer, which bringeth and 
craineth them vp vnder a ſharpe 
and auſtere order and diſcipline, 
are greatly eaſed when they come 
| from their ſeruice, and when they 
| \ come f:om the feare and bondage 
; that before they were of long time 
\ ftraightly heldin : hand-maides 1n like 
- manner, ouer whom there hath _ 

held a ſtraight and an hard hand , 
the houſe of their father and mo- 
ther, 
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ther , during the time of their in- 
fancie and childhood , will leape for 
10y when one comes to ſpeak to them 
of mariage , but will be more 1toyfull 
when they are athanced,& handfaſted: 
buc che top and heape of all their plea- 
ſureis, when they aremaried, and gi- 
uen into the hands of an husband that 
loueth them, and is beloued of them: 
for by this means they are to the full 
ſatished,and contented. Wein hkemas- 
ner , which here below by the prea- 
ching of the Goſpell of Iefus Chrilt, 
and by the fayth that we haue giuen 
vnto his promulſes,are,as it were,athan= 
ced vnto him : what mit occaſion ſhall 


| wehaue to reloyce, whe our foules be- 


ing departed from their bodies, ſhall 


aſcend vp intoheauen,there to be ma- 
' ried vntol1m,and to celebrate and ſo- 


lemnize the day ofour mariage, with 
ſuch ioy and contentment which ſhall 
neucr end, and which cannot be inter- 
rupted,nor broke off, neither yettrou, 
bled,ncither by death,nor by ficknetle, 
nor by any other accident that anay 
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fall out? This ſhal then be when as our 
ſpouſe comming before vs,ſhal ſay vn- 
to vs that that is written in the booke 


38 

Qq 

£8 
£4 "10.x1, Of the Cantwles:Come hither my belo- 
oO 


ued.enter into thy louers chiber,to the 
end that thou and ] may reioice peace- 
Wt without any feare of our loues; 
D Thy winter 15 paſt, & ſo 1s thy rain,thy 
F-> ſnow,thy hailc,thy cold,thy troſts,& al 
SAR the rough & ſharp ſeaſon, which as hi- 
7 therto with great paine thou thouldelt 
= <Thaue endure : but the ſpring tumeinto 
Þ which thou art now entred,thall abide 
"8 with chee for cuer,and all thy pleaſures 
1 a Iikewiſewherewith 1t 1s accompanied. 
- 


3.4 


Enter chcu my beloued into the wy & 
reſt of thy Lord. This ſhal then be, whe 
1 .. thatthatcbe Prophet ſpeaketh of ſhall 
b, = - be accompliſhed, P/2.126.5.6.7 hey that 
k-” ſow 1 mteares.ſhal reape muy. T hey went 
\) weepmy and Cried precion. s ſeed: but they 
' ſhalreturnwith wy, bring their ſheanes. 
And being ſetfree from tutorthi D, 

and brought fromtvnder the hand and 
gouerment of our tutours and gouer- 
nours, we {halbe {ct at full hiberti,ar g 
all 
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Comfort for the ſiche. 139 
(hall haue the emoying of that heritage 
chat God our good father hath promi- 
ſed vnto vs, and had appointed for vs, 
when he adopted vs to be his children: 
that is to ſay , the heritage of euerla- 
ſting life,and of the kingdome of hea- 
uen. But to ſpeakeor to thinke ſuth- 
ciently of it,is vnpoſſible, what congue 
or eloquence ſocuer a man will ap- 
plie thereunto, for the greatnes there- 
of paſſcth all the capacitic of man. - 
Now after hauing thus furniſhed, & x 
fenced the ſicke partic againſt the feare 4g4inf! the 
which he mighthauc oilleath, it is the/*-re of the 
further requiſite to ſtrengthen hum a- any 7 rn 
gain{t the feare of p deui}l, who potlef> ,opver. 
ſeth the empirc or gouernmet of death. | 
For Sathi being at his laſt aſſaule, wall 
prouide & prepare all his forces, and al 
his fetches, with all his cngins &\trata- I 
gems againſtvs , to proue whether he Thefowerof 
may drive vs away : but being in the? gs 
prote&tion of our paſtour , and [hep</1epheard. 
heard , who is watChfull and carefull 
to keepe vs, and who is more ſtrong 


to defend vs then the woolfe', and 


" 
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_thelion areto- aſſault vs , there is ns 
cauſe why we ſhould feare : for who 
can'take vs'forth of h1s hands , ſeeing 
that he and his father ( who is greater 


YL then all) are but one in eflence,power, 
a= gloric, and mateſhie? Weare then aſ- 


 fured, that as there 1sno ſleight nor 
liciethat can circumuent, or oucr- 
_—, "__ match his wiſedome : fo is-there not 
a6  anyforcethat is able to withſtand his 
S) power. Let vs the keepeour {clues vn- 
dertheſhadow.of his wings,& we ſhal 

+ beſure that he wil-preſerue &keepe vs 
"Gafe and ſound ,-and will hinder, that 
neither thedemll, nor any other crea- 
_______ tureſhalboffehdorhurt vs : as thePro- 
P[alg1.1.2 prophetiayth, /a/.91. 1.2. Who [0 
awelleth in the ſecret of the moſt high , 

frall abide mw the ſhadow of the Almightie. 

{will ſay vnto the Lord,O,mme hope, and 

ry fortreſſe - he is my God, wn hm will 1 

? truſt. And after he hath ſhewed cer- 
taine indgements,and dangers, where- 
ofthe aſſureth the faithfull that they 
{hall not come nighthem, in the ende 
he commeth ynto the deuils , who = 
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the ancient & deadly enemies of man- 
kind ,; and ſpeakethafter chis maner. 
Pſal.g1.13.14 , T hou ſhall walke pon Fſal.91.13.14 
the hon and aſpe , the young lon andthe 


"o 


dragon ſhalt thou tread wnder feete. Be- 


cauſe he hath lowed me, \therefore will 
deliver hmm: 1 will exalt him, becauſe he 
hath knowne my name. Where we ſee 
che viRtorie that he promiſeth vs ouer 
the deuils: yea and the example of the 
Apoſtles, ynto who Ieſus Chriſt made 
the deuils ſo ſubic&t, that they were 
conſtrained toacknowledgethe power _ *, + 
that he had giue vnto them ouer them, !* *7*<4f«lt0 
ans > Zh ” vſe thoſe wea« 
in obeying their commandements that ,,,c,, he 
they gaue vnto the in his name: which bath given vs, 
ſhould aſſure vs , that comming out i» our hands; 
ynto battell againſt them,foraſmuch as *? py »fah, 

BT D and the word 
we are armed, and furniſhed with the of God, 
{ame weapons that they were , to wit, Fybeſ's.16, 
with faith,and with che word of God: 
we cannot faile but carie away the vic- 
foriefrom them,yea and by the bucke- 
ler of faith to quench all their fierie 1-P+*-53, 
darts. Your aduerſary the deuil(faith S. 
Peter) walketh about you like aroring 
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lion ſecking whom he may deueure : 
whom yearctoreſiſt, being ſtedfaſt in 
the faith. And faint /0/» faith, you are 


ſtrong, and the word of God dyelleth. 


in you, and you hane oucrcome that e- 
uill one. And our fauwiour Chriſt, doth 
nothe ſay, ſpeaking of faith, that the 
eates of hell:that is to ſay,all the coun- 
fell, all the craft , all the cunning 
meanes and power of the deuill, thall 
not haue any power again{t it 2 And 
as little force haue they againſt his 
word, Which thing we ſee cuidently 
to be true in the example of Iefſus 
Chriſt : for the deuill being come to 
tempt our Sauiour Chriſt, and hauing 
aſlaide by all the meanes that he could, 
to make himfal tothe defying of God, 
he could neuer giuchim any toile, but 
loſt his labor, becauſe he alwates found 
him ſhielded,and on cuerie fide armed 
with the word of God,in ſuch ſort,that 


| hewas conſtrained to flie the field, to 
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looſe the viorie, and with ſhame to 
retire: ſoin hike maner,we being well 
armed, neede not to feare that he can 

hure 
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hurt vs,neither yet to doubt , but that \ 
viing ſuch weapons we hall be con- "S 
querours, againſt him and all ourene- | 
mes: As ſaint Pal ſayth , the weapons 2:Cor-19-4p, 
of our warrefare are not carnall , but | 
mightic through God, vnta the ouer- 
throwing of {trong holdes, deſtroying 
counſels, and cueric high thing that 
cxalteth it felfe againſt God. Who- 

{oeuer therefore fearetlh1 the deuill, and 

is harneſſed with faith, and with the 

word of God,{heweth thereby, thatas 

yet he knoweth not the force of the 

one, nor of the other, neither yet what 

1s the power of that captaine that 

leadet]: vs,& vnder whoſe enfigne and 

baner we fight:for, hath henot bruiſed | 
the head of the ſerpent?hath henot caſt Hat13.29. 
out that {trong one out of his hold, & 

ſpoiled him of all his weapons ? Is it 

not he which hath caſt out the prince 1.10hn38. 
of this world.and which hath deſtroied 

all the workes of the deuill 2 Is 16 E 
not that great captaine CMrchael, Revel.12.948, be 
which hath alrcadie got tle victorie 0- 4 
uer thedragon, and his Angels, and 
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ws y 202304 vi the wy 
, Is atterwardto purſue and folow them 
even vntill they be quite deſtroyed, 
and vtrerly rooted out? + | 
But for the better marking & wat- 
« ching of Sathan , weareel; pecially to 
F ain two principall craftes of his, 
' whichhevſeth againſt vs to make vs to 
fall, which are theſe : firſt, if he ſee vs 
if oodly,& holily giuen, he will endeuor 
-* AX: _\; topultcvs vp 'witha vain preſumpti- 
Woo] * on,and per{wafton of our ſelues,and of 
Fn our vertues and graces : but if on the 0-* 
ther fade he ſce,that we be vicious, and 
wicked, and that all our timewe haue 
:. beencdiſobedient, and diflolute, then 
: will he propound and ſet this before 
; {4 : oureyes, yea he will amplifie , and ag- 
*- Frauate as much as hecan, the weight 
| R and cenormitie of our fins, to make vs 
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ſpaire concerning the grace of God. 
Theſe are the two cordes (as Saint A#- 
_ gti ſaith)wherwith this hang-man, 
45% or mankiller of matkind, vſcth to ſtifle 
4... andtoſtrangle men:Butwe hauc here- 
| "y S, k I a ſhewed how to 6 Og and 
PX | a 
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headlongly tocaſt our ſelues into de-- 
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God, but as old, filthie, and menitru- 
ching our iniquities and vices , they 


- and mercicof God ſurmountcth, and 


© ned & warned ſhortly to appeareper-""* "xm "= 
ſonally:: if therefore we are not altov1- 
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to put-by theſe tEptations. But for our _-: - "1% 

righteouſneſles, they are all ſo ſtamed, TY 
and fo polluted , yea and ſo imperfeR, 
p they ſet vs in no other eſtate before 


Q 
"x 


ous cloutes. And on the other {ide tou- 
cannot be ſo great, but that the grace 


ouerpaſlcth them , nor ſo filthie, but 
that the rightcouſheſſe and blood of 
Chriſt Ieſus is ſufficient to whitenand "y 
to waſh them : neither yet, to con- " 
clude, ſo damnable , but that in con- "ff y 
felling them with humilitie and'griefe 1,79hn,1.9, 
in our ſelues , God will with ſpeede Pp: =. 
{hew himſelfe faithfull, and mſt to for- A 
oiuc vs them, and vtterly to forget 
them. - 64 
| It remaineth now to aſſure theſidlk \, = 
pris  again(t the feare that he way 4g, phe 
aue of the 1udgement of God: for fearefullap.. 3 


+.% 


by * 

þ a » 2 
$ / "NR £ 
_ MR... 

c « Ag RS. 

"4-9 £ Ag mn 
y ; + #0 

-1 


we ſee that we are by ſicknes ſummos f'«benſian of 
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| Fj. 33x, member that chat is ſaid 1n the ſcrip- 


ture: to wit, that it is afearefull thing 
: to fal into the hands of ctheliuing God. 
Rom.2.11T. And further, that there 1s no fauour 


b Pexl7. oor acceptation of perſons with God: 


that is , that the regard vnto greatnes, 
dignitie,nobility, riches ,beauty,know- 
ledze, parentage , kindred, nor anie 
fuch like things , which are eltecmed 
amongſt men, & which are oftentimes 
cauſes which do make them in their 
iudgements to ſwarue, and to decline 
from the right way of. uſtice:commeth 
not into the ind cement of God , who 
F141 atable and impaſhible, hath 

No! Tims "that can alter or chaunge his 

bf will: by-meanes whereof,all his iudge- 
Fs Fae meaſured according to the 
F rule, and pronounced according to 
the ypright cquitie of the Law. And 
further,that al our thoughts,afte&ions, 
words,works, and ations, yea and ge- 
.nerally all the whole courſe of our lie, 


. from the beginning vntothe end,isſo* 


| blemiſhed and (tained, that hire are, 
- aSit NE God books & regiſters 
made, 
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made, wherein are noted all the faults 
that euer we hauecommitted,either in 
aR,in hart,or in thought,togither with 
all thecircumſtances therein. And that 
iudgement without mercie ſhalbe' to 7am.2.1z; 
him which ſheweth not mercy. Andto . 
be ſhort,that there 15 no grace receiued, 
nor no righteouſnes allowed, which is 
not inal reſpe&ts exquiſite and perfeR. 
When, I ſay, we come to ſect before vs 
theſe thinges , concerning thefearfull 
mdgemet of God,which wecan of our 
ſelues neither auoid nor turne aſide: & 
on the other ſide, when we ſet before 
our eyes the vice, the corruption, the 
imperfections that are in vs, &theinfi- 
nite number of ſinnes that we haue c6- 
mitted againſt the firſt & the ſec6d ta- 
ble:thar is to ſay,againſt God & men:it 
1s not poſſible but that we ſhould bea- 
ſtoniſhed & vtterly diſcofited : and 
eſpecially, becauſe we haue aduerſaries , - 
& accuſers which do purſue & follow ol 
vs beyond al meaſure,to wit,the diuel, b 
the law, & our owne conſcience,which . ._ Ke 
do produce, and bring forthagainſtvs #7; >. 
5 Sh 
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hagfinds of accuſations and..infor- 
. Ftions, in the 1uſtice of Goderguing 

'thit we ſhould be condemned',* by 
meanes of the hainous qualitie of the 
crimes whereof we are conuiced. All 


prevent the , nor otherwiſe eſcape therigour of the 
_—_— f judgement of God, butin firſt con- 
F feſlng our {innes, and afterward ha- 
ing recourſe ynto the death of dur 
- Samiour Chriſt, to be acquited and 

diſcharged from them, For it is not in 
To cofeſſe & the 1udgement of God, as 1t is 1n the 
| acknowledge iudgemet of men, amqhg(t whom the 
| ovrſams.o partie arraigned is preſently condem- 
; ned, aſſoone as he hath confeſled his 
fatand faulr. But contrariwiſe , with 
God the confeſling of our faultes is a 
-meanes wherby we obtaine remiſtion 
and forgiueneſle thereof,and by which 
we are abſolued and 1uſtfied before 


* "PIR 5 God: as S.lohn faith:If we confelle our 
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Eingyzour finnes, &cleanſeth vs from 
Y  allhiquirte. And Dad faith, P/at. 
_ Pſalz25, * 32.5; Theitl ackpowledged my ſim onto 
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T'womeanes to which things we can neither foreſee, 


{innes, he is faithfull and wſt to for- © 
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thee , neither hid 1. oY emiguitie : for 1. bh 

thought, 1 will confe e againſt my ſelfe my. -N 
hednſe onto the Lord, oo hog 3-4 bs 

gaueſt the puniſhment of my ſine. Se- ; 
lah. 


Afﬀeer that we haue confeſſed, and... _ * 
acknowledge our ſinnes,weareto have * Ty Lge E 
recourſe to leſus Chriſt the righteous, a _—_ 
who 1s our aduocate, with the father, wholly into the | 
and the attonement for our ſinnes, and hands of aww #7 

wholly to reſt our ſclues vpon him, _ lee © | 
for the good cuent and ſucceſle of our as 
cauſe: for hauing committed it into 
his hands , we may beaſlured to pre- 
uaile: and comming before the ne: 
ment of God, we ſhall not be condem- 
ned, what crimes or accuſations ſoeuer 
ſhalbe by our aduetſaries alledged a- 

cainſt vs. He (faith he) that belecueth 7obn.s. 24. 
and truſteth in me,ſhall not come into 
1dgement. And elſewhere, forto c6- 
fort his diſciples,he exhorteththem to 
looke vnto thelaſt mdgement,and ſee- 
ing it to approch , he willeth chem to 
life vp their heads andreioice, becauſe 
that their full & perfe&t redemption 1 ID 

L uj 


Luke21.28, # F: 


io be. unort for the fie 
reſcrued vntill that day. And S. Paul 
--» ,fonfirmeth the ſame 1n the.Epiſtle to 
the Romanes,with a maruellous orna- 
. ment, and glorious fourme of words: 
- Hos 3353 where he ſaith, Who ſhal commence a- 
. accuſation againſt the ele& of God? 
od 1s he whichiultificeh , who ſhall 
gigs ook Chriſt is he which 1s dead, 
and (which js more) riſen againe, who 
*' alſo ſitteth at the right hand of the fa- 
” ther, and who maketh requelt for vs. 
* Wherupon we nay fafely & comforta- 
bly coclude that that he ſaith in the be- 
ginning of the chapt. that is, that there 
15 now no condenation to the that are 
in Chriſt Teſus : that is to ſay , to them 
which walke not after the fleſh, but af- 
ter the ſpirit : and as Teſus Chriſt their 
| ' head cannot be ſaued but with them 
| ©, whicharehis members, ſo they cannot 
_ We be but damned, vnleſle that he be with 
T them, becauſe of that inſeparable vnion 
which is betwixt the head & the me- 
bers. Furthermore,ſeeing p TeſusChriſt 
being dead for vs, hath ſuffered the 
ping, & the curſe which was due vnta 
YSa 
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vs,by meanes of our fins, by Kh 4þ | 
quet hath ſatisfied the mllictef God: = 

we arc not therforc for:to doubt, t«;\xyx © 
think that God wil further demand oe I 
vs the paimtt of thole debts Pare alre- (@—*.___ 
dy diſcharged,tor that {hold be againſt x © 2 
al order of 1uſtice,not onely diwuine,but —þ 
alſo humaine, to demaund to be payed YL k 
twiſe for one debt. Hauing then refig- © > 
ned our ſelues , X our cauſes into the \ 
hands of our Sautour,S aduocate Iefus 
Chriſt, weneednot to fearethat we ſhal B 
eacr lic vnder the 1udgement of God, ,,, , 
where the ſoune 1s continually before 
the face of the father , making interce(- 
ſion for vs, and carrying vs vpon his 
ſhoulders,and vpon his breaſt,as here= . / 
tofore the high prieft carried thenames Exod 28,36, 
of the twelue tribes of Iſrael,to preſent , | 
them vnto God,as oft as he entred into 
the ſanRuary,witha plate of pure gold N 
vpon his forchead, wherin were writt® av  * 
theſe words: The holy of the Lord, 
chat he might (as 2o/es ſaith) preſent 
them acceptable vato God, whowas a 
figure, whercof leſus roo our great, 

11 


% 


34: 


Heb. 11,12, © 


/ 


{high and ecrnall prieſt, according 
to the o«der of Ae/chiſedech , exhibi- 
” texl-and preſented the true ſubſtance 
_-—vpon the croſſe, when , offering vp 
: himſelfe vato God in ſacrifice for ys, 
he ſanCiified vs, and made vs accepta- 
ble vnto God for ever. We are not 
therefore for to feare, becauſe being in 
the fauour of God as we are,& hauing, 
an acuocate with him, in whom he ta- 
keth plcaſure,that cither he can or will 
at: any time condemne vs, when we 
come beforc him in judgement,eſpect- 
ally being clothed with thoſe comely 
long robes whereof he ſpeaketh in the 
4 Reuelation , which , becaulſc they are 
” Revel7.9, dyed andcoloured in the blood of the 
| Lambe;they ſhall carrie with them our 
juſtification. After that we haue thus 
aflured and grounded the ſicke partie, 

 meanes that . 
_ — rene" againſt the horror & feare that he may 
| linz:odie: haue,both by meanes of fins, as alſo by 
E whiharethe meanes of death, ofthe diuell, & of the 
þ nes he mdgement of God,& {hal ſcethat he is 
ou oY vawilling toleaue & forſake the world, 
E & that honour, riches, pleaſures, wy 
relt, 
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reſt, and that the loue that he ſhall yet 


. beare vnto theſe corruptible and tran- 


ſorie things, doth holde hin as fette- 
red tothe world , an4 doth hinder his 
will, ſo thathe is not willing cheare- 
fully todepart, euen then , when God 
calicth hun. Then we arc fr{t to ſhewe 
vnto him in gcnerall, that the world is 


thereof, that it kroweth not God,that 


weareno more of this world,that God 74n-15.19- 


hath drawne vs out of this worlde, to 
thc end that we ſhould not be wra ped 


and enfoulded in the ſame condemna- Tames. 4: 4. 


tion with it, that wecannot loue the 
worlde , vnle{le we be enemies vnto 
God: that the diucll 1s the Prince of 
this world, and that by conſequent we 
can loue neither the worlde, nor the 
things that are in the world, vnleſſe we 
be ſubics and flaucs vnto the Prince 
of darkneſle : that we can not be faith- 
full nor the members of Ieſus Chriſt, 
ynleſle the world be crucified ynto vs, 
and ive vato it : that according to the 
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The pompes, 


© onours and 
al couched and hidden in wickednefle, ,g,,., 


that it palleti away with the luſtes 1.10bn. 5.19. 


Gal 6.14» 
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example of the Apoſtle, we arenot o- 
therwiſc to elteeme of the world, with 
al the glorie, pompe,& glittering ſhew 
thereof, then of doung , or of a flee- 
ting and fading flower, that being here 
as paſlingers & ſtrangers, weare not to 
ſettle our abode here, as in a continu- 
ing and durable Citic : but to ſozourne 
here as in an Inne, and to be alwayes 
preſt andready to truſle vp our loynes, 
and betimes in the morning to depart, 
and continually to be paſſing ouer the 
countrey, vntill wee come vnto that 
place whither we pretend our journey 
& reſtfor euer: that 1s, vntill we come 
vnto heauen, whither we ought conti- 
nually to be tranſported and carried in 
our heartes, in our thoughtes, in our 
defires & affetions, & there to haue all 
our conuerſation, as the Apoltle ſayth. 
For being riſen with Teſus Chriſt, and 
being inſeparably vnited vneo him, al- 
though in bodic we be ſeparated and 
disioyned: yet ought wee alwayes to 
be preſent, and 1oyned with him in 
our ſpirites, and in our ſoules, and 

wholly 
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wholly to forget the worlde, and the 
earth, and nolonger to ſeeke after , or Col.3.r. 
to thinke vpon any thing , but hs hom 
thoſe things which areaboue.Our hart Matth.6.21, 
ought it not tobe where our treſure is ? 
And where is our treaſure but in hea- 
uen, where Ieſus Chriſt is in his glory? * 
who hath our life hid in him, and hath Fi 
all the treaſures, not only of the knows ©93-3;- 
ledge and wiſedome of God, but allo * | 
of all the giftes, graces, honours, riches, tha OPS 
and bleſIings,that God his father hath =” o& 
c1uecn vnto him, for to 1mpart and be- 
itowe vpon his Church here belowe, -* 
through hope, and thereaboue, by en- : 
10y1ng it, when our ſoules going forth 
of the filthy,vnſauerie & darke prifons 
of our bodies , ſhall beas Lazar his 
ſoule was, carried by the Angels into 
Abrahams boſome,ther for cuer to reſt 
and te retoyce, as it 1s written, P/z:/m. 
102. 28. The chilarenof thy ſeraants ſhall Pſal, 102.28, 
continue , and their ſeede ſhall ſtand faſt 
in thy fight, 

Seeing then that in this world we do 
but lapguiſhand pine away as poore 


' 


x56 
Pilgrimes, which lie in exile and ba- 
niſlhment amongeſt a barbarous and 
rude people,ought we not to be1oyfull. 
and glad, when God calleth for vs, to 
eſtabliſh & to giue vs poſleſſton in our 
owne Countrey, where , with our bre- 
thren, that is , with the Patriarches, 
Prophets , Apoliles, Martyrs, and all 
the bleiled ſpirites, we ſhall altoycther 
in peace enioy glorie, honour, relt,and 
all that great and perf felicitie that 
he hath promiſed and preparcd for all 
his ele&tin his kingdome? It is a thing 
to be admired and woondered at, that 
men, yea that faithfull men , which are 
inſtructed not onely by the worde of 
God : but alſo by many experiences 
that they ſec in their dayes , as that the 
pleaſant hew & glory of this world are 
but vanities, illuf1ons and dreames that 
paſle away , doe yet ſuffer themſclues 
to be ſo bewrapt and bewitched by the 
flatterics andentiſements thereof, that 
at the length they become. like vnto 
beaſtes, and ſencelefle as did thecom- 


panions of F/yſes by the charminges 
| and 
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and enchantments of C:rces. For it can 
not be but that their iudgements muſt 
needes be corrupt and wholly peruer- 
ced, in that that they ſhould bevnwil- 
ling co leaue the worlde, toafcend vp 
into heauen, and to preferre changea- 
ble, vncertaine,britele, and corruptible 
things, which bring infinite panes vn- 
to men whenthey hunt and ſceke after 
them,and as great careand vexation to 
keepe them : but more heart-burning 
and ſorrow bring they vnto naturall 
men, when they ſhall loſe them.though 
they exchange them for the bleſlinges 
thar God promiſcth in his kingdome, 
which are certaine, vnchangeable , in- 
corruptible, etcrnall and aſſured, and 


'which can not bring any thing vnto 


k I 
them that poſleſſe them , but a true, 


ſound, and perfe& contentment. Info 
doing ( as did our firſt parents ) forthe 
forbidden fruite : we loſe not onely an 
carthly Paradiſe, but alſo an heauenly, 
that is to ſay, all che delights and moſt 
excellent pleaſures that a man can ima- 
Line or thinke yppon. For a meſle of 


Gen,z.6. 


Gen,25.34. 
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pottage weſell our birth-right , and all 
the commoditic that dependes there- 
vpon, as did Ear. We make more ac- 
count of the fleth pots and Onyons of 
Egypt, then we doe of the holy lande, 
with all the abundance and bleſſinges 


. thereof. Tobe ſhort, we rather loue (as 


did the Prodigal] child) to live amoglt 
ſwyne with ſhales and huskes, then 
to CG nouriſhed and ſuſtained in the 
houſe of our father with the bread of 
Angels. And finally by the example 
of Lots wife,we do rather luſt and long 
after the filchy and infamous pleaſures 
of our Sodome, with whom we had ra- 
ther to periſh , then to be ſaued in diſ- 
claiming and forfaking them. In the 
lamenting and bewayline whereof, we 
may well C i with the Peophet, P[al.94- 
8. Vnderſtand ye unwiſe among the people: 
end ye fooles, when will; e be wiſe ? 

For what maketh vs + greatly to e- 


ſteeme of the worlde, and of that that 


is therein , but an accurſed and a dam- 
nable deſire , which doth ſo blinde 
our cyes, that oftentimes we take light 

Or 
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for darkeneſle : and contrariwſe dark- 
neſſe forlight, ſower things for ſwecte 
thinges, and ſweete thinges for ſower. 
Tothe intent then that-we be not de- 
cciued in our iudgementes , wee are 
therefore for to ground them , not vp- 
on the outward appearance of thinges, 
neyther yet vpon the common opini- 
on or errourrather of men, viho be- 
ing ſenſeleſſe and ſenfuall , doe nei- 
ther approouc or diſprooue of things 
that come before them , but as they 
are eyther pleaſing or difplealing to 
their ſence and appetite: but wee are 
co iudgeall thinges , and as the Apo- 
{tleſayth, by the wordeof God, which 
15a moſt true and infallible rule to dif- 
cerne betwixt truth and falſhooder 
and in our mdgementes not to fol- 
lowe our one reaſon , or carnall 
wiledome, which is an enemie vnto 
God, and which ordinarily wſtifieth 
that that God codemneth,and contra- 
riwiſe condemneth that that he iuſtift- 


cth. Now we ſce the what the word of 


Godtechethys cocerning the world, & 
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_ the things 1n the world. Loue not the 
* temas, world ( fayth S. John) nor the thinges 
that arein the worlde, for if any one 
2 _  GJoue theworld, the hows of the father 1s 
E. not in him, For that which is in the 
[ world, to wit , the luſt of the fleth, the 
pride of the eye, and the ouerweemng, 
of this life, is not of God, but of the 
world. Sec then vehat it 15 that che A- 
poltle teacheth vs,cocernins the world: 
namely, that we louc it not, if we will 
haue God toloue vs. And $4/:73:5+ {pe- 
keth after this ſort,after hauing a /ong 
while, yea and that diligently weighed 
and conſidered the whole ec{tate of the 
world, the vanitie and 1conltancie of 
the ſprites of men, the diucrfities of 
ſtudies that they giue themſclues vnto, 
the mutabilitic and ſudden change of 
their purpoſes and determinations,the 
fligheneſle & flendernes of their iudg- 
mentes that they hauc to prayſe or dif- 
praiſe, to take or to leaue, to loue or to 
loath, to like or to diflike the thinges 
thatare ſet before them, he well knew 
not onely by reaſon and Inn. : 
ue 
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F.  butalſo by experience and proofe that 
? the delires of mol[tpart of men, are 
: but thefollics and vanities that they do 
! adorebeingled thereuntoby the raſhS 


* neſle and vnaduiſedheadinefle of their 
' _ owneaffections, who becauſe they are 

blind, & will not abide to be gouerned 
| or guided by any good reaſon,are cafily 
| tranſported and carried euen thither, 
whither pleaſure:& the diuell driueth 


| 
| them. Wherupon it commeth to paſle, 
| that ſome doe ambitioutly and vaine- 
gloriouſly hunt after honors, & digni- 
. tic inthe world, & for the accompliſh. 
| ing and atchicuing therof, they violate 
| and breake all law & equitte, they for- 
get all pictie and nanitie, they min- 


leand confound-all things, they fur- 
ther 'and fauour the wicked whom 
they cleaue vneo; they hite; and reject 
the goodand godly, they make warre - 
| in the countrey, wherein they haue bin 
bred, bofne, and brought vp.they take 
away libertie rf they can , and that 'by 
ctuell tyranme that they exerciſe, they 
bring men. iugto | miſerable' thraldome 
dy, M1 
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and bondage , as did 14/4, C2/ar, and 
others befote and after: him. Doth not 
this plainely and euidently ſhewe, that 
there is nothing more true, then that 
that our Saujour Chriſt ſaide of ſuch 
Luke. 16.15, ambitious wretches, namely, that that 
which is greatly and highly. eſtcemed 

amongeſt men , is oftentimes abho- 

winable before God. And how then 

can they be acceptable vnto him, ſee- 

ing that the- greater part of them, be- 

leeue neither in him, nor in Jeſus 

Chrilt? As jt 15 written in the ſ{crip- 

ture : How can you belecue, ſeeing ye 

receiue 2loric one of another,and ſecke 

not for that which cometh from God 

onely? Andelſewhere the Pharifies & 

chiefe of Jeruſalem, condemning the- 

Tohn.7.43. clues, ſayde, is there any of the rulers 
th atbelceue in him, to wit, in Tefus 
Matth.11,25. Chriſt ? And in S. 14achew he fayth, I 
thanke thee O Father, Lord of cli 
and of earth, that thou haſt. hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent , and 
haſt regealed the to babes & ſucklings. - 
We arc not therefore to be forrowftull 
or 
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or greiued to leaue the honors , & pro- 
motions of this world , which as ordi- 
narily make vs to forget God, andour 
ſelues,and which do turne vs from the 
ſtudie & excrciſe of godlineile; which 
doe induce and leade vs to ſeeke after- 
our one gloric, rather then the glory 
of God, which makevsto difdaine, & 
to ſcorne our neighbours, and not to 
know that we arc b ut duſt and aſhes,& 
finally which do leade vs to adore, and 
to worthip the diuel], and doe make vs 
altogether lencelc{ic & without feeling, 
as the Prophet ſaith , P/2/. 49. 12. But Pal. 49-12, 
man ſhalluot contmrue im honour: he 1s like 
the beats hit die. And alittle before, 
where he {pcaketh exprelly further of 
the ſottith and foolith 1maginations of 
theſe ambitious wretches, Put 49. 10. P/al.49-10.11 
11. For he ſceth that wiſe men dic,and al- 
/o that the ignorant and foohſh periſh, 
aad leawe ther riches for others, Yet 
they thinke their houſes and their habita= 
tions ſhall contirue for ener,euen jromy Fee 
neration to generation,and cal their lowuls 


by their names. 
M 1 


2. 
Goods and 


riches, 
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Now then,as we ought not to be vn- 
willing to leaue the honours and great 

romotions of this world , for the rea- 
ſons aforc ſhewed: ſo ſhould we not be 
ynwilling to forgo riches and tempo- 
rall goods, fecing that departing this 
life, we are compelled and conſtrained 
to abandon and forſake them. And in- 
dcede, to ſpeake trucly and properly, 
they are not the tiuc and cucrlaſting 
foods of the children of God, nor the 
heritage that their father keepeth for 
them & which Chriſt hath bought for 
them : For his kingdome which 1s the 
riches that we looke for, and 1s promi- 
ſed vnto vs, isnot of the world , but is 
heauenly : ſo the glory, the power, the 
eltatc, the riches. the honors, the pleca- 
{ures, the counſell,the peace, and all the 
fe]icitie of this kingdome : yea all, 1 
ſay,is diuine,and ſpiritual. leſus Chritt, 
who is the King of this kingdome, 
what temporall goods did hee pur- 
chaſe or poſletle, when he was in the 
worlde, where he had not ſo much as 
had the birdes of the ayre, nor as had 
the 
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the foxes: that is. he had neither neſt. 
couer, nor hole to reſt or to hide his 
head in ? And the Apoltles, who are 
asthe Pecres and Princes of this king- 
dome, what reuenewes or commines 
in 2 what great SI tons had they 1n 
this worlde? S. Peter ſayde, ſpeaking Adlls.3.6. 
vnto the lame cripple that lay at the 
gate of the Temple to aske the almes, 

Shenop and gold hauc I none, but ſuch 

as I haue, that gue thee : In the name 

of Ieſus of Nazarcth riſe vp and walke. 

And S.Paz!ſayth,weare,as pooreand 2.Cor.6.10: 
needie, and yet we inrich our ſclues the 
more,as not hauing any thing, yet poſ- 

ſelling all thirigs. \Ve e may hereby then 
perceiue and ſee. that the goods wher- 
with God will here inrich his children, 

are not earthly and corruptivle,ſo that 
they ſhould be ſubie& vnto theeues, 
or vnto ruſt : but chey are ſpirituail, 
certaine, and durable, winch colt not 
any thing either in che getting or 1n 
the keeping: for God of his meere free 
goodnelle giucth them vnto vs, and 
keepeth the for vs, neither 15 there any 

M wy 
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that can takethem from vs, but he that 
gauec them vs,which he neuer doth,vn- 
leſſe he be either by our vnthankfulnes 
or by our abuling of them , thereunto 
con{trained:we turning the vnto ſome 
other end, then that wher eforc he hath 
beſtowed the vpon vs. The goods then 
that we ought roeſteeme and to labour 
for , and w bich we ought to be aftraide 
to loſe, are celeſtiall and heauenly , as 
the grace of God,our adoptt16,faith.the 
word of God, hope, loue, patience, hu- 
militie,pcace and quietnes of our con- 
ſciences : but c{pecially the righteouſ- 
nes of lefus Chriſt, which 1s the foun- 
taine from whence all theother graces, 
fauours, and bleſhings of our God are 
derived and flow vnto vs : becauſe thar 
thereby,and by the comunicating that 
by it is made vnto vs, wee are Tecon- 
ciled, and againe vnited voto him , we 
areheld and continned in Þ18 grace & 
fauour, whereup 011 vec conceive and 
gener a certaine and an infallible hope 
Feternall life , which 15 the heapeand 
the head of all bleſſedncs and of all true 
felict- 


women... _- 
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felicitie that poſlibly wee can'defire. 
Which koado 1s there whither wee 
ought to aſpire, arid whither all che 
thoughts of our minds, & al thedefires 
of our harts ought to tende. For this is 
our chiefe felicitie and the end of our 
bleſſednes.& not-thele brittle goods & 
riches which do not better the owners 
therof: but are oftentimes an occaſis to 
impaire & to make them worle,if they 
looke not well vnto them,(az the Apo- 
{Ye ſaith) both to pulle them vp with a 
vaine preſ{uinption , and to make them 

roud and hautie, ſo that they thould 
cruſt in the vncertainty of riches, and 
thcrup6 to line to theleiues, S& to haue 
ſmall ſociety or comunity with others, 

to be inſolct & outragious, as the Pro- 


20.” : 
» ” 


phet Dazid ſaith, P/al. 73. 6. Therefore Pſal.73 6, 


pride is as 4 chame vntothem, and crrclty 
conereth them as 4 garment. And ſpea- 
king of the truſt and confidence that 
worldly men do ordinarily put in their 


riches, he ſaith elſewhere, P/a/2. 49.6. P/al.49.6. 


T hey truſt m ther goods,and boaſt theaq- 
felues 13 the multunde of their riches. 
And altgryard mocking them for that < 
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ther vaine confidece he addeth,P/2.49. 


7.Y et amancan by no meanes redeeme his 
brother:he canot gize his ranſome to God. 

Further, in an bther place, where he 
{peaketh of the both together : to wit, 
of the 1niuries, violences , and oppreſ- 
fions, that the rich and mightie of this 
world do to the poore, & of their vaine 
hope he ſayth , P/2/.62.10. 7 ruſt not m7 
oppreſſion nor 1 robberie : be not vame : 
if riches increaſe,/et not thy hart thereon. 

This is the reaſon, why our Sawiour 
Teſus Chriſt calleth riches, the riches of 
inquity,not that they are 1;0t the good 
creatures of God, whe men know how 
to enioy and to vic them well , as God 
hath comanded them: but begauſe that 
euery man almolt, doth abuſe them, & 


makes the ſerne to their diſordered . & 


vnbÞbridled afte&tio5.So faith S.Paxl,that 


3.7im.6.9.10 the diucll vnder riches layeth grins & 


© 


FU 


ſnares, for to entrappe and enſnare vs, 
& by them, tomake vs to fall into ma- 
py fooliſh &hurtful deſires, which lead 
vs vnto perdition and deſtruftion, yea 
& oltetimes which make vs to ſwarue 

from 
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from the faith, as moſt commonly we 
{ce it befalleth vnto manic apoſtataes, 
who being reproued for their reuol- 
ting and departing from the church, 

haue none other anſ{were to excule, & 
to colour their apoltaſie withall but 
this,that they would not willingly loſe 
their goods, louing rather in keeping 
them ; 64 a ſmal while to periſh accur- 
ſedly,then in letting them go,to be ſa- 
ued cternally. W herein they {hew theE- 
ſclues to be verie farre from being wil- 
ling to follow the counſell ofour 5 ry 
our leſus Chriſt , and to be one of his 
diſciples,vnto whom he gaue this colt- 
{aile: namely,that if their hand or their 


foote did make them to fall, that they 


ſhould cut them off, and caſt them be- Matt 


hind them , becauſe it was better for 
them to enter into the kingdome of 
heauen maimed and lame, then ha- 
uing two hands and two feete.tobe 
caſt into hell fire. And likewiſe for the 
eyc, which is a part of the bodie, which 
we make great accout of, ifin caſe that 
it make vs to {tumble, that we are to 
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for (faith he) it is better for vs tobe 
blind; and to enter intolife , then ha- 
uing two eyes to be caſt into hell fire. 
What ſhould we do then with theſe 
worldly riches , when as we feele that 
by them we are held and hindered 
from following of Chriſt wilhngly ? 
Were it not more expedient, and bet- 
ter for vs, willingly , and with a good 
courage to breake ticle ſnares and 
cords, which do hold vs as hampered 
and gumned, and fo to efcape, then ttay- 
ing, Taſtened and tangled, to fall into 
the hands of that filthie fowler the di- 
4 wtable ex. Well? Crates of Thebes percenung that 
awnple of a the riches which he did polleſle, drew 
beathrmmen him from the {tudie of Ph; ;loſophie, 
which deſpiſed 414 that the great carc that he had for 


En the ordering & diſpoling of the.ywith- 
him, held him from that freedome & 1ther- 


ty of mind tnathe defired, He rook theirs 
e&rbrew the all into the ſea: conragonuſ- 

farms that he had rather arowne thens 
then be drowned by them.Now the if this 


pooreg heathen man did thus,for the de- 
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plucke It our and caſt 1t behinde vs! 
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The third & moſt daungerous con- g;5* of 
cupiſcence, which is in the world,is the Plaſur $a 
Jult of the Heih,which Sa/3on at large MD ans: J 
inthe bookeof the Preacher purſueth Ne CO 
aud entreateth of, to ſhew & to proue; = *+ 
that it is che wolt hich, and capital of | 
all vanities : tor there haue bene, and & by, 
arc ver ictew in the world, which ſeeke «Y 
not aft-r plcafure, and the contentmet 
of ©jr tet, Some delight to build 
fairs mantions and ſumptuous houſes, 
for encr to vphoid the memoriall of 
taetr 1.imes, as the Prophet ſaith, 7/a/.puſggaun . 
49.11.12. For he feeth that wile men die, + 
ani lo that the 19norant and fooliſh pe- ; 
r:ſh,and leaue their riches for others. Yet 
they thinke their houſes an their habita= 
trons ſhall contmne for ener,euen from ge- 
neration to Teneration, and cal their lands 
by ther names. But man ſhall not contt- 
ue in honour : he is hhe the beaſts that 
die. {ar 
Others take pleaſure in hauing faire 
gardens, faire plants, faire knots, faire 
allies and arbours to haue thade and 
cooleneſle : others pompouſly and 


OO Crone ils 
4 \ "a: proudly attire themſclues , and almoſt 
* - #. . fſpedtliewhole day in criſping & cur- 
-* ling their haire , in crimming & pran- 
king their ntfs, & rebattaes,in Gang 
& perfuming themſclues: others defire 
to haue heapes of riches, and (tore for 
the decking and adoring of their clo- 
ſets and chambers, with fine tapeſtric, 
faire cubberds, coltly beds, with hang- 
ings, with chaines of gold,and with the 
"richeſt umbroderings that may be 
” found, wath ſhining Juorie, and with 
£2, finc plate, both of gold and filuer. O- 
PS thers deſireto haue alwaics their tables 
? couered with the rareſt and daincicſt 
meatcs that may be gotten, and to haue 
the molt cleanly and cunning cookes 
to dight, and to drellc it. Others de- 
-h ohe.t to bein pleaſant company, where 
_ «they yay laugh and be merrie, where 
they may daunce and dally, yea,and to 
do other things , which cannot with 
honeſtic be written or { poken : and all 
thicle things, to bebricfe , what other 
thing garethey,but the very marks,mo- 


numents, and enſignes of flchinee, 
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any other thing , but ypon the ſanRi- 
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of diſliolution , and of the vanities of 
them which(though falfely)call them- 
{clues Chriſtians? As it was heretofore 
{aid of the image of gold, which Phyr. 
na that famous curtelan of Athens, 
cauſcd «to beiſet vp in the middeſt of 
cheir cittie, with this inſcription vpon 
it, Thzs is the image and the ſpoile of 
the aiſſolate and infamous mantoures of 
the Greekes. This thing ſhee then did 
in one onely citie of Greece, for to d1- 
ſcipher and tolay open the bleunſhed 
and difloJute life of the citizens there- 
of: but now 'adayes amongſt Chri- 
{tzans, there is not a houſe in. their 
cities , nor a.cottage in their ficldes, 
where a man may not ſee the armes of 
the world adganced,and the banner of 
that wicked and vncleane t pirit which 
gouerneth,yea & that vpon thoſe days 
that God hatiz reſcrued vnto himſclf,to 
the end that in them the whole world 
ſhould get (elfe vnto the.praifing 
of him , in which, yea andthat alto- 
gither, we ſhould. not thinke vpon 
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fying; & celebrating of his holy name. 
But the world is fo farre off from per- 
fourming this, that amongſt ſeuen 
dayes in the week, there is not any one 
which is fo prophaned and abuſed , as 
13 the Sabaoth now adayes , which now 
ſcemeth'to be ordained to giuelibertie 
to the diuell,and to our fleth,by daun- 
cing, feaſting,and by all other pleaſant 
delights chat each man delighteth in 
and defireth. Who is he then that can- 
not willingly forſake theſe pleaſures, 
becauſe that leauing them,thoſe things 
depart from him, which bring nothing 
elſe but ſhame and dichonour, walt, 
and loſle 'of goods, and infinite fick- 
neſſes vnto the bodie,and vnto the ſpi- 
rite blockiſhnes, and dulneſle , which 
bring defolations and ouerthrowes of 
countrics, kingdomes , and houſcs, 
which bring a contempt of vertue,and 
ofall honeſtie, which bringa hatred of 


all truercligion, and of God himlſelte, 


which ſuch ſwine-fliec from and are a- 
fraid of fothat they would neucr heare 
him ſpoken of : which doe not onely 
make 
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by their flatteries,and faire ſhew: their 
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make men effeminate and wanton, butt 
in the end beſlotteth them, and maketh 
themlike vnto beaſts,not ceaſing vntil 
they haue brought the cue vnto death, 
if they continue therein? Let vs there- 
fore take heed,that we be not deceived 


beautie which 1s outward 1s alluring, 

and entifing, & deceiueth thoſe which 

take not heed vnto the venim that l1- 

eth hidden vnderit : as the foule, and 

the fiſh are taken with the hooke , be- 

ing deceiued by the baite that couereth 

it. Let vs looke backe behind and nct£ 

before, as Ar:/torle doth molt wiſely 
admonith & aduiſe vs: for pleaſures be 
fore,ſeeme to be faire & goodly: as are 
Meare-maids : but if one;looke behind 

on the hind-part of them, they draw 

after them the long traine or taile of a 

ſerpent, which is ſo vgly, that the very 

ſight thereof 15 to be feared. Alas,who 

can reckon vp the huge heape of miſ- E#ampler of "i 
chiefes and of miſeries , that came yp-""/i*/e ge = þ 
on vs, vy the ſmall plcaſure that our worldly phi I 
parents. had , in cating wy the forbid- je, 3 
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den fruite? What was the cauſe why 
God, who is ſo patient and ſlow vnto 
wrath, ſent vpon the carth ſuch a great 
deluge and floud of waters, whereby 
he ſwept,and tooke away,cuery lung 
thing vpon the face of the carth,except 
Noah and his familie,and the creatures 
that he tooke with him into the Ark: 
the occaſion of ſuch a horrible & feare- 
full iudgement of God, was it not the 
pg hlthie whoredomes of thoſe times 
S hich raizgned amongſt men, which 

which raigne g , 
—5 indifferently without reſpe&t tooke 
wiues & women which pleaſed them- 
ſclues,and ſo mingled themſelues with 


O 
them,without hauing regard vnto that 


order and honeſtie, which God 1n the 
beginning of the world , commanded 
when he appointed marriage? What 
was the cauſe likewiſe of the vtter ſub- 
uerſion and ouerthrow of Sodome, 
and of the cities there abouts, but their 
infamous whoredomes, and villanous 
leaſures that they tooke in their 
(DraprBons and gluttonie 2 Wh 


likewiſe was God ſo highly offen- 


ded 
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ded with his people iti the wilderneflg 
where at one time he caiiſed to diean 
hund reth and three and twentie thou« 
ſand, and at another time a veric great 
number, was 1t not by meanes of. 


the whoredomes that they committed 
with the Madianites? And the Quailes 


which they craued for the ſatisfying of 
their greedie hunger , whereof God 
would haue a perpetuall memoriall 
and rememberance kept, commaun- 
ding that the place where they had re- 
ceiued ſuch a great plague, ſhould 
for euer hereafter be called the Sepxl- 
chre of concupiſcence? What fell there 
out afterward in the houſe and towne 
of Hamor , becauſe of the whoredome 
thathis ſonne $ichem had committed 
with Dinah, the onely daughter of /a- 
cob? And that iudgement likewiſe of 
Damd,for defiling the wife ofhisſeruit 
/riah? And that of Salomon his ſonne, 
who was ſo wiſe, and had receiued 
from God ſuch honour and fauour, 
ſuch glorie, riches, and power, yea and 
further , beyond all this , ſuch com- 
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fortable & excellent promiſes of God, 

that rightly he mighe be called þ moſt 
excellent Prince, of all the kings and 
preat princes of the carth? And yet the 
delightes and pleaſures of this world 
knew how to bandle and to circum- 
ucnt him, that they tooke from him 
his ſpirite and his vnderſtanding , yea 
and that in his old age,when he ſhould 
haue had more wiſdome,and haue had 
his iudgement better ſtaied & ſetled: 
and made him not only to forget God, 
andthe bond that God had of him: but 
alſo to ſacrifice vnto Idols, as a man 
cleane without ſenſe : and that to ſatiſ- 
fieand content his ſtrange wiues and 
concubines,vnto whom he wasioyned 
contrarie to the expreſſecommande- 
ment of God , whereupon afterwards 
enſued thouſands of miſchiefes vnto 
his houſe and poſteritic. The houſe of 
Achab,was 1t not vtterly raſed & ouer- 
throwne,by meanes of the whordomes 
both bodily and ſpirituall that there 
raigned?What was the cauſe of ſo ma- 
nie & ſo pitifull tragedies which were 
Writ- 
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writte concerning the ruines, miſcries] 
and deſolations that befell vnto the 
houſe of Priamns,being a king renows+ 
med for his riches, his greatnes, his glo+ 
rie,and his plenty,among(t al the grea» 
teſt and famous Princes of Aſia? Were 
they not the follics of the loue thathe 
bare vnto Helen and to Par? Theoce 
caſion likewiſe of the miſchiefs, which - 
afterwards ſucceeded in the court of 
that great king Agamemnon, after his 
returne from Troy,he being aconque- 
rour ouer his enimies, and by that 
meanes laden with glorie and credite, 
was it not the unpudencie of his wife 
Clitemneſtra, and of Egiſta his concu- 
bine? The ſpoiles & waltes that were 
made in Ionia in the time of Cyr«5,and 
the great calamities and- miſeries that 
were ſpread ouer the whole countrie, 
which was more faire & fruitfull, then 
was Aſia: did they not come from the 
ſelfeſame occafion, as Herodotus wri- 
teth? Alas,who can ſufficiently reckon 
vpal the miſchicfes & cuils, which this 
curſed cocupiſcence & : = of the flelh 

13 
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T #wely Plato, and that verie well , Cal- 
feth it the verie bane of all miſchicfes 
and ſeries. And Adrian the Emperour 
doth verie fitly, by compariſon, reſemble 
A #-vnto 4 bitter pill, which on the out- 
| (4 ſimilitude, fat is guilt. and varmſhed ouer, to make 
6: 1 $0 go downe, and to be (wallowed the 
anore eaſily : but when one commeth to 
#he aigeſting of it , then ſhall one ſeele the 
bitterneſſe thereof: onely there us this arf- 
erence, that pilles do purge andwent ent! 
bumonrs which are inthe bogie , and [6 
make it: more ſound: but contrariwiſe, 
pleaſures do multiplie and mcreaſe them, 
-and do wholly corrapt the good diſpoſition 
both of the bodie and of the joule, When 
:theſe pleaſures are turned from vs, 
whether it be by death, by fſickneſle, 
.-bypouertie, by age, or otherwiſe, we 
ought no leſſc to reioice, then if we 
-were eſcaped from the hands of ſome 
<ruell and furious tyrants. For there 
3snotyrannic more cruell, then'is that 
of pleaſure, andluſt (as ſaith C icero:) 

becauſe that other tyrannies _ 
ut 
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but vnto the goods and bodie one- 
ly , but thele pleaſures: ſtreech vnto 
the ſoules and conſciences, which they 
torture, and torment aftera ſtraunge 
manner , Who ſoeuer then deſireth 
libertie , and peace in his ſpirite, and 
to hauc a peaceable and a quiet heart, 
which 1s the greateſt 1ewell that one 
can either ſeeke or finde in this 
world , he muſt bid adew and fare- 
well vnto all the pleaſures of this 
world, and mult reioyce when they 
depart from him, as they doe at 
death. 

Men are to propound theſe things 
vnto the ſicke, who finde themſelues 
as yet ouermuch glewed and faſtened 
ynto the eaſe and outward deceiue- 
able pleaſures of this world. And on 
the otherſide, to ſet before them thoſe 
10yes which they looke for, and which 
are alredic prepared for them in the 
heauens, whict are ſo great andexcel- 
lent, that the verie ſmell and taſt onely, 
which the Apoſtles and Martyres 
had thereof by the ſpirite of God 
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FF , madethem toforget theworld,with al 
- the delights therof, before they depar- 
” A compariſn ted out of it. What: then ſhalbe the 
| of thepleaſures10y,when,as being dead,weſhal drinke 
' that we leawz onrfill at the fountaine of theſe plca- 
k ©» 2 hgu ſures,when we ſhall openly behold the 
: y hr find 4 _ face of our God, and of our Sauiour 
heauens Jeſus Chriſt 2 When we ſhall be ſet at 
his table with the Patriarches, e4bra- 
ham, 1ſaack ,and Iacob? When we ſhal 
heare the ſweete mulicke of the Angels 
continually ſinging vnto the holy, 
holy, holy, to the great God of holites, 
be praiſe, glorie, and honour for ever? 
When God ſhall wipe away all teares 
from the eyes of his children , when he 
ſhall make them enter into the enioy- 
my of his reſt, and of their ioy? When 
he ſhall make them fit by him vpon 
their ſcueral ſeats,trimmed & prepared 
for the, to iudge altogither, p world,& 
the diuels ? And finally wheinſteed of 
the ſun & the moone, they ſhall haue a 
perpetuall light : namely,when heſhal 
eons vpon them an cuerlaſting ioy? 


ſaid, 


his pleaſure ſbalbe, as Chriſt Telus | 
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Gaide,a continuall and an eternall ioye, 
and not as the pleaſures of the worlde, 
which fade away with the time, & loſe 
their ſayour , how great and deleQable 
ſo cuer they be in their beginning. As 
wedaily ſce amongeſt men by experi- 
ence, who earneſtly and greedily affect 
the thinges thatthey deſire , and when 
they haue obtayned chat that they wi- 
ſhed for, and doe ſometimes enioy that 
that they deſired : * preſently this 
great heat of theirs beginneth by little 
and little to coole , and to be dimini- 
ſhed, and in the end vtterly fadeth and 
vaniſheth away , yeaand oftentimes it 
commeth to paſle, that after wee haue 
had theenioying of that that wee deſi- 
red with ſuch a great affeQtion, we doe 
alterwardes loath1t with as great a dif- 
like, whereof we haue in the ſcripture 
a notable example,in Ammon theſonne 
of Danid and his ſiſter T hamar. But 
the true pleaſures, which the bleſſed 
ſoules doe enioy in the kingdome of 
heauen, are farre of an other nature and 


qualitic; for in ſatisfying vs , they ſtill 
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giue vnto vs an appetite, and in filling 
vs, they leaue vs hungry , they quench 
our thirſt , and yet we remaine diie, 1n 
ſuch ſort that in ſatisfieng and conten- 
cing our appetites , they ſtil] leaue 
vs greedie, and deſirous to remaine al- 
wayes in that eftate, and yet we ſhall 
ncuer be hurt or ſurfct thereby. Theſe 
are then the true pleaſures that wee 
ought alwayes to deſire and to pro- 
cure, and not worldly pleaſures which 
are wholly crafie, and brittle. For 
euen as thoſe that are ſore or gowtie, 
take pleaſure and feele ſome eaſe ſo 
long as onerubbeth their ſore , which 
yet notwithſtanding laſteth but a- 
while, becauſe they are preſently pur- 
ſued with griefe , which afterwarde 
pricketh and gricueth them the worſe: 
ſo thoſe that are voluptuous, neuer 
haue any pleaſure, but it 1s intermin- 

led with thouſands of grieſes and mi- 
cries: yea and their pleaſure is like vn- 
tothe pleaſure of thoſe that are tick- 
led, which haue therein I knowe not 


what panges and prickes , which ma- 
keth 
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. keth vnto widowes : namely , that he 
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keth them to forget , and to hate ſuch' TY 
leaſure. F _ 
There/is yet further , one coare #8 | 
or clogge, which may greatly tor- is Pk Je ts T 
ment and-gricue thoſe that are ſicke, fakdanif & 
which wee are to take from them : and children, i} 
to wit, the loſſe of their wes and 
children , and of their preſence and 
companie , which they feare ſhall be 
taken away by death. Now the com- 
fort that herein 15 to be gen vato the, 
and the remedie that one muſt apply 
vnto this temptation, is,to alleage vn- 


k het 
to them the promiſes that God ma- 


will take them intohis protection, and Pſu. 146.5. 
promifeth that he will haue a particu- 
lar carc ouer them, and will defend: and 
maintayne them againſt thoſe - that 
would wrong and oppreſle thagn, and 
will ſhew a fearefull cengaepia 
the outrages and iniuries that ſhall be 
done vnto them. IE 
And further, we are to alleage vnto b 
them , that howſocuer they beleft and 
forſak& of their earthly & mortal wiues 
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SR | Which they had marricd, yet that there 
_ is another for them, which is immor- 
tall, to wit, Ieſus Chriſt, who will ne- 
uer forſake them, no more then he will 
all other faithfull ones;, which wholly 


"hag repoſe and reſt themſclues in him , and 
4 , therefore leauing them into the cuſto- 
\ 
\ 


dicand yutorſhip of fucha gouernour, 
they are not any whit to murmure or 


Mhew vnto them, that going toorth of 
«5,9 this world, it isas if that they and their 
wiues ſhould together take a voyage, 
X or as if the one ſhould go alitle before, 
andthe other ſhould ſpeedily followe . 
after. And finally, that as at the begin- 
ning of their mariage, it was no griefe 
vato them to leaue their father & mo- 
ther and cleaue to their wiues : ſonow 
it ought not to grieuc him toleaue his 
wife to returne vnto God, whoought 
to be more deare vnto vs, then our fa- 
thers,mothers, wiues, childrgn, or anic 
other thing. 4, 1 Sara 
As concerning the children of the 
licke parties , we are to ſet before th - 
this 
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this excellent promiſe that God hath 
made vntothem, for them, &for their 
children, and which he hath ſealed and 
\ | confirmed by the baptiſme as well of 
 $- theone, as of theother : to wit, thathe 
' will be their God, andthe God of their 
ſeede after them. For this oughtto aſ- 
ſure them, that the ſelfe ſame fauours 
and promiſes that God hath ſhewed 
and made ynto them ,- ſhall be cont1- 
| nuedtowardes their poſteritic, as hee 
| doth expreſlely promiſe in Exodus, 

' thathe will ſhewe fauour and mercie 4 

; yvntoa thouſand generations of them 
that ſhall loue and feare him, & which 

 ſhalbe carefull to obſerue and to keepe 
his commaundements. What is there 
then which can be wanting vnto thoſe 
children, who walking in the faith and 
godlineſleof their fathers, are by the 
promiſe of God aſſured to be alwayes # 
compaſ[ed about, and couered with his 
grace,& louing kindneſle, which grace 
15 the ſpring & fountaine from whence 

| flowethallourproſperitie, &bleſſed- 

| neſle? Moſes ſayth , that Man hnerth Dent8.z. 


| 'c wk ; &# vj 
park” py; i —"h" onely, but by enery word that 
= - commeth ont of the mouth of God. Which 
A.____- is tobe referred not vnto nouriſhment 
$ _ only, but vnto all the commiodities of 
=> thelife of mi. Thoſe fathers the which 
leaue vnto their children this word, 
ncede not to care either for the foode, 
apparell or maintenance of their chil- 
- dren. For they are aſſured by the word 
Ky _ of Gad,that ſeeking his kingdome and 
— the righteoulneſſe thereof, "that (30d 
| 4 wil giue vnto thein all things that ſhal 
aw be neceſlary for this preſent life. For 
2 \,- being their ihepheard,as he hath beene 
a | | of thar fathers, can he euer forget or 


=> Dazxid faith, (} peking of the prouidence 
 £ . © of God, &exhorting euery man to reſt 
HI andto repoſe himſelfe thereupon as he 
did,P/al.23.1.7 he Lord is my ſhepheard, 
's + 1ſballnatwant. Andelſe where, where 
- hecompareth the condition of the wic - 
: ked with the ſtate of the godly,he faith 
>-- thusof the godly, Pſalm. 37. ver{. 19. 
Palpaga0 20. They ſhall not be confounded m the 
peruons tinze , and m the dayes of Jovioos 


they 


leaue che care that he hath of his ſheep? 
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they ſhall haue enough. But 7 ra 
bed / ha ll periſh, and the enemies of the 
Lorde ror be conſumed as the fatie of 
lambes : enen with the ſmoake ſhall they 
conſume away . And purſuing the 
fame matter further in verſcs, 21. 22. Perſe, 21,33. 
The wicked borroweth and payeth not 
againe : but the righteous 1s mercifull, 
and gmerh . For ſuch as be bleſſed of 
God, ſhall inherite the lande , and they 
that be curſed of him, ſhallbe cut off. And F 
alittle after he ſayth , verſes, 25. 29. 1Yſea529.. # | 
haue beene young , and am olde, yet 1 ne- «>. 
wer ſaw the righteous forſaken, nor his 
ſeeae begging bread. T he righteous men 
' ſhallinherite the lande , and dwell therem 
for euer. 

That the ficke partie ſhould leaue | 
and commit his children vato God, 
it 15 cuident that hee ſhould : for he 
cannot commit them into the handes 
of a more faithfull gardian or kee- 
per. Neyther is he to feare, if they con- 
tinue 11 his obedience, and walke in 
his teare, and carrie themſclues alwaies 
before him in ſimplicitie and ſoundnes 


© Comfert forth the che. 
* hea F.. t t, thatany euill can befall then. 
Nowas hitherto wehauecntreated and 
ſpoken of thoſe things which are con- 
nenient to be propounded and ſet be- 
: fore the ficke, as well for to inſtru 
him, as for to comfort and exhort him 
to the doing of his dutie,and haue alſo 
declared thoſe meanes which he ought |þ. 

to follow, for the furniſhing & fenſn ne Þ} 
of him ſclfe againſt ſuch tem prati- | 
ons and aſſaultes, as in thetime of his 
ſickeneſle he may be aſſayled withall: 
A briefeſm Nowe it remaineth that wee make a 
ef the whole briefe ſummarie or a ſhort rehearſal] 
 Freatiſe, of our whole diſcourſe, that ſo the rea- 
der may in a briefe ſee that chatis large= | 
ly didued, that ſo hee may furniſh | 
himſelf with ſuch comfort for the ſick, 

as he ſhall ſee meete and conuenient. 
Salomonſaith , that it 18 better to goc 
Eccl.7.4, into the houſe of mourning , thefi mto 
b the houſe of feaſting,becauſe this is the 
A endofall men, and the li wing ſhall lay 
9 it to his heart. Therby ToINg > about to 
ſhew that the principall [ſtudieand ex- 
erciſe, wherunto a man ought to apply 
un 
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| ourlampes: burning continually , wee 


Heteer awaking of vs wee can haueno 
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yeni 


tation of thebruttleneſle ieghhy 

neſſe, inconltancy Wwe merge 
hislife. Andicontinuglly toſet before 
hmm hisend : pare" te" por £ 
daily by little.andliel>creepeth, &.ltea> » #| 
lethvpon vs; {6d that we knowmeither © 3 
the hower nor the day,thataitiavaBay- 7 
life, fommoneth and citethivs before a7 0 
our iudge, for tg render anaccqune of Z...--y Þ 
our whole life:Jcis 2dod thereforethat .” Re: 
wealwayes haue our minds hereupon, © 
and that at euery-an{tant , hawing our + = 
loynes girt, and holding; 1nour-handes © 


be not ſurpriſed or ouertaken of a ſud- 3 
den, eyther by ſuddendeath,or by the - 
vnlooked for comming of our bride- 
grometbut that we be readie torreceiue 
him when hee ſhall come; and ſo-may 
enter with him into 1s reſt. But for as 
much as theloue of this life;: and the 


delightsof this: world , doe offentimes —_ 
tulivs a fleepe, and turne vs from the ing We 
remembrance of theſe things , for.the "  ».M 
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he Bs way ther often to frequent the 
Hoſpitales', andihouſes- of the (icke, 
there'on euery fade,not only to fee and 
behold theexamples andimages of the 
FS corruption and inortality of our poore | 
W- nature, td humblevs',;and to make vs 
contentwith a litcle - butalſo toexer- 
ciſe our charitie towards the poore, the 
» lame;and'thoſe that are afflicted , and 
ſo to rehieue and comfort them. 
4 S 'Now for che doing of this, wee arc 
F firſt for:to ſhew:vnto the, that all ſick- 
Bygets come from God, who ſendeth 
them, ſometimies:to chaſtice vs, and to 
bring vs home, ſometimes to tryc our | 
>> faith and patience: hereby giuing vs 
an argument and matter to ſhewe the 
truſt and confidence that we haue in 
him, by prayers and fighes to craue 
his mercic, to acknowledge and con- 
teſlſe our faultes and offences with 
gericfe and ſorrowe in our ſclues : and 
co bring the ſicke partic to this point 
and iſſue, as to make him to make a 


true and an humble confeſſion of his 
{annes. 
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' F Secondly, weare toſetbefore him, 

what is the fountaine and the prin- 
{ cipall cauſe of all malladies andfick- 
| neſſes , whether they be bodily , or 
_ } fpirituall : and chat for the healing 
| thereof}, it is requiſite to take away 
thecauſes which doe beget, and bring 
foorth the ſame, to wit, our linnes,' 
from which we can no otherwiſe be 
deliuered,then by the remiſſion & par-" 
don of them,that God of his free grace 
| egiuethvnto vs, becauſe that (as S. /obn, Poln..g, / 
'  faich ) if we confelle our ſins vnto him, ; 


and be a{lured chat Tefus Chriſt is our A 
- aduocate &attonement towardes him, —" 
| by meanesof his wwſtice, then he coue- ”. 


rethand wipeth them all away, ſo that 
they ſhal neuer come into 1udgement.. 


And for as much as the loue, which "1; 4 
naturally wee beare vnto 'our ſelues, _ 
doth blind vs, and is thecauſe why we 4M 


neuer thinke that weare ſo vicious and 
ſo imperfe@t asindeede we are, we are 
therefore to take this myſt from before. 
the cles of Þ ſick party,& ſet beforehim 
thelayw of God, as a mirrour or glaſle, 
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werein hemay beholde himſelfe , and 
view his whole life, and fo make him 
'vnderſtand thereby , not onely his ac- 
tions, but alſoall our curſed and dam- 
nable nature. 

And for-proofe and confirmation 
» hereof,toalleage vnto him in generall, 
thatwe are all conceiued in finne, that 
we are all borne the children of wrath, 
that wee are but fleſh, and yanitie, 
 thatwe arcſolde vnder finne, that in 
..: v$sthereis nogood thing, that all our 
rightcouſneſles arc as old and ſtayned 
cloutes, and for conclufion , that wee 
are not any thing but duſt ;aſhes, and 
rottenneſſe; 

After this it is requiſite to make vn- 
to him a briefe diſcourſe vpon all the 
Commaundementes of God , and e- 
yidently to {hewe vnto him, that if 
he would well, and thoroughly exa- 
mine himſelfe , he ſhall fnde that hee 
15one, that hath oftentimes tranſgrel(- 
| fed, and beginning with thoſethat are 
in the firſt Table , fuſt to: bring vnto 
his remembrance, | 
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x Thathe hath not doone: his vt- 2 
moſt,and endeuour to ſcekeafter God, 
and to ſearch to know him. | 

That hee hath not loued him with 
/ all his heart , with all his ſtrength, and 
| with all his ſoule. | 

That he hath not alwayes pe his 

truſt and confidence in him ,' but of- _ 
tentimes hath doubted of his promi- 
| ſes, and hath diſtruſted of his ayde. 
That he hath rather relyed vpon the 
{ armcof fleſh and bloud , and: yppon 
'__ thoſe outward humane meanes, which 
| hemught haue had,rather then vppon 


the helpe and aide of God. 
| That he hath not expected or loo- 
' ked for his proſperitie and aduance- 
_ ment, as from his onely fauour, and 
bleſſing. | 
- Thatinhis affayres he hath not al- 
_ prayed vnto God, with aſtedfaſt 
urance, and certaine hope to be vn- 
derſtood and heard. 
That hee hath not alwayes reue- 
renced and feared God, as. appertay- 
neth ynto his ſo highyand ſoucraigne 
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maiel wap 
That he hath not thanked him.,nor 
bleſſed his name for all things, and at 
all times, as well for aduerlitie as for 
proſperitie. 

2 Andafter, thatthinking vppon 
God, he hath repreſented him before 
him, ſometimes 1n the ſhape of a man, 
or of ſome other bodily thing. 

That he hath not learned nor vn- 
derſtoodehim to bea ſpirite, being be- 
 yond meaſure infinite, inuiſible, 1m- 
mortall , without anie paſſion, vn- 
chaungeable , ſoueraigne in power , 
goodneſle, mercie, iuſtice and trueth, 
as a patrone of all yertue and perfeQi- 
on, and the well ſpring of all life and 
lighe , the fountaine and fulneſle of 
goodnefſle, the heape and toppe of all 
fclicitic and bleſledneſle, the begin- 
ning and the end of all cthinges , who 
is, and who by his onely worde ma- 
keth all other thinges and creatures 
fo be, and to remaine. 


That he hath not worſhipped and 
ſerued him in ſpigic ; 


ge and intruth , as 


hg 


gap==—. 
he requireth of -v3.; ary commantadeth! 
inhislaws : il do ne aad © 

T hat he hath beeng more, curious Py 
and carefull for 'the- q&temomes, and 
| outward ſhewes,of gogllineſle, then for. 
| codlineſle it ſelfe',. and to ſecme to 

be a Chriſtian, rather then to be one 
indeede, 

And finally,thathe bach nat alwaies 
thought , that the true and lawfull ſer- 
uice confiſterh not but inthe onely o- 
| bedience of his holy will, ., : 1. 1." 

3 Thatinſpeaking of Godlit hath, 
not becne done with fuch-reſpe&t and 
Teuerence of his Maicſty as were meete. 

'That he hath not ſtudied toſanQifie,, 
to celebrate, andto,glorific his name,as 
| heſhouldhauedone. p 
T hat by his euill lifeand lewd con- 
ucrſation he, hath cauſed, that by the 
ignorant and infidels his name hath 
beene blaſphemed. _. 

'That he hath/not heard, ood; nor 
meditated in the. woxde of God with 
ſuchattention,with ſuch-delize, feare Sc 
zcalcas wergrequilite, to che giuing 
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for the fie 
| motheLord; ho prey. 
vnto his name by which it was: Ptea- 
4ached varohm. 2s hf | 
Thathe&hattehor alwayes ſpo keriof 
theworkes'bf Binorarknonledged 
mthem the greatnelſe of his powerghis 
wiſedome; 'and S$0dvefle,; with fuch 
rayle, admiration, and wondering, as 
by the: Freatnelle and glory ther of the 'Y 
require. / 
That preſeiitinedhicnſeiſe vnto the -ta- 
ble of the Lorde, whien the Supper of 
theLordeharh beene adminiſtred , ie 
hath Hot beene'done with ſuch humi- 
itie & gouly #denotion;, nor with ſuch 
due'cofiteniplatibn ofthe myſteries ſet 
thete befote vs, neither'yet with ſuch 
lifting vpof our hearts or high;where 
Eefis Chriſt f tteth on' the right hande 
of thefather, as were conuement. 
4 That ypori the'daies 6rdeined to 
and torelt from our ordin 
& bodily workes;thathemight wholly 
giuehimfelfe vnto theonly {anRifyine 
of the name of God;hchath tot wholy 


giue himſelf yntothe ihogitaris & ex- 
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erciſc of ſpiritual things, notohinking = +” © 
vÞon nor ſceking atter any tlimg bur 
onely thoſe things which are aboue. « 
Thar be hattrbehe oftentimes more 
careful! tor his worldiybufiricsand af- 
fares, then to Teeke the kingdome of 
God.and therithrcoutnesthereot': by 
tins meanes,preferring this brittte/and 
corruptible life,before that bleſſed and 
eternalilife; and the care of- his bodie 
before the carc of his ſoule;and theſer- 
aice of the world and 'of lisfleth; be- 
fore the {eruice of god;whom heought 
to honour aboucall things: ';- 
__ That for ſmall and light occaſions = 
he hath) oftentimes diſpenſed with not © © 
being in the place of the congregati- "'Y 
ons.& church meetings; thete:tomake 
a publike conteffion, and proteſtation 
of his faith, to ſhew the devotion 'and 
feare that hehath of God,to edifice the 
congregation by his example;8&wathi 
out ſhame, without feare, without any ©” 
diflimulation or hypocrifie, topabliſh 
vnto euerie one, that rehgion;thathe  .. 
will hold and follow, "and whereitthe.” = 
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NY & mſtru&and fo: catcchiſe his wife, his 
children, his men-ſeruants,- his maid- 


N ſeruants,& his whole familic,as he was 
bound , calling the vnto prayers mor- 


4 . 


"BY 9 ning andeuening , exhorting them to 
Oo ©) read and to meditate in the word of 
S \Þ Y* Godand to ing Plalmes, and fpiritu- 
hy S all fongs vnto his praiſe, and to confer 
a  gmonpſt them of holy things, & not to 
EE No urpoſe any thing.but that that might 
J further them , and make them grow 
w. £ more and more in the knowledge, and 
' » RJ leare of God. 4 
SJ \v. That after the ſpirituall exerciſes 
X whereunto a man is: eſpecially to giue 
4 himſelfe vpon the day of reſt, as with 
JS fearceand trembling to heare the ex- 
1 hortations that ſhalbe giuen,and in all 
2 humijliticco ioincin the publike con- 
, W fefion,'prayers,and praiſes that ſhalbe 
& 5 made and rendred vnto God by the 
S Va whole aſſemblie, he hathnot reſerued 
NY. . therelidueof the day, to viſite the pri- 
 aſonars,to comfort the fick, & to ſearch 
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vato his ſuperiours', nor rendgetd vntg, 
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andfande out the poore ; that-i© -he an 
mighe comfort them. ie rr OD oe? 
After,hauing thus briefly diſcouered 3 
ynto the ſicke party the faultes.that he = © 
might haue committed againſtthe.co- / _ * 
mandements of the farſt Table, it ſhall _. © 3 
not be awiſle to proceed vnito. the ſe- *: J 
cond table,and to-make him to ynger- 
ſtand as followeth. ;. {oy He 
5 In the firſt place,that he hath'not 
borne ſuch an;honour_ and ,renerence 


them ſuch a readic-obediencemor final- 
ly hath bene ſo.afrazd to offend the, as 
God hath commanded in his law. And * 
ithe hath ſhewed any duetie towards © 7 
them, that it hath.bene rather by con- : 
{traint, or for feare of being;/puniſthed 0% 
if he had doneotherwile, then for any AM 
colideration of ebedience that he bare 
towards the 1n his conſcience,or defire * 
that he had, herein to obey God.' ' _- 
| That he hathnot always ſocarneſt- C 
ly-prayed vnto' God for theix health 
and proſperitic, and for the good guj- 
danceof the by his holy ſpititeidithei 


LY " 


councels,and to'giueVnto them grace, 

to gouerne themſelues by his word, in 
all their ations,and generally to bleſſle | 
and to proſper themin all their wayes, | 
as by the —_ commandement of | 
God, he was bound. 

That he hath not alwayes ſpoken 
of thern;of their manners, and carriage 
with ſuch honour as were to be withed, 
& thatifin his preſence any haue ſpo- 
ken euill of them , that he hath not ſet 
> himlelfe againſt chem, nor-defended 
VF, them,ashe ſhould haue done. 

NJ That he hath not had ſuch a reuerent 
y 
>V 


opinion,and perſwaſlion of his paſtors, 2 'Þ 
= Wwhichhauethecharge ofhis ſoule,and | 's 
* which giue vnto him ſpirituall foode 
© and nouriſhment: whether he hath al- 
9\ Wwaycs regarded their authority,harke- 
b & ned vntotheir voice,recemed theirin- | 
WP ws wy oa , obeyed the dodrine that 
» hey haue preached,and willingly ſub- 
: mitted himſelfe vnto the cafie yoke, 
& light burthen of Ieſus Chriſt which 
they laid ypon him in his name. 
6 'Thathehath not loued his neigh- 
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ring as much good. for. them 
himſelfe in hisg@xwne perſon. | 
.  Thathe hathhated them, when he 
' hath thought that he hath receiuedany 
inturieor wrong by them,wiſhing vn- 
{ tothem death andall euill fuccefle.-- 
| That he hath wiſhed and ſought for 
| meanes to be reuenged of his enumies, — - 
not making any account of thedefence | 
that God hath ouer him, reſeruing the 
purſuite and vengeance for all wrongs 
done vnto his children and ſcruants. 
| That he hath not had pitic & com- 
E 0 pn vpon the poore, and that he 
ath not done his endeuour to mini- 
{ter vnto them of his goods to nouriſh, 
to cloth, to harbour them, and to giue 
vnto them things neceſlaric , for the 
| maintaining and relieuing of themin 
| their poore life, and in the heape of ſo 2 
many miſeries and tibulations,'wher- WY 
j withthey are on eueric fide enuironed 4 
and compaſſed. _ : 
That he hath not oppoſed-and fee 
himſclts againſt the yicked and vn- 
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andhad not 7's his power and 
his tneanes, to detend them againſt the 
violence and 7K co of ſuch as miure 
and' wrong them. 

'Thathe hath ndereioiced at they pro- 
ſperitic oft neighbours, but hath bin 
zealous & enuious at their welfare, whe 
- hehath ſcene that God bleſſed and ad- 

_uanced thin fome:degree aboue him. 
>:/ That he hach-nor polleſſeat his 
vellet; that is, his bodie, m ſuch hos 
nour.and holineſle as he ſhould , nei» 
ther yet conſidered; that it was a tem- 
ple that God by his ſpirite had conlſe- 
crated-ynto himſeife, and that for this 
cauſe he ſhould haue kept it free from 
Sil filthineſſe andpollution. 

That he hath not turned his cies fr 
wicked,and from wanton fights, as he 
ſholdhawe done,but.mn(tecd of reſtrai- 
ningand keeping them in, hath ſuffe- 
red them torun,and to wander aft ter all 
luſt and concupiſcence. 

+ 'Fhat he hath not ſo tamed _ 
brought his fleſh into ſubiection as he 
| ſhould 
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I. 424.1 did yak them, 
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——— &fed hinſclfe and _ het - = © « 
alwayes vied ſuch fobril 2 be bd 
nence, as had bene fatto hot c <- _—_ 
der his affeftions, and to q1 fich ths Eos 
| heatofhis concupiſcence: ©/ nr” 28 4 
That by -deuiſe, letters , preſence, , 7 
laughter, winkings, daunces;{ * 
and immodeft behauiour ; hewas able 
to tric and to-proue the chaſtitie and 
honelty of his neighbours wife,daugh» 
þ.. ter,or maid. 
I That in the manner of attiring,and 
apparclling of himſelfe, he hath regat- 
ded and taken more pleaſure-todecke hat 
and to trim his outward man, then his 27 
Inward man, and to plcaſe the world a 2 
rather then to edifie the chureh, by an 
outward modeſticin his manners ans 
behauiour. _. 
That he hath not bene fi pejand] 
arcfull to keepe the haves 
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F-4n7Bhat 37 proce: <veny and. ating 
- hi; che bgbath had withdvs neighbour 
EL by - ;} _ Ways: walked m thatyy 
rmefic,fornd a eaflico;nccrold 
frruet h;thatGod:commanderh, fob? 
bv 40 and.ypholdiogiof that] 
F - focictie/that wall hapero be "epoay 
WW - That he hath obſerued the eimes of: 
© tg0R Ls -attd of dearth;: to ſell his: mers} 
ts - W chandifeahd;wares , at the more bigh| 
 reckonmg;and price;&e by this meanes Þ 
make his'chrift and -profite: by:the 
it ike ulerig, wabtand calangey o of A 
44a rofus afthe abode 
z0d hat j #185 vnto Ty themat 
57071708 mand oth andy 
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